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A Tribute to
Dr. Philip Glotfelty

By Leland W. Thornton
Dr. Philip Glotfelty, M.D., of Marshall,
Michigan, died October28, 2021. He has
been, for most of his adult life, a citizen
of Marshall. His life could serve as a
measuring stick for a life of service to his
country, his community, his family, and his
church.
His mother and father were both
ordained Methodist ministers, and so Dr.
Phil, as he liked to call himself, was raised
in an atmosphere of service. Service was a
big part of his life. He started this service
early in the youth fellowship of his church
and the Boy Scouts of America.
Scouting was an important part of
his life. He became an Eagle Scout and
attended the 1950 National Jamboree at
Valley Forge, Pa. This was the first national
jamboree since the 1930’s and must have
been a deep and pleasant memory for
him. He attended nearly every National
Jamboree after that. After receiving his
medical degree, he organized and presided
over the health aspects of all of the rest of
the Jamborees. The Boy Scouts of America
recognized Dr. Phil’s service to scouting by
naming him a Distinguished Eagle Scout.
This is the highest honor that the Boy
Scouts of America gives to volunteers.
Among the various aspects of Dr.
Phil’s service to the community was his
membership in the Marshall Rotary Club.
He was the President of the club in 1994. His
leadership in the club and the community
was recognized by the International
Rotary Club with his selection to become
a Paul Harris Fellow. The service award
was named for the founder of Rotary
International.
One of Dr. Phil’s more lasting projects
for the people of Marshall was to save the
“educational oak.” This is the oak tree that
stood in the yard of the Harold Brook’s
home on the corner of North Kalamazoo
Street and Prospect Street. It was under this
tree that Isaac E. Crary and John D. Pierce
sat while they devised the public education
system for the State of Michigan in 1884.
Dr. Glotfelty organized the “Educational
Oak Committee.” They had the dead tree
removed and delivered to a professional
wood sculptor, Jerry Ward. The sculpture
of Crary and Pierce devising the Michigan
Public School System is now in the hallway
of the Marshall Middle School.
Every community deserves to have an
original Dr. Phil. We are so lucky that we
had one who did so much for us.
Rest in Peace Dr. Philip R. Glotfelty.
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A MARSHALL ROTARY CLUB NEWSPAPER

A Word from Our
Marshall Club President
By Paul Davis, President of the
Marshall Rotary Club
This is the 72nd year for the Marshall
Rotary Extra publication, so it is quite an
accomplishment!
The Marshall Rotary Club has been
serving our community for almost 100
years and we will be having a Centennial
Celebration in 2024…more news on that
to come.
We hope you enjoy the many articles,
along with the human interest stories that
are included in this year’s Rotary Extra as
well as “new” history from our research for
these articles. We would like to thank all
the companies, businesses and individuals
that advertised in this year‘s Rotary Extra.
Because of their generosity and support,
we are able to deliver it free of charge,
right along with your Community Advisor.
So when you are in need of a service or
product please support them and remember,
whenever possible, to buy locally!
The Marshall Rotary Club has a
Community Action Fund and raises money
each year through your support of the
Dream Dollars Raffle, donations for the
Rotary Extra Newspaper, and a couple of
events that have been postponed due to
Covid-19…the Annual Fish Fry and 4th

of July Chicken Barbecue. These are some
of the grant requests that have been made
and fulfilled from our Community Action
Fund: Girl Scouts, Rotary Band, MACS,
Marshall Recreation Department, Marshall
Civic Players, Fountain Clinic, Marshall
United Way, There’s Enough, Calhoun
County Fair, Merry Mile…and more.
We also fund grant requests through the
Marshall Rotary Foundation with some
recently made to: Allcott Park Project,
Heritage Commons Renovation, EastEnd
Gallery, Marshall Public Library, Marshall
Community Foundation, MAEDA and
Kinderhaus Montessori School.
Each year the Marshall Rotary Club
provides approximately $50,000 to support
and fulfill grant requests from various
community non-profit organizations.
Being a member of the Marshall Rotary
Club not only provides us with opportunities
to support projects locally, but we are also
part of a worldwide organization…and our
35,000+ clubs work together to: promote
diversity, equity, inclusion, peace, fight
disease, provide clean water and sanitation,
maternal and child health, basic education
and literacy, grow local economies and
support the environment.
The Marshall Rotary Club meets on

Tuesdays at the Franke Center where we
enjoy lunch, fellowship and each week
schedule a wide variety of very interesting
guest speakers. We do have a few off
campus ‘social meetings’ during the year,
as a way to support various businesses
in our community…they are also a great
way to relax and enjoy a dinner out with
members and their families.
So please consider this as an invitation
to visit a Marshall Rotary meeting…
and when you do, lunch will be on us!!!
You can learn more and follow us at:
MarshallRotaryClub on FaceBook…be
sure to check it out.
I am very proud to be a member of
Rotary, a Paul Harris Fellow and to serve
this year as President of the Marshall
Rotary Club.

The John and Susan Collins Legacy
By Jeff Greene, Marshall Rotary
Foundation President
With the passing of our friend Susan
Collins a year ago, it seems only fitting
to dedicate a prominent portion of this
issue to highlight the impact that she and
her husband John had on the Marshall
community over the past 52 years.
John – Born September 24, 1923.
Died December 20, 2004
John J. Collins was born and raised
in Massachusetts and was a graduate of
Boston University. His education was
interrupted by the Second World War,
where he served under General Patton
during the Battle of the Bulge. While in
the war, he was awarded two Bronze Stars
and the Croix de Guerre.
After returning from service, he obtained
his MBA from BU before entering the
workforce. Always a sports enthusiast,
John was a sports editor for the Boston
Herald Traveler newspaper. He also
managed and promoted an amateur and
semi-professional hockey team and sailed
in the 1956 Olympics in Melbourne.
He later became the promotions manager
for Mercury Outboard Motors and travelled
the country overseeing water ski shows.
In the early 1960’s he took a job working
for Volvo Marine and was stationed in
Sweden for six months. During that brief
tour of duty, John had the distinction of
being arrested by the Swedish police! It
seems they thought he was Ron Biggs,
the ringleader of the Great Train Robbery
in England. After proving that he was an
American and not English, he was released
from custody and the arresting officer was
reported to be very disappointed to not
qualify for the one-million-dollar reward.

It was also during that time that he met,
and in 1965, married his first wife, Anita.
She left him when she found out he was not
Ron Biggs. (kidding)
By 1969 he was working for Eaton
Corporation and was asked to move to
Marshall to help establish the corporate
proving grounds. His job was to help
in their relocation efforts by promoting
Marshall as a desirable place in which to
live and raise a family.
After buying the historic 1850 home at E.
Prospect St. and Marshall Ave., he became
a significant leader in the preservation
movement in the Midwest. In 1973 he
was elected to the board of the Historical

Society of Michigan where he served
for 12 years and became its president for
two terms. In 1978 he was appointed by
Governor Milliken to fill a vacancy on
the Michigan Historical Commission. He
was subsequently reappointed to two more
six-year terms on that advisory board and
served as its president in 1980.
John’s community involvement reached
far and wide. He served on the boards
of the Marshall Community Foundation,
Starr Commonwealth, Binder Park Zoo
and the state board of Michigan Week.
He also served on the Marshall Planning
Commission for 34 years.
Legacy, continued on page 4
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Sweet
Pea’s
Children
Thrift
Shop
Sweet Pea’s Children Thrift Shop is a
little hidden gem in downtown Marshall.
We sell new and gently used children’s
clothing, toys and baby items.
Infant sizes are preemie to 24 months
and kids sizes 2T through 10/12.
Dennis and Karen Casey are the current
owners of Sweet Pea’s and look forward
to helping you with your little one’s
needs. We have been the owners for 3 1/2
years
and have enjoyed making the store easy
and friendly for customers to shop.
We also offer vendor space for other
creative minds to sell their items.
Sweet Pea’s has been proudly serving
Calhoun County for over 8 years.
Find us on Facebook and Instagram.

Sweet Peas
Children's Thrift Shop

Dennis & Karen Casey
Owners
121 W. Michigan Ave.
Marshall, MI

269-967-5436

Mon. - Sat.
11 am - 5pm

http://www.facebook.com/SweetPeasChildrensThriftShop/

Contents
A Tribute to Dr. Philip Glotfelty...........................................................1
A Message from the President..........................................................1
The John and Susan Collins Legacy..................................................1
Sweet Pea’s Children Thrift Shop......................................................2
Dark Horse Brewery..........................................................................3
Country in a Panic – Now and Then..................................................5
The Wagner Ballroom at Eastend Studio
& Gallery Open to the Public..........................................................6
Stanley Lawn & Garden and Me........................................................7
The Environmental Crisis, Rotary and ESRAG....................................8
The Green Scene..............................................................................9
What is the Fathest You Have Traveled............................................10
President Collins Started State Historical
Markers in Marshall.....................................................................11

Grandma’s Toys and Treats.............................................................12
True North Ice Cream......................................................................13
A History of the Rotary “Extra” Newspaper......................................14
Marshall Hardware.........................................................................17
Morris Stories – Volume 1...............................................................18
The Marshall Rotary Foundation......................................................19
The Copper Athletic Club.................................................................20
Larry’s Floor Covering & Paint.........................................................21
Mail by the Pail...............................................................................22
Marshall Historical Society Looking Forward to 2022......................23
Quilts at the Marshall House...........................................................24
National House Inn..........................................................................25
Grand River Brewer.........................................................................26

MARSHALL ROTARY FOUNTAIN

2021-2022

Page 3

Dark Horse Brewery
A whole lot of rebel, a little bit of
responsibility, a bunch of curiosity, and
a place to belong; Dark Horse Brewery
is pushing the envelope on craft brewing
since 1997. The brewery produces a variety
of beers and beer styles including 5 yearround, several seasonal, and many limited
release experimental beers.
In 2019, Dark Horse joined forces with
creative powerhouse Roak Brewing from
Royal Oak, MI. Roak brings unique and
innovative brews to the already bold Dark
Horse line up.
The Dark Horse “compound” includes
the well-known Taproom, Beer Garten,
Marketplace, Can Garage formerly the
“Bike Shop’’, and Tattoo studio.
Recognized and well known for its
mugs hanging from the ceiling and eclectic
decor, the Taproom offers 14 beers on draft
(Dark Horse and Roak brands) as well as
a fresh lunch and dinner menu including
wood-fire grilled pizzas. In the not so
freezing cold months, the Beer Garten,
with its own ample tap selection, hosts a
variety of bands, special events, and just
daily shenanigans.
The Dark Horse Marketplace is jampacked with all the Dark Horse and Roak
goods to take home including beer, merch
& swag, and signature house-roasted
coffee. Most recently, the Marketplace
beefed up its culinary game with a new
Prepared Foods menu. It offers over 15
entrées and side dishes to bolster the
already exceptional Dark Horse experience
at home.
The holiday season is welcomed with
the Annual 4-Elf Party, one of their
biggest specialty beer releases with 9 big
and bold brews. Dark Horse is a non-stop
ball of creative energy with the support of
loyal staff and loyal guests. Join us as we

craft beers that challenge the status quo
and just taste damn good. You won’t be
disappointed.

