
By Jack Reed,
Rotary Club President

Marshall Rotary is a service organization 
that has existed in our community for 96 
years. Made up of 50 community members, 
the Marshall Rotary Club continues to 
grow because the great people of our 
community want to be a positive resource 
making a difference. We look forward to 
2024 when we will celebrate 100 years of 
“Service above Self.”

Throughout the year, the Marshall Rotary 
Club and the Rotary Foundation award 
grants to nearly 20 organizations right here 
in our area. These grants are made possible 
by Rotary’s annual fundraisers, including 
The Rotary Extra, an important fundraiser 
for us in a year when so many of our others 
have not been able to happen due to the 
pandemic.

This year has been like no other in our 96 
year history, and the community businesses 
in these pages deserve our support to thrive 
during the challenging times of COVID-19. 
Take time to look at the advertisements and 
articles in this publication and then think 
LOCAL when you shop, see a doctor, or 
take time for dining, whether through 
curbside pickup or while social distancing.

As an organization this year, we have 
continued to meet however and wherever 
it is safe to do so. Our members have been 
fl exible in their approaches to community 
service yet still involved, working hard to 
improve membership and programs. We 
have joined together this year to paint our 
city’s fi re hydrants, perform our Dream 
Dollar event virtually, and continue to hold 
club events to support local non-profi ts in 
their endeavors.

I hope you join us on Tuesdays at 
noon to learn more about the exciting 
things your local club is involved in here in 
Marshall. You can fi nd us on Facebook to 
see exciting updates of our club members 
in action. Most importantly, we want to 
thank you for supporting the work we do 
as the Marshall Rotary Club.

* * * * * *

By Paul Davis, President Elect
of the Marshall Rotary Club

Our relocating to Marshall began in the 
fall of 1989 when my late wife, Becky, was 
fi rst diagnosed with Stage IV Breast Cancer 
and the prognosis at that time, was 18 to 
24 months. After facing the reality of that, 
she started her journey through radiation 
treatments, chemotherapy and surgeries. 
And always with a positive outlook.

We had talked on numerous occasions 
that someday when we retired we would 
live in a small town in a historic house. 
Even though neither of us was 50 yet, it 
was time to put that plan into motion. 
Being from a large suburban area near 
Detroit and living in the “fast lane”, we 
made the decision that because we could… 
we would!

And so, the search for a new place to call 
home had begun. Originally, I thought that 
somewhere in the Ashville, NC area would 
be nice, just to get away from some of the 
harsh winters we can and do experience in 
Michigan. But Becky thought we should 
do a little investigating in the small towns 
in lower Michigan...and besides, she said, 
“It’s about halfway to NC”. Hmmm, she 
had never lied to me before, so OK, must 
be true?

We began, with day trips to Dexter, 
Chelsea, Paw Paw, Three Rivers, Sturgis 
and Coldwater. Then one afternoon when 
returning from a visit to Coldwater, we 
happened to get off at the Marshall exit. 

Becky had previously been in Marshall 
with some friends for a Christmas Walk 
and remembered it as a cute town. We 
drove in from the west toward downtown

Halfway continued on page 4

By John Yakimow, Rotarian
To know why someone came to some 

place, I believe that it is fi rst necessary to 
know from where they came.

I, John Yakimow, was raised in the NW 
Indiana Region – Gary, Hammond, and 
East Chicago, an area of mighty steel mills, 
oil refi neries and support industries at the 
southern tip of Lake Michigan. It was an 
area that helped dominate the world markets 
at the time following WW II.  Gary, at one 
time, was known as the “All American 
City.”  Everyone I knew worked and made 

enough money to support a family of four or 
more.  These were good times in a smoky, 
stinking, prosperous area.