Sharpening Service
Stihl Equipment

*****

Craftsman Tools
Weber & Traeger Grills
Yeti Coolers
Lawn & Garden Center
855 W. Michigan Ave.
Marshall, MI 49068
MICHAEL DARLING
Customer Service / Owner

269 781-7921

Itss’ what
It
whatss’ inside that counts.

AND WE HAVE A LOT INSIDE.
TAP ROOM

GREAT FOOD, LIVE MUSIC, DARK HORSE & ROAK ON TAP DAILY

MARKETPLACE

PREPARED FOODS BY THE POUND & BEER TO GO

511 S. Kalamazoo Ave., Marshall, MI • Darkhorsebrewery.com   
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Legacy, from page 1
He joined our Rotary Club soon after
arriving in Marshall and was active for
34 years. He was our president during
1993-94 and edited our annual “Extra”
newspaper for nine years.
It would be hard to overstate the impact
John Collins had on the city of Marshall
during his tenure here. He was president
of the Historical Society for five years and
was active in the promotion of our Historic
Home Tour. His own home was on tour
multiple times and was a feature during
receptions for various events.
John literally toured the country,
presenting his “dog & pony show” on
Marshall’s significance in the preservation
movement over 400 times and in 11
states. As co-chair of the United States
Bicentennial Celebration in 1976, he was
instrumental in raising $52,000 to restore
the Brooks Fountain. Following that, he
co-chaired Marshall’s Sesquicentennial
in 1980, which raised $35,000 for tree
planting activity.
John created Marshall’s first walking
tour to show off our historic homes, and he
also pioneered a cemetery tour to feature
our town’s founders. He did three tours
each summer for 17 straight years. He
knew all the architectural features of our
downtown buildings and hosted tours
for many visiting college and university
graduate students over the years.
Susan – Born December 21, 1944.
Died November 2, 2020
In the summer of 1977, John married
Susan K. Jones in Marshall. She had moved
here in 1973 while working for Honeywell,
renting the apartment above the Sherman
Realty offices. She met John and they
worked together during the ensuing years
with a common interest in both the history
and future of Marshall.
One of Susan’s early involvements was
to create the Marshall Mini-Tours program.
This eventually would bring in 60-80
busloads of visitors each year from all over
Michigan and the surrounding states to
visit our town and learn about its historic
significance. The program generated about
$2,500 per year for the Historic Society

and the DAR. At the same time, John was
busy arranging weekend vacation tours for
individuals and groups in conjunction with
the newly opened National House Inn.
Susan took on the task of putting the
Home Tour mailing list on computer tape
in 1976. This initially consisted of nearly
10,000 names, which grew to 16,000 names
and then to 23,000 by 1978. This was a
major step-up in Home Tour marketing.
In early 1980, and again in 1982, Susan
arranged for the Michigan Junior Miss
Pageant to come to Marshall. She ushered
the 35 contestants around town, giving
private tours of some of our notable homes
as well as the museums.
She was elected as a member of the
Marshall Historic Society in the spring of
1980 and shortly thereafter was elected
to the board of the Historical Society of
Michigan, along with her husband. She
served as president of that organization
from 1985 to 1987. She and John hosted
a three-day meeting of that organization
in Marshall during our Sesquicentennial
celebration. More than 200 historians
attended the event and eleven homes,
including their own, were opened for
special tours.
In 1982 Susan was named as chairman of
the Marshall Home Tour. Her enthusiasm
and experience paid off, as that event in
September was reported to have had the
highest gross proceeds and net profits
in its 19-year history. Nearly 15,000
visitors roamed our streets, vintage homes
and shops, with nearly 2,000 volunteers
participating.
Over the next 20 years Susan devoted
herself to our community and was
recognized with numerous awards. She
was instrumental in making Marshall a
National Historic Landmark district in
1991, pioneered the annual Scarecrow
Festival in 2000 and joined the board of
the American Museum of Magic. After
John’s death, she kept his legacy going by
joining Rotary and becoming its president
in 2008. She also took over the cemetery
and downtown walking tours and still
found the time to co-author two books
of historic photos and commentary on
Marshall history.

HAIR
STYLING
FOR
WOMEN
AND MEN
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John Collins
John Collins was an energetic writer. While serving as president of the Marshall
Historical Society in 1975, he also assumed the position of editor of their monthly
newsletter. Over the next two and one-half years he highlighted the activities and
successes of the Society, and after a three-year break, he returned as editor again in
the spring of 1981.
In 1979 John wrote a feature article for Michigan History magazine which extolled
Marshall’s annual Home Tour celebration. Not only did this make the magazine’s
cover but contained ten pages of color photography and an eight-page center section
with 14 more photos. A second story featured other downtown projects and another
half-page featured the new historic marker which was in honor of Harold Brooks.
Following Marshall’s Sesquicentennial Celebration in 1980, John wrote a “how-to”
story which appeared in the Michigan Municipal Review, and then another article
for the national magazine Small Town which featured Marshall in 1975 and the
Education Oak project at the Brooks estate. Another article appeared in the Women’s
World magazine in March of 1981.
During preparation for the annual Home Tour, John would pepper the newspaper
editors around the state and the Midwest with promotional articles and pictures of
Marshall Buildings. He kept an album of stories which were sent to him as a result.
Throughout all his Rotary years, John wrote extensively for the Rotary Extra
editions and served as its editor for nine of them. He shared his knowledge of history
and his personal experiences from his travels and associations.
John wrote a weekly column in the community newspaper which he called “Rotary
Update”. In addition to Rotary news, he would write about important things happening
in the community. In 1985 he began to write a monthly column for Scene Magazine
on “Historic Marshall”.

John and Susan Collins
Sometimes being in the right place at the right time can pay big dividends. Such
was the case for John and Susan Collins in April of 1981 when they were making a
presentation about Marshall at Lake Forest College in Illinois.
At that event they were approached by a woman by the name of Mrs. Raymond
Ketchum. She was the widow of Marshall Founder George Ketchum’s great grandson.
She advised them that she was in possession of a family portrait of George and said
she would like to donate it back to the town where it was painted in 1839. The artist
was unknown.
Of course, the offer was gratefully accepted
and arrangements were made for the painting to be packed and shipped to the
Honolulu House.
Over the upcoming Labor Day weekend, Mrs. Ketchum and three of her daughters
arrived in Marshall and were treated to a complimentary stay at the National House
Inn. After making the presentation, all four of the Ketchum ladies were given honorary
memberships to the Marshall Historical Society.
The George Ketchum portrait joined the one of his brother Sidney, which had recently
been donated by the family of Harold Brooks. It had graced Harold’s living room for
many years. These two paintings are still prominently featured at the Honolulu House
Museum. The story of these paintings coming back together in Marshall was reported
in the December issue of Michigan History magazine.
The Illinois Ketchum ladies were so enamored with their experience in Marshall that
one of the daughters followed up with a donation of the Gertrude Ketchum desk. This
desk had been in the estate of George Ketchum’s granddaughter, who died in 1948.
Then her sister donated $300 toward the ongoing restoration effort at the Honolulu
House. The icing on the cake came a little later when the Historical Society was
endowed with 20 shares of stock of Ketchum & Co., Inc. There was no relationship
to the Marshall Ketchum family; it was just too good to pass up!

FACIALS
TANNING
MANICURES
MASSAGE
115 EAST MICHIGAN • MARSHALL MI 49068 • 269•789•0800

COLLISION CENTER
OF

MARSHALL

Did you know that CALHOUN COUNTY
has the 2nd highest number of
deer related accidents in Michigan?
It’s good to know that if this happens to you...

COLLISION CENTER
OF MARSHALL
13321 15 Mile Road
Marshall, Michigan
(269) 781-9255

...has you covered for all your
auto-body repair needs.
If your car is not drivable, we offer on-the-spot estimates
by appointment.

Tue. thru Fri. 9 - 5:30 Sat. 9:00 - 3:30
















J & L Manufacturing
As a proud member of Marshall‛s industrial family,
we support and applaud the service and
charitable contributions that the
Rotary Club gives to our community.
Jim & Laura Dominique
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Country in a Panic – Now and Then
By Martin Overhiser
In rural Casco Township we were
cautioned about swimming. It was thought
Polio was transmitted in pools and lakes
in the summer. Then it hit home when
Dorothy Osman and my Uncle Jack Brown
contracted Polio. Both were at times in iron
lungs. Uncle Martin Evans was engaged to
marry Dorothy when she became paralyzed.
They went through with the wedding and
Mart cared for her the rest of her life while
she was paralyzed from the neck down.
Mart would carry Dorothy to and from the
car and at family gatherings she would lay
in a recliner lawn chair. Jack recovered
enough that he walked with leg braces and
two canes and ran his blueberry farm. Jack
received the Jonas Salk’s vaccine as part
of the original test which may have helped
him recover more than Dorothy. Many of
us have family members or friends who are
polio survivors.
Strange how children and younger
people were at higher risk for contracting
summer Polio and now it is older people at
risk for Coronavirus in the cooler months.
Wondering and not knowing about what to
avoid is the same now as back then. There
will be other virus scares in the future but
hopefully we will be better prepared and
understand more about preventing the
spread.
Then there was the November 1, 1957
football game between my team (South
Haven) and Vicksburg. One half of our
team was out because of the Asian flu.
Little me, 5’10” 140 pounds, was assigned
to play offensive right tackle because Orley
was out with flu. I remember watching
parts of that game while laying on my back.
The defensive tackle I was up against was
a monster. That was our tie 20-20 because
Louie missed the extra point after we had
tied the game with 2 minutes left. We still
won our conference championship.

In the 20th century there were three
influenza pandemics: The 1918-19 Spanish
flu (50 million deaths in world), 1957
Asian flu (1 - 2 million deaths), and the
1968 Hong Kong flu (1 million deaths).
There were other flu epidemics that were
not classified as pandemics. We lived
through the ‘57 and ‘68 flu pandemics
and did not think that much of it. Do not
remember anyone in our family having
the flu in 57 or 68. We were more afraid
of polio in the 50s. Our current COVID-19
flu/virus pandemic has resulted in over 5
million deaths worldwide.
Another panic, in my lifetime, would be
the cold war in the 1950s and 60s when
we were concerned about atomic bomb
attacks from Russia. Students were trained
to ‘duck-and-cover.’ I helped prepare a
county wide fallout shelter plan in the mid60s. The Defense Department even stocked
the shelters with food and water. We were
prepared. When President Kennedy was
assassinated (Nov, 22, 1963) there was a
short time panic with speculation that the
country might get attacked. Another recent
panic was on Sept 11, 2001 when 19 al
Qaeda hijackers flew four planes into the
World Trade Center and the Pentagon.
Let’s live our lives and not be in a panic.

Duck and Cover was taught in the
schools in the 1950s and 60s. The
country was preparing for atomic
bomb attacks from Russia.

Palmer's
Barber Shop
106 N. Eagle St.
Marshall, MI
49068
269-781-3242

Visit Us On Facebook
and Twitter
(269) 781-3542
144 W. Michigan Ave.
www.louies-bakery.com
Marshall, MI 49068
Book Appointments: campbarber.com

Page 5

2021-2022

MARSHALL ROTARY FOUNTAIN

Page 6

The Wagner Ballroom at Eastend Studio & Gallery
Open to the Public
By Jennifer Conley Darling,
President-Elect of
Marshall Rotary Club
The long-awaited third floor Wagner
Ballroom in downtown Marshall is now
complete and available as an accessible
gathering venue. The Grand Opening of
the space took place on Thursday, October
14, 2021. This beautiful space is also be
used for weddings and is being managed
by Don and Dawn Worthington.
“Eastend is so grateful to Marshall
Rotary Club and District 6360 for all the
support during this restoration. We’re
excited for our community to visit the
completed Wagner Ballroom which will
now be active for the first time since
the early 1900s,” said Jennifer Conley
Darling, Executive Director of Eastend
Studio & Gallery and fellow Rotarian.
“This provides an event space for tourists
and local residents to enjoy the majesty
of this historic, one-of-a-kind room with
a gorgeous view of Marshall’s downtown
strip.” Not only did the Marshall Rotary
Club and Foundation generously support
this restoration with substantial funds, but
Marshall Rotarians put literally thousands
of hours of labor restoring the Wagner
building. Our Eastend Board and staff
wishes to thank your participating club
member volunteers as well as the many
other volunteers in this nine year effort.
The decorative painting in the grand
stairwell, foyer and Wagner Ballroom were

designed by local artist Michael Peck, who
has a long history of decorative painting
in the Grand Hotel, the Breakers in Palm
Beach, and the Plaza in New York City to
name a few, and the work was completed
by local Marshall artists. The third-floor
also includes a new catering room and
bathroom facilities.
In addition to the ballroom, visitors to
the Grand Opening can view Eastend’s
reimagined first-floor gallery and Larson
Exhibition Space, which have been
configured to better showcase the fine art
offerings of local and regional artists. The
new gift shop will feature many favorite art
pieces as well, along with a host of new
items, including art supplies.
Guests are invited to also tour the
second-floor Douglas Wolff Educational
Gallery, visual arts classroom and ceramics
studio.
The newly installed elevator will allow
all visitors to enjoy the entire building.
For more information about The Wagner
and Eastend Studio & Gallery, visit www.
eastendart.org.

Eastend Ballroom before 2012

Eastend Ballroom in 2021

DR. JOSEPH HIBLER
Family Vision Care
OPTOMETRIST

15865 West Michigan Ave. • Marshall, Mich.

Phone 269-781-6644

269-781-0952

www.fountainclinic.org

Jon Troyer 'J T', General Manager
Office: 269-781-3945
Fax: 269-781-6765
email: jt@legglumber.com

Tina Currier, Kitchen and Bath Designer
Office: 269-781-4204
Cell: 269-245-7756
designtec.tina@gmail.com
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Stanley Lawn & Garden and Me
By Greg Stanley
As far back as I can remember I was
intrigued with mechanical things and
engines. I started building go-karts to drive
in of my grandparents’ field. When I was
around 11 years old, I got a paper route and
met Ray Buskirk. He was retired started a
mower repair business at his home. After
I delivered the papers, I would spend time
with Ray learning much about engines.
I also read as much as I could find about
engines and race cars.
When I was 16, I was hired for a part
time summer job at Chapman as the small
engine mechanic at Chapman Tractor
Sales. This soon became a full time job. I
worked as many hours as I could while a
junior and senior at Marshall High School.
At Chapman’s I learned much about
service from Steve Chapman and sales
from Lyn Turner.
In 1985, Chapman’s decided to close
due to health issues and I bought the small
engine side of their business. My dad,
Carlton, and my grandfather, Don Stanley,
had Stanley Meat Packing and I learned

about running a business from them. About
the same time I started at Chapman’s,
David Hall was hired as a tractor mechanic
and he became my top mechanic. David
is still with me and a great mechanic that
can fix anything greatly aided our service
reputation. I have had many other good
mechanics over the years with five have
worked with me until they retired.
We have been a family business in that
our office manager was Martha Baker
until she retired and her Daughter-inlaw, Kelley Jennings, took assumed this
position. Martha’s son Ted Lutzke is our
“walk-behind-equipment” mechanic. My
son Bobby helps me at night and weekends
working around college classes.

The business has moved a few times
over the years. We first were in Chapman’s
building for 8 months and then at Darling’s
Hardware building for 7 months until we
got our building on Michigan Ave built in
late 1986. In October of 2013, we moved
to our current location of 13000 15 Mile
Road, Marshall. MI. Our new building
allows us to better meet our customers’
needs.
Our servicing outdoor power equipment
and snowmobiles has gained us customers
from Michigan, Indiana, Ohio and
Wisconsin. Until the middle of the first
20th decade, Stanley Lawn & Garden
was the top dealer for most brands we
sold. However, new equipment sales have

trended towards the big box stores and we
now focus mainly on service.
The snowmobile business revolved
around my racing cars that I built with
snowmobile engines. We did trail
snowmobile modifications and racing
engine for snowmobile drag racing and
oval race and had great success. Many of
our family members are racing in a smaller
scale Nascar type cars. My daughter,
Nicole, is a transmission calibration
engineer at Chrysler’s Chelsea Proving
Grounds and Dustin, my son in-law, does
CAD and tooling for Technique of Jackson
and both these careers evolved from our
racing.

STANLEY
LAWN AND GARDEN
SALES & SERVICE
13000 15 Mile Road
Marshall, MI 49068
Wheel Horse • Snapper • Echo • McCullouch
• Ski-Doo • Woods • Mitsubishi

(269) 781-3951

Greg Stanley, Owner

Frank Boley, Heather Viland, Deborah Bibbings, Heidi Weberling

Best Wishes to the Marshall Rotary Club
for its many contributions to the community.
Aaron A. Bartell
John D. Brundage
David J. DeGraw
Ronald J. DeGraw
Diane Housley Peters
Carol A. MacKenzie
Lisa A. McNiff
Kelly O'Connor
Katy C. Reed
Kevin R. Sackrider
J. Thomas Schaeffer
John B. Sullivan Law Offices
Brock R. Veenhuis
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The Environmental Crisis, Rotary and ESRAG
By Jim Donahue, Rotarian

notebooks & Humboldt’s writings on the
HMS Beagle!

“By felling the trees which cover the
tops and sides of mountains, men in
all climates seem to bring upon future
generations two calamities at once:
want of fuel and a scarcity of water.”

So what can we do?
The truth: We must all change our current
lifestyles. We must do it now. There is no
easy road. No more denials. Just like the
first step in recovery from alcoholism, we
must acknowledge we have a huge problem.
We have ignored Humboldt for 170 years!
Polar ice caps have disappeared, seas are
rising, storms are stronger, the oceans
much warmer, more species are becoming
extinct. The enemy is here. The enemy is in
our living room. Do we surrender?
“Think Globally, Act Locally”. Locally
means our immediate communities, our
state and nation. Individual actions are
needed, but it will require collective action
and political courage to do things that
MUST be done. Sacrifice is a necessity. We
must elect politicians who acknowledge
the seriousness of the issue and the need
to act immediately, or our children and
grandchildren will live in misery.

“There are three stages of scientific
discovery: first people deny it is true,
then they deny it is important, finally
they credit the wrong person”
Alexander Humboldt (1769-1859,
Prussian Naturalist, Explorer)
What do John Muir, Henry David
Thoreau, Rachel Carson, Aldo Leopold,
Edward Abbey, Richard Attenborough,
Jamie Margolin, and Greta Thurnberg all
have in common? They all said mankind’s
destructive treatment of the environment
will result in human misery and our species’
demise, echoing Humboldt’s predictions.
They have tried to change our behavior
with little success. Corrupt politicians and
selfish citizens have interfered with these
efforts. It’s a violation of Rotary principles
to deny our impact on Earth. We still act as
if protecting our planet is just an annoying
problem. It may be too late to save
humanity even in the next few generations.
Alexander von Humboldt (1769-1859),
was a German naturalist, explorer, and
proponent of science. His multi-volume
treatise, Kosmos, unified culture with
diverse branches of the scientific knowledge
of his time. It is one of the most important
writings in history. He is considered the
“Father of Nature”. He observed humans
destroying their environment in the 1800’s!
President Thomas Jefferson, having read
Kosmos, invited him to stay in Washington
DC on his return to Germany from Central
America. The young Charles Darwin, an
amateur “naturalist”, brought only blank

Is there any good news?
Yes, there is. Rotary International has
acknowledged the problem, if belatedly.
The initial efforts started in 1990 as
“PPE: Protecting Planet Earth” in hopes
that environmentalism would be part of
all Rotary activities. Sadly, efforts were
forgotten for many years. Fully 10 years
later, in June, 2020 the Rotary Foundation
Trustees and International Board of
Directors voted unanimously to approve the
Environment as the 7th Area of Focus. As a
result the “Environmental Sustainability
Rotary Action Group”, ESRAG” was
formed. Their web site explains its history,
leadership, and how Rotary action around
the world can help. I urge you to visit the
web site. In January 2021, they finalized
the policy detailing the kinds of projects
that will now be eligible for Global Grants.