After working in a foundry in East 
Chicago, an auto assembly plant in South 
Chicago, and as a foreman in Mechanical 
Maintenance at Republic Steel in South 
Chicago (one of 10,000 employees), I got a 
Mechanical Engineering degree and then a 
JD from Valparaiso University.  I then headed 
for the 37th fl oor of a 40-story building in 
Chicago, the tallest building in Chicago at

Dunlap/Yakimow continued on page 4
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In Memoriam:
Susan Collins

By Angela Semifero, Rotarian
On November 2, Marshall Rotary Club 

lost our dear friend and sister in service, 
Susan Collins. Susan was a member of 
Marshall Rotary Club for more than 15 
years and, in that time, led several projects, 
and served in many roles, including Club 
President.  She embodied the Rotary motto 
of “Service Above Self” and there are few 
people in the Marshall community who 
were not touched by her work and her 
spirit. 

Born and raised in Indiana, Susan 
received her Bachelor’s Degree in 
Education from Purdue University in 
1966.  She started her professional life as a 
teacher before branching out and working 
as a computer engineer in Connecticut with 
her sister Peggy.  She came to Michigan in 
1973 when she had taken a computer job 
for Honeywell.  She settled in Marshall, 
expecting to be here for a year, but then 
she fell in love with both her husband, 
John Collins, and through him, the City of 
Marshall. 

 Married in 1977, Susan and John adopted 
all of Marshall as their family. They 
worked tirelessly to bring people together 
to celebrate the history of Marshall. John 
traveled all over the country promoting 
Marshall as a tourism destination with 
Susan offering research, support, and 
leadership locally to gain national 
recognition. They enjoyed traveling the 
world together and brought back ideas for 
events like Marshall’s Scarecrow Festival. 

Susan’s love of history led her to get 
involved in many organizations and 
projects, locally and statewide. Susan 
served on the board of Marshall Historical 
Society and co-chaired Marshall’s Historic 
Home Tour on multiple occasions. She 
was happy to open her 1850 historic home 
to visitors from around the country who 
fl ocked to Marshall for this tour on several 
occasions. She was the fi rst woman elected 
as president of the Historical Society of 
Michigan and she served on their board for 
multiple terms. Susan served as co-chair 
of Marshall’s National Historic Landmark 
District Committee and was instrumental in 
Marshall receiving the Dozen Distinctive 
Destinations in 2004 by the National Trust 
for Historic Preservation. She created a 
mini-tour program that brought hundreds 
of visitors to Marshall each year and 
worked to create walking maps of historic 
sites in Marshall. When John passed away 
in 2004, Susan picked up the leadership

Collins, continued on page 18
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POSTPONED - New Date Coming Soon
Sadie Bass - Country

December 12
Bob Milne - Ragtime Piano

JANUARY 16
Irish Pub Night / Blackthorn - Celtic Music

JANUARY 23 
Wolf Tree Film Festival - Film

FEBUARY 6  

Matt Schofield - Ice, Wine, Beer & Blues

FEBUARY 18-21
Matilda - Children’s Theater

FEBUARY 27
The Verve Pipe - Alternative

PURCHASE
TICKETS

MARCH 6
Pete Seeger Tribute - Folk

MARCH 27 
Chicago Dance Crash  - Dance

APRIL 10
Jackson Symphony Orchestra - Classical

APRIL 24
The Second City - Comedy - Fundraiser

MAY 1
Joe Louis Walker  - Blues

MAY 8
Jordan Hamilton - Hip-Hop

June 10-13
Little Shop of Horrors - Children’s Theater

Online at TheFranke.org or call
The Box Office: 269.781.0001

NEW TICKET PACKAGES:

LORI STURDEVANT
REALTOR®

105 W. Michigan Ave. 
Marshall, MI 49068
Ph: 269-579-3626
loristurdevant@gmail.com

Michigan Kitchen Distributors
In Business for more than

70 years

106 Oliver Drive
Marshall, MI 49068

(269) 781-5131

Season's
Greetings
From . . .

Sweet Peas
Children's Thrift Shop

Dennis & Karen Casey
Owners

121 W. Michigan Ave.
Marshall, MI

269-967-5436
http://www.facebook.com/SweetPeasChildrensThriftShop/

Mon. - Sat.
11 am - 5pm

The National House Inn
Barbara Bradley, Innkeeper

102 S. Parkview, Marshall, MI  49068
(269)781-7374

frontdesk@www.nationalhouse.com
www.nationalhouseinn.com

Distinctive
Overnight Accommodation in

Michigan's Oldest Operating Inn
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The Mole Hole...Etc., Etc.
By Kristin Holbrook, Owner

In the beginning there were two teachers 
who had two small children. These two 
wonderful people loved their children 
enough to want them to grow up in a small 
town where they could walk to school and 
be involved in their community. This is the 
story of how the Mole Hole of Marshall 
came to be.