The Rotary Foundation began accepting
grant proposals in July 2021.
I recently joined ESRAG, receive emails
and attend some on-line meetings. We have
a wonderful “local” representative Jennie
Lewis but her region covers all of Eastern
North America: incl. USA, Canada, and
the Caribbean. Hopefully, the Marshall
Rotary will continue its leadership role in
the community and strongly support major
changes in our local behaviors as a beacon
of hope for our community
I urge all of you to:
1. Make environmental activism a huge
part of your life
2. Visit ESRAG website:
https://esrag.org/
3. Visit our region’s Facebook
page: https://www.facebook.com/
ESRAGEasternNA/
4. Contact me if you have an idea
for a local environmental activity;
especially one that involves students,
and might benefit from an ESRAG
grant etc.

5. Review these 12 ways you can start
to protect the environment today:
1. Consume less
2. Buy local
3. Compost
4. Use fewer chemicals
5. C
 hoose reusable over singleuse products
6. Walk, bike, carpool, &
support public transportation
7. Use less water
8. Recycle properly
9. U
 se your purchasing power
for good
10. Shop secondhand
11. Conserve electricity, gasoline,
and natural gas & support
renewable energy sources
12. Elect leaders who are not
corrupted by the fossil fuel
industry
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The Green Scene
is a Bit of an Oasis
in our Plastic,
Disposable World
Claudia and Doug Murch, longtime area
residents, purchased the existing business
in August of 2014 and have continued to
offer many of the same products as the
previous owner and have added a few more
carefully researched additions.
Doug, Claudia and their two small
children chose Marshall as their home in
1997, leaving Pinckney and the Ann Arbor

Claudia and Doug Murch
142 West Michigan Avenue
Marshall, Michigan 49068
269.558.8080
greensceneofmarshall@gmail.com
www.the-green-scene.com
Store Hours:
Monday thru Saturday 10:00am - 6:00pm

UPS SHIPPING STATION

area behind. They raised their family,
embracing the Marshall community and
enjoying its strength and vitality.
The mission of the Green Scene is to
provide products that help you live life
with less waste and by offering products
that have a low carbon imprint. Store
favorites include Zum all natural-soaps
and products for the body and home,
Stormy Kromer made-in-Michigan hats
and apparel, and Smartwool socks. Other
offerings include Totally Bamboo cutting
and charcuterie boards, Yala bamboo
clothing and sleepwear, as well as Aura
Cacia essential oils for the body and home
along with other natural cleaning products.
Green Scene customers seek products
to help them reduce, reuse, and recycle as
well as RETHINK the products they use

on their bodies and in their homes. In the
words of Anne-Marie Bonneau, The Zero
Waste Chef “We don’t need a handful of
people doing zero waste perfectly. We need

millions of people doing it imperfectly.”
While introducing a couple products
from the Green Scene into your daily
life will not suddenly solve the world’s
problems. Every step we take in using
more sustainable and ethical products can
impact the world around us.
In 2020, the UPS shipping and drop
off site for Marshall was added to the
store. Customers have expressed much
appreciation for being able to drop off in
a safe and secure location. This offers a
place to take care of their shipping needs
locally as well.
The Green Scene brings to our
downtown, unique products that can make
a difference in our world. The owners
curate the product lines to ensure your
purchases help support the change you
wish to see for our world.
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What is the Farthest You Have Traveled?
By Martin Overhiser
Marshall to Budapest, Hungary (4,638
miles), Kauai, Hawaii (4,435 miles),
and L’Estartit Spain (4,287 miles) are
almost tied for being the farthest we have
traveled “by crow”. Lucy and my trip to
Hungary was in May 1998 when we flew
from Detroit to Newark to Copenhagen to
Budapest. The year before I was Rotary
President and we developed a joint project
with the Rotary Club of Szombathely
Hungary. This was the hometown of Joe
Tatar before he immigrated to the United
States in the 1950s. Our project was to
replace the windows in their high school
and pay for a new computer lab. We were
there with the Tatars and Jay and Karen
Larson to dedicate the completed projects.
We were treated like royalty and Joe and
Veronica gave us a very thorough tour of
Joe’s hometown. On this same European
Vacation we visited one of Lucy‘s college
friends in Salisbury. We saw the church
that was in the Sound of Music movie and
visited a beer garden in Germany. These
side trips were done by rail which was a
brand new experience for us. You get off

the train and look for a place to stay for
the night.
After son Ron graduated from Notre
Dame in 1988 he joined his high school
buddy, Dave, on the island of Maui. They
lived on Dave’s uncle’s farm and mowed
grass almost every day. This was Ron’s
wind surfing unwinding days after his
college years. So being good parents, we
flew to Maui in 1988 to make sure he
was eating his vegetables. We were back
to the Hawaiian Islands two other times.
One of those trips included Thanksgiving
on the island of Kawai. We were amazed
at the huge waves on the north side of the
island. I climbed down a steep cliff and
started exploring a horseshoe cave. Waves
over my head swamped the cave. I barely
got out before much larger waves hit the
caves and filled them up to the top. Risk
takers often die young. I am lucky to have
survived to live many more years and tell
the story.
In 1996 we traveled with our friend Vida
Mumby to England to visit Vida’s cousin.
On that trip we also visited Paris and
Belgium. When in L’Estartit Spain we got

Lucy Overhiser and Vida Mumby on the Mediterranean 1996
to swim in the Mediterranean Sea. Vida got
to float in the salty water and said it was the
most wonderful experience of her whole

life. This trip was almost our furthest but
for sure our longest vacation time-wise.
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President Collins Started State Historical Markers
in Marshall
By Jeff Greene
Marshall Rotary Foundation
Under John Collin’s leadership in 1972,
the Marshall Historical Society became
involved with the State Historical Marker
program offered by the State of Michigan.
The Society purchased four markers that
year which included a large double-sided
marker and three regular markers on posts
for the Honolulu House, the Governor’s
Mansion, and Ketchum Park. John served
on the Michigan Historical Commission
that approved the makers.
Marshall
was always sure of one vote from the
commission. Marshall now has 49 State
of Michigan approved, historic markers.
Only the cities of Detroit and Lansing have
more.
These 49 state markers tell 70 different
stories sometimes on two sides. We also
have 17 assorted monuments and plaques,
8 Marshall historic business plaques, and
10 Rotary street sign markers for more than
100 Marshall History stories to share. The
price of the official State Markers have
increased over the years. The first four
markers cost $1,020 each while today a
marker on a post cost $2,700 and a wall
mounted marker $1,900.
The current system is still led by the
Historical Society and Bob Lowman is
the current volunteer Historical Marker
Curator. The Marshall Area Community
Foundation maintains a fund for donations,
and the City installs the new markers.
Lowman has a list of over a dozen possible
new markers. Donations may be made to
the Community Foundation to support the
purchase of new markers.
In 1992 a double faced marker for the Cronin House and John Bellairs was installed. John Collins (Michigan Historical Commission), Lucy Franke
(Marshall Historical Society President), Virginia Cronin (home owner), and Mayor Joseph Schroeder were all at the dedication of this thirty-third
historical marker in Marshall.
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Grandma’s Toys and Treats
From bored grandmas come great
ideas…. And Grandma’s Toys and Treats
was one of those great ideas. About six
years ago, with her children grown and
her grandchildren in school all day, Dorie
Hamilton found herself at home and bored.
She talked with some friends who all
agreed with her that Marshall needed a toy
store again. Her friend Laura Buczynski
was also finding herself a bit bored with
staying at home, so the two of them began
an adventure that, like children, would
grow and change and grow even more.
Thus, Grandma’s Toys and Treats was
born. Dorie and Laura rented a storefront
at 209 West Michigan Ave and created
an absolutely adorable little toy store that
featured Melissa and Doug Toys as well
as a few other great brands and the perfect
accompaniment to toys; ice cream! “At
first, we sold ice cream so that people
would come in and find our selection of
toys” said Dorie. That little bit of wisdom
worked, and the grandmas were able to
add more and more toys to their selection.
After less than a year, like small children
outgrow clothes, Grandma’s Toys and
Treats had outgrown its location.
A bigger storefront became available
with an undeniably great location at
146 West Michigan Ave. It was time for
Grandma’s Toys and Treats to make the
move to Marshall’s “Golden Block”.
Dorie had always envisioned a cute little
old fashioned ice cream parlor inside the
toy store. So, at their new location, they
installed a black and white checked floor,
had counters to sit at with traditional red
and chrome stools and featured around 12
flavors of ice cream. They also added more
lines of toys and an even bigger selection
from Melissa & Doug in their larger store.
Dorie came up with an idea to use their
former location for a space that would

showcase some of the larger items that
were available from Melissa and Doug.
The new store would be a place where
children could play with those toys and
where parents could enjoy time with their
children, see the quality of the products,
and hopefully want to purchase them for
their children. It would also be a place

where birthday parties could be painless
for parents by providing whatever was
needed for the party – space, decorations,
cake and ice cream, piñatas, and activities
to keep children busy. With these ideas,
a new store was born, and they named it
Grandma’s Party and Play. Things went
well for a while, and then Covid-19

15252 Old US 27 N, Marshall, MI
Order online at www.Hungryhowies.com
or Call 269-781-3555

restrictions shut down the business. As
months of quarantine passed, the business
became lifeless; as things were allowed to
open back up, no one came to play. There
was still a lot of concern from parents
of young children about socializing.
Grandma’s Party and Play became a
victim of the pandemic. Grandma’s being
Grandma’s; it was time for plan B.
Grandma’s Baby Boutique was that
plan. Laura and Dorie have always loved
the sweet toys that companies offered
for babies. “The plush fabrics just keep
getting softer every year”, says Dorie. Both
women noticed that the companies offered
other unique items for babies. They also
noticed that there are no longer any stores
in the area that are focused on babies.
They came up with the idea of creating
a store where families could purchase
everything they need for the new arrival
and where grandmas can let the spoiling
begin! Grandma’s Baby Boutique carries
breastfeeding supplies, christening gowns,
clothing, books, toys, teething supplies,
cribs, crib bedding sets, blankets, car seats
strollers, bassinets, high chairs and so much
more that they too, outgrew their location!
Grandma’s Baby Boutique recently moved
to a building that they purchased located
at 111 West Michigan where they will
continue to grow and add products. It will
be interesting to see where the future goes
for these grandmas, but one thing is for
certain; there will be more great ideas!

2021-2022

MARSHALL ROTARY FOUNTAIN

Page 13

True North Ice Cream
By Vaughn Frentz
Strong on flavor, free of additives and
topped off with great customer service
best describes True North Ice Cream of
Marshall, Michigan.
The idea that Marshall could use a
good ice cream shop inspired Vaughn and
Amy Frentz to install a commercial test
kitchen in the basement of their home in
the spring of 2019. It was important to the
couple to make the highest quality product
available with as many natural ingredients
as possible, free of GMO’S, chemical
dyes and hormones. After researching the
best commercial equipment, food prep
handling, health department protocols and
finding a reputable Michigan dairy the
Frentz household was soon stacked with all
the ice cream it could want. That’s when
friends and family became the official tase
testers and the interest in homemade ice
cream took off.
What makes True North Ice Cream
so special? We believe that happiness is
homemade. We feature 35-40 flavors on
any given day; from traditional to adult
and dairy free options. We source only
the finest ingredients and keep our batches
small and fresh. The ice cream is not stored
in open cases where the air deteriorates the
product; it is stored in individual sealed
containers only opened for your special
order making cross contamination less
likely. Customer service is a high priority.
Whether serving ice cream, shakes, malts,
sundaes, cappuccinos, or espressos the
owner is on premises everyday ensuring
everyone is satisfied.
Upon opening, lines for delicious
homemade ice cream in the newly
renovated shop were up to an hour and a half
long. Although excited with the response,
that type of wait was not sustainable, so

additional staff was added and workflow
improved. Now it’s not uncommon for
a group of 40 to be served in 15 minutes
or less. True North Ice Cream has ample
indoor / outdoor space for families and

friends to gather and reunite whether
coming from the surrounding area or out
of state.
True North Ice Cream is grateful for the
unbelievable response the town has shown,

turning it into a true Marshall destination
and a fun community gathering place. Stop
in for your favorite flavor and follow us on
Facebook.
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A History of the Rotary “Extra” Newspaper
By Jeff Greene, President of the
Marshall Rotary Foundation
The Rotary “Extra” got its start during
the summer of 1950 when a committee
was formed to find a way to augment the
club’s funds for charitable work during
the Christmas season in Marshall and
for Youth Services projects during the
following year.
It was decided by the committee that a
newspaper consisting of eight pages could
be printed by the Marshall Chronicle
and sold by Rotarians on the streets of
downtown in early December. The paper
would be entirely written by the members

and would carry items of local interest as
well as information about Rotary, both
local and international.
Advertising would be sold to local
businesses at a rate of $10 for a twocolumn by 3” space with no limitation on
total size. Since almost every Rotarian was
either a business owner or was an officer
of a larger company, ad sales were easy to
come by.
There were sixty-five members at that
time, and ad sales totaled $1,605 for the
first edition. Not surprisingly, there were
no bad checks or collection problems.

As an inducement to read the paper,
intentionally mis-spelled words were
inserted into some ads, and two prizes
were awarded to those who spotted them
first. There was also a contest for the
high school students to create a Christmas
poster, and five cash prizes were awarded
to the winners. The posters were displayed
in the store windows downtown.
With a healthy dose of optimism, along
with some timely print promotion, 2,500
copies of the first “Extra” were published
and, on Wednesday, December 13th,
they were all sold by the Rotarians. The

price listed was “Whatever Community
Service Is Worth To You”, and $1,100 was
collected.
That trial effort in 1950 has continued
unbroken for every December since, this
being our 71st year of publication. In 2012
we mercifully pulled our Rotarians off the
streets and folded the Extra into the advisor. The annual paper continues to be
one of our primary fund raisers of the year,
now entirely from the advertising revenue.
A Great thanks to our sponsors.

LORI STURDEVANT
REALTOR®

105 W. Michigan Ave.
Marshall, MI 49068

Ph: 269-579-3626
loristurdevant@gmail.com

2021-2022

MARSHALL ROTARY FOUNTAIN

Page 15

2021-2022

Season's
Greetings
From . . .

Michigan Kitchen Distributors
In Business for more than
70 years
106 Oliver Drive
Marshall, MI 49068
(269) 781-5131
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Marshall Hardware
By Mark Walker
My wife and I took over what had been
known as Herman’s Marshall Hardware
this past summer after Paul approached
us about buying the business and the
buildings. He knows we love the Historic
Marshall buildings and have renovated
several previously. The store had been run
by the Herman Family for 50 years. Prior
to that, the Kendall’s and the Meyers’ ran
the store at this location since 1939. There
are 3 buildings that comprise the current
store. The east one, known as The Annex,
had seen a variety of businesses over the
years. It continues to have gifts, garden
themed items and house wares. The central
building had been an implement shop
since the building was built in 1865 until
the Kendall’s bought it in 1939. A large
amount of old fasteners, the likes of which
include square headed bolts and nuts, used
in the farming and wagon trade, as well as
slotted screws, are still present in the store.
There is a freight elevator in the rear which
previously was in the LW Robinson Store
in Battle Creek and moved here when
that building was demolished. The west
building was originally the fire station,
known as the Deluge Fire Co., with a horse
drawn wagon. The horses were stabled
in the rear. This remained until the new
station was built in 1930 (City Hall). The
bell in front of City Hall was the original
fire bell on the roof. The hole in the second
floor where the fire pole went down to the
first floor is still visible. Upstairs in front
was the Town Clerk’s Office with the
beautiful large arched windows.

Since purchasing the store we have begun
a systematic store reset, incorporating many
of the traditional hardware elements while
adding in current products and trends. You
can still buy nails and screws in bulk, by
the pound, weighed on a 100+ yr old scale
made by the Detroit Scale Company. Or
you can buy a pack with 10 or 20 fasteners,
whatever fits your need. In the process,

THE FRANKE CENTER
CONCERT AND THEATER SEASON

JAN. 15
JAN. 22
FEB. 05
FEB. 17-20
FEB. 26
APRIL 09
APRIL 23
MAY 06
MAY 14
JUNE 09-12

IRISH PUB NIGHT | BLACKTHORN
WOLF TREE FILM FESTIVAL
MATT SCHOFIELD | ICE, WINE, BEER AND BLUES
FRANKE CENTER YOUTH THEATER | SHREK THE MUSICAL JR.
JACKSON SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA | CLASSICAL
THE SECOND CITY | COMEDY | FUNDRAISER
OLIVIA DEAR | POP/FOLK
GILMORE KEYBOARD FESTIVAL | YOUNG ARTIST
MICHIGAN MUSIC VIDEO AWARDS | THE ACCIDENTALS
THE FRANKE CENTER YOUTH THEATER | TBD

THEFRANKE.ORG

we are utilizing areas that previously were
overflow or storage for additional retail
space. The back room (the concrete floor
stable area of yesteryear), where many of
the old fasteners and plumbing had been
located, will be a new Outdoor Center with
more product in one place. This will open
up to the outdoors in good weather.
Down the road, plans are to clean out
the second and third floors of the buildings
where numerous artifacts of the past 100+
years have taken up residence. The space
will then be redeveloped into living areas
and possible office space, depending on
layouts and historic preservation concerns.
Our goal is to maintain and expand the
successful business on the first floor while
rehabilitating the upper floors to bring

more people downtown to live as this will
help downtown to flourish and grow.
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Morris Stories – Volume 1

Residentail

When Dad was in his late 70s, we met for
a couple hours on a few Sunday mornings
so I could interview and record him
talking about his parent’s family and their
emigration to the Untied States, along with
a bunch of other interesting stories that I’d
heard him tell over the years. During one
session I mentioned that I remembered, as
a kid, that he seemed to always be involved
in one community fundraiser or another
and then I asked how it was that he so often
filled that role. He answered, “Did I ever
tell you about this highly decorated general
who made a speech to a group of middle
school students?” I said, “Yes”. Morris
went on to say, “During the question-andanswer period after the Generals speech,
some kid asked how he got all the medals
that were pinned to his uniform, and the
general pointed to the smallest one and
said that this one was awarded to me by
mistake, and I got the rest of them, in large
part, based on being awarded this first
one.” I said, “Right” “That’s right, you
smart alec,” he replied, “but that’s pretty
much why I was asked so many times to
help lead or be involved in community
fundraisers.” Then he told me a story I
hadn’t heard.
Morris continued, “Back around 1950,
the Oaklawn Board of Trustees determined
that they were going to do a capital fund
campaign to replace the Dibble House,
Marshall’s original hospital, with a much
larger brick building. Sam Leggitt and
Harold Brooks co-chaired the fund drive
and I was asked to be a member of the
committee. I think I’d only been back
from college a couple years but having
grown up in Marshall and they thought I’d
have relationships that could be helpful
to the drive. I was youngest of the three
members of the committee and I was rather
intimidated by the other members, most
of whom were long-time leaders of the
community.
Anyway, one of the first people that I
was to help call on was Harold Brooks’
brother, Lou Brooks. Harold and Lou were
wealthy individuals who, together, built the
Brooks Rupture Appliance Company into
an internationally successful business. But,
I don’t think there existed an abundance of
brotherly love between the two, nor did Lou
Brooks share Harold’s passion about the
building of a new hospital. Harold wasn’t
even sure Lou would contribute to the
campaign, especially if he were to ask him,
but the committee felt we had to at least
approach him and so it was determined that
Sam Leggitt and I would together, go call
on Lou. I think I was going along merely
to learn the ropes, because I didn’t know
Lou at the time.
Sam made a casual call to Lou, asking if
he could come talk to him about something,
and after making the appointment, called
me and told me to meet him in front
of Lou’s house five minutes before the
meeting. I arrived about 8 minutes before
we were to meet him and stood on the
sidewalk in front of the house, but Sam