In 1976, my parents, Michael and Penny 
Kinter, moved us to Marshall. I was three 
and my brother Ken was one. My dad was 
a collector of all things musical. And you 
could say coincidently, or maybe it was 
fate, he had recently purchased the Barton 
Theater organ that originally came from 
Marshall’s 1927 Garden Theater. More on 
that later.

Mike was a high school speech and drama 
teacher in Bloomfield Hills. As drama 
teacher, he directed plays and built the sets. 
One of the things he always lamented was 
taking down the sets after the shows were 
over. Opening a gift shop looked to him 
like the perfect fit. He could build the set, 
and never have to take it down. 

While on a trip to the Petoskey area, 
my parents met Jack Harris. Jack owned 
the original Mole Hole and after visiting, 
they decided that this was exactly the 
kind of store they wanted to open. They 
already had friends who lived in Marshall, 
so they set out to find the perfect historic 
house. What a house they found! I got to 
grow up in what is known today as the 
“Holiday” house. It was close to town 
and within walking distance to school, 
and a cool place to grow up. They became 
highly active in the community and with 
the Historical Society. Our house was on 
Home Tour every four years as I grew up.

Anyway, back to the story. In 1977, the 
Marshall Historical Society, in conjunction 
with Marshall’s Chamber of Commerce 
and the City of Marshall, received a grant 
which allowed them to hire KMH, a local 
design firm, to start a project making 
drawings of the facades of our downtown 
buildings in keeping with their historic 
beginnings. My parents, who were in the 
process of restoring the building they 
had purchased, jumped at the chance to 
be the first to utilize these drawings. And 
so, the “flat front” 1950’s Montgomery 
Ward catalog storefront was replaced with 
what you see today. The pipe organ they 
had purchased from a local antique dealer 
was installed, merchandise was purchased, 
and the Mole Hole opened for business on 
October 25th of that year. 

Within six months, renovations started 
behind the building where there was just 
an open space with a dirt floor, and in 
November 1978 the back room of the store 
was open to provide more selling space. 
It was not until several years later that it 
became Christmas Visions our year-round, 
two-story Christmas shop.

The next expansion took place around 
1984, when the building to the west became 
available and they opened a paper goods 
and collectible space called Mr. Mole’s 
Card shop. (This store was renamed The 
Wind in the Willows in 2013, as we had 
moved out of collectibles and into women’s 
fashion.)

But a devastating fire destroyed the store 
on October 25, 1987. It is one of those 
days where you can remember everything 
about your day. I had a soccer game in 
the morning at Wattles Park. As we drove 

back into town, we could see there were 
firetrucks downtown, but my mom was 
scared to look and see where they were, 
so she drove straight home. My dad had 
been contacted about the fire and was 
waiting for us to get home (no cell phones 
back then, so he just had to wait).  They 
went down to the store together to see the 
damage for themselves. I remember I went 
to the library to be with my friends. It was 
devastating day for my family. 

But if you know anything about the 
people of Marshall, they all come together 
in times of need. The Marshall community 
helped my family clean up the building 
after the fire. They helped restore the 
building and all the beautiful display cases 
and helped get everything put back for 
our reopening. And just 10 months later, 
on September 1, 1988 we were open once 
again.

I did not start working in the family 
business until I got married in 1995. 
Growing up I never really thought about 
taking over their gift shop. I always thought 
I’d go my own way. But life happens and 
sometimes the perfect thing is right in front 
of you. I slowly took over merchandising, 
and then the buying and in 2012 I bought 
the store from my parents. And I love my 
job and sharing the store with everyone 
who stops in to visit.

This past year, we had our final opening. 
I knew I needed more space for fashion 
and made the decision to move our paper 
goods out of the fashion store and into the 
building to the east (as it became available 
last summer) and have named it Toad Hall, 
in keeping with the story of Wind in the 

Willows. It has greeting cards, puzzles, 
games and lots of fun giftable items.