Commercial

didn’t show right away. After I’d been
standing there alone for several minutes,
Mrs. Brooks came out and asked if I’d like
to come in. I told her I was supposed to
meet Mr. Leggitt, but he should arrive any
minute and then we’d come to the door.
About five minutes later, Sam still hadn’t
arrived and Mrs. Brooks again invited me
to come inside to wait but I was a little
uncomfortable going in alone and again
politely declined. Three or four minutes
later she came out on the porch and said
that Mr. Brooks has another appointment
soon and would like you to come in now.
I looked down the road in both directions,
hoping to see Sam’s car driving up, but
the street was empty, so I said, ‘OK,’ and
walked on in.
As mentioned, Harold Brooks wasn’t sure
Lou would contribute anything, but Sam
was hoping he could persuade him to give
at least $500. As soon as I walked into the
room where Lou was seated, I introduced
myself and apologized for being late,
telling him I was waiting for Mr. Leggitt,
at which point he said ‘Young man, I know
why you and Sam want to meet with me.
You’re going to ask me to contribute to the
new hospital fund. I’m in no mood to hear
Sam’s pitch about how badly we need this
new hospital. I’ll give you five thousand
dollars, but not a penny more. Now I’ve
got somewhere I need to be soon, so tell
Sam to send me the paperwork.’ As soon
as I picked my jaw up off the floor I said,
‘That is very generous, Mr. Brooks. Thank
you so much. I’ll have Mr. Leggitt mail
you the paperwork.’ With that he waved
me on, I said goodbye to Mrs. Brooks, and
was out the door. As I was walking down
the porch stairs I spotted Sam about halfa-block away walking up the sidewalk. I
put both hands up and waved him back to
his car, then started jogging toward him to
give him the great news.

ericdaleheating@gmail.com

By Dan Stulberg, Rotarian
My dad was a devoted member of the
Marshall Rotary Club for 58 years. He’d
enrolled at MSU following his 1940
graduation from Marshall High School, but
midway through his Spartan experience he
took a couple years off to, as he sometimes
put it, “go win a war,” and when he
returned to Marshall in November of 1945,
his sister, Esther, was about to begin a new
semester at U of M, so he went with her
to Ann Arbor and completed his degree at
the University of Michigan. While there,
a young lady named Charlotte Kaufman
caught his fancy, and in 1947 he graduated,
got married, returned to Marshall to work
with his father at the family-owned scrap
yard, and raise a family of four boys. I’m
boy #3.
Dad has always been a joiner and a doer,
and he’d expressed his desire to a senior
Rotary member a few months before he
graduated, that he planned to return to
Marshall, get involved in community
service and join Rotary. The Rotarian’s
response was, “I’m glad you’re coming
back to Marshall, Morris, and I admire
your desire to serve, but you don’t just
join Rotary, you have to be invited, and I
doubt a Jew will ever be invited to join the
Marshall Rotary Club.” Dad would later
tell me that he was disappointed to hear
that, but not shocked. “He wasn’t trying
to insult me,” Dad said, “It was simply the
way things often were back then.” Dad did
join the Marshall Jaycees when he moved
home, which I believe was a young adult
branch of the Chamber of Commerce
and began what would become a lifelong
passion of being involved in community
service.
As it turned out, Dad was invited to join
Rotary in 1953, at the age of 31. He told
me that at one of his first Rotary meetings
a piece of paper was being passed around.
Each Rotarian would sign his name, and
then pass it to the person sitting next to him.
When the paper came to him, he signed it
and passed it on. It wasn’t until later in the
meeting that he learned that the club was
donating a couple thousand dollars to help
build an equipment storage building and
locker room at the Marshall Athletic Field
along Michigan Avenue, and that he had
just signed a document guaranteeing a loan
from the bank for the balance of the cost.
He told me, “When I learned that I broke
into a cold sweat. I think I was making $85
a week at the time.”
I think Dad was involved in practically
every major Marshall fundraiser, such as
school millage or Oaklawn capital fund
campaigns. He also co-chaired a drive
to purchase the Honolulu House for the
Historical Society and led a campaign
to buy the former Methodist Church to
find a new home for the Marshall Civic
Players. The building ended up becoming
the Marshall Civic Center and now is the
Franke Center for the Arts. That drive
also led to the formation of the Marshall
Community Foundation.

Eric Dale

When word got back to the committee
that Morris talked Lou Brooks into giving
$5000 to the hospital drive, my reputation
as a skilled fundraiser was cemented.
So that was the first medal that I got by
mistake, and I got drafted into participating
in all the other fundraisers because of that
one.”
Before our story-telling session ended
that day Dad told me one other cute
“Hospital Fundraising” story. It wasn’t that
same fund drive for the new hospital. It was
probably about 20 years later when Dad
was in a much better financial situation.
He wasn’t chairing the drive, but I’m sure
he helped, both in making calls and by
donating as much as he felt he and Mom
could afford. My grandfather was alive
at the time. When one of the committee
chairs called on him for a donation, my
grandfather agreed to contribute and told
him how much he’d give. Apparently it
wasn’t what the committee member had
hoped to hear because my grandfather read
his face and said, “What, It’s not enough,”
to which the person replied, “Mr. Stulberg,
we’re grateful for any contribution, it’s
just that Morris has given a significantly
larger pledge,” to which my grandfather
immediately replied, “Yes, but Morris has
a rich father. I don’t.” I don’t recall if Dad
said my grandfather increased his donation,
but I was pretty impressed by his response.
There are so many more Morris stories
to tell. Hope you enjoyed Volume 1.

Marshall’s Premiere Pet Care Facility for
Professional Grooming, Doggie Play Care & More!

(269) 781-2509
13416 Preston Drive, Marshall
www.marshalldoggiespa.com

Service & Installation

President

16969 Burlington Dr. (Off North Old 27)
www.EricDaleHeatingAC.com
Tel: 269-781-7751 • Fax: 269-781-8040

Generators
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The Marshall Rotary Foundation
By Jeff Greene, President of
the Marshall Rotary Foundation
The stated purpose of the Marshall
Rotary Foundation (MRF), which
was chartered in 1984, is to provide
financial aid to non-profit entities
which benefit youth groups, the aged,
sick, handicapped or disadvantaged,
health care services and civic functions
of the Marshall community.
Since the last edition of the Rotary
Extra during the pandemic of 2020,
our foundation has been very active in
response to those needs.

The MRF was a major benefactor of
the Eastend Studio & Gallery project
towards installation of an elevator up
to the beautifully restored ballroom
on the third floor. We received a
supplemental matching grant from
our Rotary District 6360 to make that
project a reality.
During this past summer we
provided funds for new playground
equipment to be installed at the Allcott
Street Park. Again, our District 6360
matched our grant for a total of $6,000
in all.

The Marshall District Library
requested funds for their Dolly
Parton’s Imagination Library Fund,
and we were happy to help.
Our most recent financial support
went toward the relocation of the
Heritage Commons Senior Enrichment
Center into their new space in the
Marshall Plaza.

Page 19
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The Copper Athletic Club
As residents of Marshall, we, along with
countless others, frequented the original
Copper Bar for decades. We were drawn
to its historic charm, small town feel, and
unique traditions…as we can all recall hot
dog Thursdays, writing-covered walls,
hunting trophies and peanut shells.
As we drank beers from our mason jars,
we often found ourselves conversing about
how awesome it would be to own such an
establishment. We talked about our vision
for a local watering hole of our own; all
the while thinking it would forever be
fictional. However, as life often provides,
an opportunity eventually presented
itself. The owner was ready to retire and
was searching for someone to carry the
Copper Bar into the future. It took little
contemplation to decide we were, in fact,
ready to make our dream a reality. In
November of 2018, a deal was made, and
the Copper Bar officially changed hands.
Our vision for the Copper Bar included
a combination of the legacy created by
those before us, and an infusion of our
own ideas. We wanted to create a place for
people to gather, watch sports, and create
lasting memories. We spent nine months
renovating the space, creating a unique
(but not too unique) menu, developing
our dream team, and building a brand that
would encompass our values. We wanted
to emphasize a welcoming atmosphere for
all, exceptional customer service, great
food, and community investment. We also
knew an important part of the brand had
to be our name. We are originally from
the Detroit area, which is home of the late
Lindell Athletic Club. The Lindell AC is
believed to be one of the country’s first real
sports bars. It was named with the intent
of poking fun at the exclusive, membership
only, Detroit Athletic Club. We appreciated
the humor and atmosphere of the Lindell

AC, and felt the name, Copper Athletic
Club, would be an appropriate tribute.
Since we opened, the people of Marshall
(and beyond) have been incredibly
welcoming and supportive. We recently
celebrated our three year anniversary,
surviving one of the most challenging
years to ever face the service industry.
All of us at the Copper AC are extremely
grateful for the loyalty and generosity of

our community. In turn, we will continue
to invest in the city of Marshall and its
people. We look forward to the future and
hope to be a part of your lives for many
years to come.

Gary Baker
REALTOR®

Michigan Real Estate

820 Capital Ave SW
Battle Creek, MI 49015
Cell: 269-419-4488
Office: 269-565-3311
(e) garybaker@bhhsmi.com

www.garybaker.bhhsmichiganrealestate.com
License: 6501341042
A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Jack Reed

Mortgage Sales Manager
NMLS:400554
jack.e.reed@huntington.com
269.579.0165 OFFICE
269.579.0165 MOBILE
269.781.6884 FAX

A sports bar. Not a gym.
11am-Midnight everyday
133 W. Michigan Ave, Marshall MI
269-558-8222

THE HUNTINGTON
NATIONAL BANK
115 West Drive S.
Marshall, MI 49068

Now is the perfect time
to get your affairs in order.

BATTER
MIX
COMPANY

Marshall Rotary Club thanks
Drake's Batter Mix Company
for their generous donation to the
Rotary Fish Fry!

1631 Pratt Avenue • Marshall, MI 49068
269-781-3911
Manufacturer of various dry mixes,
specializing in batter mixes, breading mixes,
biscuit, pancake and waffle mixes.
Celebrating over 80 years
in business.

* Estate Planning
* Wills * Trusts * Probate

Housley Peters Law Office PC
905 W. Michigan Ave.,
Suite A, Marshall
(269) 248-6500

Diane K. Peters
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Larry’s Floor Covering & Paint
In today’s world not many businesses
can say they have remained family owned
for three generations!
Larry’s Floor
Covering & Paint has been a retailer for
over 67 years beginning with Clare Gwilt
who opened the first store in 1946 in
Dowagiac, Michigan. Clare’s son-in-law,
Larry Merrild, ran the business until 1954
when he opened the Albion Paint Spot.
The business expanded in 1963 to Battle
Creek with Larry’s Paint Spot. In 1994, the
current location in Marshall was opened
and became Larry’s Floor Covering &
Paint with Andrew Merrild as proprietor.
Andy grew up in the business under
the guidance of his father. His knowledge
and experience, along with his personal
commitment to providing customers with
quality products and installation services
has allowed the business to thrive for more
than 27 years. Doing business with Larry’s
gives customers’ peace of mind knowing
they are receiving the benefit of working
with one of the best teams in all of southcentral Michigan.
Larry’s carries a wide variety of quality
national brands and offers much more than
flooring and paint. With a talented staff,
customers receive the benefit of decades of
knowledge in working with home goods
that can only save busy homeowners time
and money.
Benjamin Moore paint is a proven
winner as premium quality paint. Claude
Lang has broad experience in the industry
and in year’s past owned his own store in
downtown Marshall. He assists clients with
selecting the best products for application
that will make any paint project successful.
Also, Andy gives every customer, every
day a 20% discount on Benjamin Moore
paints and primers!
A few examples of other quality
products include Shaw Flooring offering
luxury vinyl plank, hardwood, ceramic tile
and many styles and types of carpet that
can enhance your home. Also, Mannington
Your complete decorating center.

Carpeting, vinyl, and
wood flooring, ceramic,
wall covering, window treatments
and Benjamin Moore paints

and Armstrong are available. Lafayette
and Hunter Douglas are just two of the
companies offering beautiful window
treatments.
Window treatments have changed
dramatically over the years and with the
expertise of Rebecca Schnorr, customers
can choose from a wide variety of
products. This includes hard and soft

window fashions not limited to shades,
blinds and draperies. Rebecca brings her
art expertise to offer customers unique
designs composed of textures and colors.
As a former art instructor, Rebecca holds
a degree in fine art and certification in
interior design. She loves bringing this
talent into customer’s homes!

Larry’s prides itself on their professional
installation service that includes a team that
has been a part of the staff since Larry’s
opened the Marshall location. Andy and
his team are proud to be a part of Marshall’s
small business group and pride themselves
on trading locally. Stop by and let Larry’s
be your personal home consultant!

Thank You, Marshall Rotary,
For All You Do
Getting Kids and Families Outdoors
Memberships Available
Facility Rentals Starting 2022

Floor Covering
and Paint Spot, Inc.

Weddings, Reunions, Parties, Meetings, etc.

827 West Michigan Ave. • Marshall

269/781-9888

www.larrysfloor.com
Monday - Friday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Saturday 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Visit Us at:

CONSERVATION CLUB

wildercreekconservationclub.org

Jackson & Jackson llc
Accounting & Law Offices

311 East Mansion Street
Marshall, Michigan 49068
269.781.5126 • Fax 269.781.2855
Doug Jackson, Chad Jackson,
Mark Jackson, Annette Taylor,
Sandee Jackson, Julie Swafford,
Glenda Jackson, and
Deb Deveney
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Mail by the Pail
By Mike Schragg
About a year ago, I was giving a tour
of the Marshall, MI, Postal Museum to a
group from the U.S. Power Squadron from
Lansing. I was telling the group about boat
mail and how it was delivered. I mentioned
that I would love to have the opportunity
to deliver mail to the ships as they traveled
through the Detroit River some day.
One of the members of the group,
Marilyn Bezdek, said she had done this
herself before and knew just who to
contact to make my dream a reality. True to
her word, Marilyn called me last May and I
made plans to meet her and her husband in
Jackson for the trip to Detroit.
My anticipation grew as we reached
the river and pulled up to the Westcott
Company, at the foot of 24th St., in the
shadows of Ambassador Bridge. As soon
as we arrived, Captain Sam Buchanan,
better known as “Slamming Sam,” and
his co-worker, John,·greeted us. I later
learned that Sam joined the Westcott
Company 13 years ago at the age of 18.
Within two years, he held a SO-ton license
for inspected vessels, and had become the
youngest member of the Detroit Lodge of
the International Shipmaster’s Association.
Sam and John gave me a tour of the
Westcott building, showing me the
mailroom where mail is sorted and bagged
for the more than 500 freighters that pass
through Detroit on the Detroit River.
These freighters commonly pass through
30 to 60 times each year.
The back of the building is used as a
supply room for the freighters. Along with
the mail, the Westcott Company delivers
such common items as light bulbs, laundry
soap, cleaning supplies, paper towels and
toilet paper. In addition to these items, the
freighters also depend on the company for
the oil used in their engines. Barrels of oil
are stocked in back of the building under
the shade of a few tall oak trees.
At about 10 a.m., the postal carrier
arrived with the mail for the day-two
bags full. In 1963, the U.S. Postal Service
assigned the company its own ZIP code:
48222. This is the first and only floating
ZIP code in the country.

Sam and John worked together to sort
the mail to each individual freighter and
place it in one of the 500 mailbags hanging
in the mailroom. After the mail is sorted for
the day, the employees on duty sit ad wait
for the next freighter to call or fax for their
mail and any supplies needed . These calls
usually come less than an hour before the
freighter is due at the Ambassador Bridge,
the rendezvous point for the mail boat.
At 11a.m., we received our first call of
the day.
Two freighters headed our way requested
their mail and quite a few supplies. After
helping load the mail and supplies onto the
J.W Westcott II , I was given a life jacket
and shown a seat at the back of the boat.
The freighters of the Great Lakes do not
stop for their supplies because a single lost
hour at port can equal between $1,000 and
$2 ,000 in lost revenue . The Westcott mail
boat must pace alongside the freighter and
ram its hull into the side of the much larger
freighter, as both are traveling at about 12
miles per hour on the sometimes-stormy
Detroit River.
Once we reached our first freighter
and Captain Sam rammed hulls to hold
us alongside, I was given the sign to go
outside the cabin and put the mail into the
pail the crew was lowering over the side.
It was a tremendous thrill for me, equal to
that of any amusement park ride. Imagine
approaching these giant freighters, some
eight to 10 stories above the waterline, just
so you can ram the hulls and live to tell
about it.
When we reached the next freighter,
Captain Sam and John did all the work.
They were delivering supplies in some
rather large boxes, which had to be tied
off to ropes and hoisted up the side of the
freighter. This appeared to be a somewhat
haz ardous task. As Sam and John were
doing this, I was hanging safely onto the
rail on the opposite side of the boat taking
pictures.
We delivered to both freighters in less
than 20 minutes and then headed back to
the Westcott building to await our next
call. We had,a great lunch that Marilyn had
packed and, while waiting for the next
Mail, continued on page 23

The J.W. Westcott II delivers mail to freighters on the Detroit river by ramming its hull into the
side of the much-larger freighter, and then putting mail into the pail lowered over the side by the
freighter’s crew.

Mike Schragg helps load supplies onto the J.W. Westcott II in preparation for delivering mail
and supplies to freighters on the Detroit River – an experience “more thrilling than an amusement
park ride.”
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ship, Sam gave us a little history of the
company.
The founder, J.W. Westcott, started with
nothing more than an idea and a rowboat
back in 1874. He charged 25 cents a letter
to row out to the freighters from Belle Isle,
an island at the mouth of the Detroit River.
The company became a U.S. Post Office
station and started delivering mail to ships
in 1895.
Today, the mail bags are delivered to
freighters in a five-gallon pail hoisted over
the side of the freighters, and raised and
lowered hand-over-hand by a rope secured
to the bucket. The Westcott Company
employs 20 people and operates seven
days a week, 24 hours a day. It maintains a
crew of three employees working in eighthour shifts. The season for Westcott’s
employees is dictated by the operation of
the Sault Ste. Marie locks and ice floes on
the Detroit River. Operations traditionally
begin on April 1 and run through Dec. 20.
In the afternoon, we rammed three more
freighters and each delivery was different
and very exciting. I took some videotape
and lots of pictures, which are on display
at the Postal Museum in Marshall.
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The J.W. Westcott II is dwarfed next to one of the freighters
getting mail and supplies.

Mail for the freighters is
sorted in the Westcott
Company mailroom and
placed in one of 500
mailbags.

After four hours of chasing freighters,
I was ready to return home and share the
details of my journey . Grateful for the
experience, I bid the crew a fond farewell

with a promise that I could return, satisfied
my dream of delivering mail by pail had
become reality.

Mike Schragg is Postmaster of Marshall,
Ml, and, when he’s not ramming the hulls
of freighters on the Detroit River, curator
of the Marshall Postal Museum.