It has been quite a ride, and one I am glad 
I decided to take. It was not always easy 
working everyday with your parents, but I 

am so glad I was given the opportunity. It 
turned out to be one of the best decisions I 
have ever made, and I am pretty lucky to 
be the owner of this wonderful legacy store 
they started 43 years ago.

J & L Manufacturing
 As a proud member of Marshall’s industrial family,

we support and applaud the service and
charitable contributions that the

Rotary Club gives to our community.

Jim & Laura Dominique
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How I Came to Live in Marshall

Dunlap/Yakimow, from page 1

the time, to become a Corporate Intellectual 
Property Attorney.  A local blue-collar boy 
making good and earning less than he did 
at Republic Steel!  Karen and I moved 
into our home in Ogden Dunes, Indiana 
on the southern tip of Lake Michigan with 
one car and thus the need for me to take 
the Chicago South Shore and South Bend 
commuter train to the Prudential Building 
in Chicago every day.  I loved my job and 
dealt daily with businesses and companies 
on 6 of the 7 continents of the world.

Our daughter Kristin was born, and I was 
only able to see her sleeping when I left, 
sleeping when I came home, and awake 
on weekends.  I wanted things to change 
with the new family and left Chicago for 
Eaton Corporation to be an Intellectual 
Property Attorney at 10 1/2 Mile Road 
and John Lodge in Southfield working in 
The Corporate Research & Development 
Center on air bags, anti-skid braking, 
hyperbolic combustion, small gas turbines, 
gas operated air conditioners …..  We 
bought a home in Orchard Lake, Michigan 
and my 90-minute trip to work became 
only 18 minutes in a new family- friendly 

world.  Our son Scott was born.
Four years into my job in Southfield, 

during the recession of 1974, I was asked 
to move to Marshall, Michigan as a Senior 
Patent Attorney to work with Laurence 
Filer, Vice-President of Fluid Power 
Operations, who was also an ex-drill press 
operator/WW II flyer, a genius marketing-
business person and a wonderful individual.  
A Tekonsha boy who made good!  No other 
operation within Eaton had an Attorney on 
staff – Larry was different!  My job was 
to follow Larry around the world, which 
we did, and work out the legal contracts, 
licenses and business/legal arrangements 
that he conceived while making sure that 
the patent portfolio for his businesses 
stayed strong.  Having a corporate jet 
in Battle Creek made the job easier.  I 
now had a marvelous position in a small 
town, away from smoke, and only had to 
drive 7 minutes through the country from 
my house to my office at Eaton Proving 
Grounds.  The big city life with all its 
pluses and minuses was some distance 
away, but I still saw that world “up close 
and personal” through my work.

Marshall provided economic diversity, 

good schools for Kristin and Scott, a 
historic community with a wonderful past 
and future, country type living, and many 
good things to do.  Larry helped to make 
sure that Marshall became a destination 
and a place where people wanted to live.  
John Collins was also on Larry’s staff 
just for that purpose.  One year, I had the 
opportunity to coach 4 different youth 
basketball teams (3 girls’ teams and 1 
boys’ team).  I might never have had this 
opportunity anywhere else nor the chance 
to work with people as good as John 
Ramos and Jan Brooks in order to coach 
youth –- and my children.  I also valued 
opportunities such as joining the Marshall 
Rotary Club in 1975, becoming a part 
of the Board of Directors of Marshall 
Savings and Loan in 1980, participating in 
a multitude of rec-league teams, and just 
getting to know people.  Karen was also 
very involved in the community, the State 
and at Olivet College.

While working with Larry, I became 
Associate Patent Counsel of Eaton 
scheduled to become Patent Counsel of 
Eaton at 42.  This would require a move 
to Cleveland, Ohio, something that Karen 

and I did not desire.   Moving from such 
a wonderful environment here in Marshall 
to a major metropolitan area, similar 
in ways to where I started, did not seem 
ideal, regardless of the position.  I stayed 
on at Eaton in Marshall, subsequently 
being offered and accepting a multitude 
of different positions there over the years.  
Each one allowed me to maintain my home 
base in Marshall, a very unusual situation 
for someone now in operations in a large 
corporation!