Marshall Historical Society Looking Forward to 2022
The Marshall Historical Society will be
marking 60 years of operations next year
as it works to overcome difficulties caused
by Covid-19 pandemic.
The Honolulu House Museum, 107 N.
Kalamazoo Ave., opened to the public
on May 25, 1962, in a Michigan Week
Heritage Day observance that drew a
crowd of at least 5,000 people to witness
the transfer of the building’s deed to the
new historical society.
The society expects to return to normal
operations in 2022 and bring back two
of the community’s major events, the
Marshall Historic Home Tour in September
and the Marshall Candlelight Walk in
December. Concerns over the community
spread of Covid-19 caused cancellation of
those events for 2020 and 2021 resulting
in the loss of the society’s primary revenue
sources.
In the meantime, operations of the
Honolulu House and of the Marshall
Historical Museum at the GAR Hall, 402
E. Michigan Ave., will continue through
Dec. 19. The historical society will have
its annual meeting on Jan. 24, 2022. The
museums will restart weekend operations
in April with the Honolulu House adding
Friday and Monday hours in May.
The Honolulu House is best known for
the preservation of its impressive 1880s
ceiling and wall paintings. The Marshall
Historical Museum at the GAR Hall
features a special exhibit recognizing
the contributions to Marshall by Harold
Brooks, the city’s most prominent citizen
of the 1900s.
A recent $7,500 grant from Michigan
Humanities will fund the museums’ utility

costs through next September. Grants from
the Marshall Community Foundation and
Enbridge Fueling Futures are being used
to implement the society’s new website
which will be unveiled soon.
A major project for 2022 will be the
installation of a new roof at the historical
museum. The project had been planned for
this year but was delayed. Repairs to the
Honolulu House steps, both back and front,
also will be a priority.
George Whelan is currently historical
society president with Bill Mabin as vice
president, Chelsea Johnson as secretary
and Jeff Greene as treasurer. Other board
members are Darby Bayliss, Pam Munsie,
Casey Nager and Kimber Thompson.
The creation of the Marshall Historical
Society was an outgrowth of efforts by the
then Calhoun County Historical Society
to obtain the Honolulu House as its
headquarters. The last private owner had
died in 1951. County historical society
president Anne Ells convinced Harold
Brooks to buy the building to protect it
from possible demolition. A decade of
unsuccessful efforts followed to have the

county government acquire the building
for the historical society.
Mrs. Ells organized a community
meeting in July 1961 where Brooks offered
to sell the building if the county historical
society reorganized as the Marshall
Historical Society. The new organization
was incorporated a month later.
A
community fund-raising campaign raised
the amount necessary to buy the building
and begin renovations.
The historical society became an
important force in creating the community’s
image as Historic Marshall that cares about
its history, its historic structures and their
architectural integrity.

In 1968, the historical society took over
operating the Marshall Historic Home
Tour which became known as the longestrunning home tour in the Midwest. It
became involved in the state’s historic
marker program in 1972. Only Detroit
and Lansing now have more markers
than Marshall. The historical society was
involved with the effort that culminated
in the creation of the National Historic
Landmark District in 1991.
The historical society is always looking
for people willing to volunteer for a variety
of opportunities. Interested persons can
leave a message at the Honolulu House by
calling 269-781-8544.
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Quilts at the Marshall House

By Karen Larson
Quilts at the Marshall house came about
in an unusual way. My husband had always
talked about being an antique dealer.
Shortly after he retired from Eaton the old
Marshall House Hotel became available so
we purchased it in 2002. Son Greg and Jay
soon began renovations.
The building, like many others in
Marshall, has an unusual history. It was
built in 1838 and was the largest hotel
between Detroit and Chicago at that time
costing $30,000. The town expected to be
voted the State capital and a large, elegant
hotel would be needed. Since these never
materialized, the business eventually failed
several times finally becoming a hospital
during our Civil War. Following the war,
it became the Perrin Institute for Young
Women, a boarding school. After that it was
turned into apartments which eventually
were occupied by squatters who used its
supporting beams for heating. The City of
Marshall condemned the damaged areas
and the East wing and central portions of
the building were demolished leaving the
existing brick structure which was a single
family home until the 1940’s. It became a
funeral home until the late 1980’s when it
was sold and used for an antique mall.
When Shops at the Marshall House
opened on Merchants’ Open House day in
December 2003 it contained a two room
quilt shop, In Sheep’s’ Clothing yarn shop

and DD Iron Works as well as several rooms
of antiques. Over the years the Yarn Shop
closed, DD Iron Works ceased operation
and the antique business dwindled while
the Quilt Shop business expanded to
encompass the entire first floor.
The Shop is open seven days a week
and welcomes customers from all over the
country. Once Covid 19 travel restrictions
lift our Canadian customers will also be
able to return. The Shop strives to be a
welcoming place where quilters, fabric
addicts or their friends and family will feel
welcome and inspired to create. Advice
and encouragement are always available
and gladly shared. With 4000 bolts of
fabric we are able to have concentrations
of many different design types including
reproductions, novelty, children’s, Asian,
batiks and just about anything else you
can think of. There are hundreds of books
and patterns, the latest notions and many
gift items so there is plenty of opportunity
for inspiration. Classes are offered
occasionally and we have multiple interest
groups that meet monthly so people with
similar interests can learn from each other.
This year we celebrate our 18th
anniversary the first weekend of December.
It’s been quite an experience.

Mon-Sat 10-4
Sun 12-4

Business Banking Solutions
Linda Engle
Vice President,
Business Development Director
NMLS # 688842

lengle@hcb.us
269-558-0994

Frank Boley, Heather Viland, Deborah Bibbings, Heidi Weberling

124 W. Michigan Ave.,
Marshall, MI 49068
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National House Inn
By Barb Bradley, Innkeeper
Built in 1835, National House Inn is
noted as the first brick building built in
Calhoun County. Much is written about
this Inn and its owners, changes in name,
and uses through the years. One of my
favorite stories is about the Inn being used
as part of the Underground Railroad. I have
to call it a story because it has been told so
many times and because there is no written
documentation of the building being used
in this way. But you have to understand
that the Underground Railroad was illegal
and there was little left to tell us of the
exact buildings on the route. So I write in
hopes you, like me, will walk through the
Inn and use your imagination for how it
may have happened.
In 1976 the building, which was being
used as apartments, was purchased by two
families. The Minick’s and the Kinney’s,
began to completely restore it to be used
as a bed and breakfast. While they were
measuring the main floor dining room
and the basement room directly below
it they found a difference in size. They
were excited not knowing what treasures
they might find, but also because they
thought they might find evidence of the
Underground Railroad coming through
here specifically. They began to break
through the wall hoping to find something
that would verify that a small room here
had been used to hide slaves. What they
found when they got through, was a room
10 feet wide that went the width of the
dining room. There they saw walls lined
with shelves that held bottles. They were
now pretty sure that this building could
have been used during prohibition but
what about the Underground Railroad?
They also found indication on the wall
that at one time there may have been a
tunnel or outside entrance leading from
the secret room. They have never found
such a tunnel. There were no other clues
so they were still unsure of the room’s
original use. But this is not the end of the
mystery.
From the main entrance at the back of
the Inn, take a walk down the center hall
toward the front door on the main floor.
On the left-hand side of the hall you will
see a telephone booth. This used to be a
closet with a wooden door. At the back
of the closet you will see a trap door and
behind the trap door there is an iron grating
or grill work that sits in the risers between
the stairs. You could sit in this closet and
look through the grill work, down the hall
out the glass front door across the circle
to the building that was used as a livery in
the 1800’s. But from outside you couldn’t
see inside through the grill work into
the closet. What a perfect hiding
place to put a lookout…and so…the story
continues!

Jon Troyer 'J T', General Manager
Office: 269-781-3945
Fax: 269-781-6765
email: jt@legglumber.com

Tina Currier, Kitchen and Bath Designer
Office: 269-781-4204
Cell: 269-245-7756
designtec.tina@gmail.com

Beron’s

Tree Service
Expert Felling • Trimming
Stump Removal
– Free Estimates
– Fully Insured
– Prompt Service
Serving the Historic Marshall
Area since 1978

Joel & Holly Irish
269-781-2462

The National House Inn
Barbara Bradley, Innkeeper
102 S. Parkview, Marshall, MI 49068
(269)781-7374
frontdesk@www.nationalhouse.com
www.nationalhouseinn.com

Distinctive
Overnight Accommodation in
Michigan's Oldest Operating Inn
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Grand River
Brewery
By Kylie Vanloo
Grand River Brewery in historic
Marshall, Michigan is a one of a kind
establishment.
With this business being only the
third business occupying the corner of
West Michigan Ave. and Jefferson St. in
downtown Marshall, we believe location
is a great part of our success. Marshall is
a quaint town with lovely residents, and
a strong hearted community. Aside from
location, our freshly smoked meats, pure
Michigan products, and delicious brews
ensure new guests, and frequent returning
guests are satisfied.
Justin Dalenberg, his wife Roberta, and
our large team of restaurant professionals
have given their all in the development of
this business. We are more than a company,
we are a family. Our food quality reflects
the carefulness, compassion, and love that
our team exhibits every day. One bite of
our creamy béchamel Mac and cheese, or
the first cut into our tender smoked brisket
will have you hooked.
Our product is sent to Marshall from our
Fresh Market and Bakery in Manchester,
Michigan. The Manchester Market is home
to our GRB product, and is now open so
patrons can buy our fresh products for their
own kitchen.
The next time you are in Marshall, stop
in Grand River Brewery for a hot, fresh,
locally sourced meal and some delectable
craft beer. We can’t wait to serve you!

The little guy on the horse is Rotarian Thom Mcpherson.
The horse is a very large draft horse which was actually used to plow and for other farming
activities on the farm where Thom grew up out north of town. Also in the picture is a friend
from the one room country school (Porter School) where they and Thom’s two sisters, Linda and
Martha (also shown in the picture), went to grade school.

· SCRATCH MADE FOOD · LOCAL INGREDIENTS · CRAFT BEER, COCKTAILS, WINE & SPIRITS ·

®
John Schragg
Agent

1114 W Michigan Avenue Suite 5
Three Rivers, MI 49093-2122
Bus 269 278 8000 Fax 269 278 8007
john.schragg.vaaj8y@statefarm.com

DOWNTOWN MARSHALL

The greatest compliment you can give is a referral.
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We make what matters work.*

*

At Eaton, we believe that power is a fundamental part
of just about everything people do. That’s why we’re
dedicated to helping our customers find new ways to
manage electrical, hydraulic and mechanical power more
efficiently, safely and sustainably. To improve people’s
lives, the communities where we live and work, and the
planet our future generations depend upon. Because
this is what really matters. And we’re here to make sure
it works.
To learn more go to: Eaton.com/whatmatters

We make what matters work.