Karen and I really feel fortunate to have 
been able to remain in Marshall during 
those years with Eaton and then into 
retirement.  The people, schools, and town 
are great with many wonderful things to 
do.  It is our home, and an unusual turn of 
events and decisions allowed that to occur.  
Having lived in our 1941 built house for 
46 years and being only the second owner 
of it, we may now have earned the right to 
call it the Yakimow House rather than the 
Dunlap House.

By the way notice the friendly deer in our 
front yard, a fairly common occurrence.

Halfway, from page 1

and there it was, the circle and iconic 
Brooks Fountain! We made numerous 
passes around it and then through some 
of the historic neighborhoods. We wrote 
down the phone numbers of local real 
estate companies that had historic homes 
listed for sale and then made several return 
trips to Marshall, previewing historic 
homes, eating at local restaurants, and 
imagining ourselves living here. It was not 
long before we had found and purchased a 
home on Mansion Street where we wanted 
to live; however, we hadn’t sold our old 
home back in the suburbs, but what the 
heck!!!

In May of 1991, we started our move. 
We camped out in one of the bedrooms 
while we painted, wall papered, decorated, 
refinished the hardwood floors and had 
the home ready for the moving van on 
June 1st. The movers were due to arrive 
that morning, but by noon, they still 
had not arrived. So, jokingly, I said they 
had probably broken down somewhere. 
Not long after that the phone rang, and 
their truck had indeed broken down near 
Jackson. They were going to send out 
another truck and offload our belongings to 
the new truck, right there on I-94, and then 
would be in Marshall the next morning. 
Well, in addition to everything else that was 

happening at that time, our daughter was 
expecting our first grandchild the next day 
too, so Becky called the moving company 
and told them that she didn’t care how they 
did it, but she wanted that moving van in 
Marshall and unloaded today!!!

We received another call soon after 
saying that they were on their way and sure 
enough, about an hour later we spotted 
the moving van coming down Mansion 
Street...of course, it was hooked up and 
being towed by one of those ginormous big 
rig tow trucks. I will bet our neighbors all 
wondered “what have we gotten ourselves 
into now”? It was in the mid 90’s that 
day and hot, hot, hot!!! But everybody, 

including the tow truck driver, helped get 
that moving van unloaded and by the end 
of the day, we were in!

We had arrived, we were going to live 
in a historic home, in a small town and 
lucky for us, it was Marshall! Becky lived 
an amazing 25 more years, and of course 
I will always attribute those years to her 
positive attitude. But somehow, deep 
down, I believe having so many wonderful 
neighbors, friends and things to do here in 
Marshall, helped some too.

By Whitney Jonas, Rotarian
While I have lived in Marshall for 13 

years, I was born in Battle Creek and 
grew up in Birmingham. I went to Western 
Michigan University graduating with a 
master’s degree in Special Education. I 
taught in the inner city of Grand Rapids 
for 14 years. In 1984, I moved with my 
husband to Waukegan, Illinois where he 
was employed with chemical companies 
in the Chicago area. We bought a house, 
put on two additions and lived there for 
24 years. I taught at Lake Bluff School 
District, north of Chicago, and retired in 
2007. My marriage ended in 2005 and my 
husband has since passed away. I wonder 

if we had lived in Marshall, would our 
marriage have been sounder? I admire the 
couples who have solid marriages here. It 
is wonderful to see.

I visited Marshall in 2003 at Historic 
Home Tour and decided I wanted a historic 
home. In July 2007, I traveled here to go 
house hunting. I picked out my home and 
moved on August 28th. I have remodeled 
the house in a Victorian manner suitable 
for Marshall’s historic district. I was on 
Home Tour in 2009 and Christmas Walk, 
2010. 

When I retired, I was determined to 
volunteer. In the beginning, I did a lot of 
different activities. It was great but I soon 

learned I was overdoing, as newly retired 
people often do. The interesting thing is 
having had the Marshall Chronicle mailed 
to me in Illinois, I read all about Rotary and 
was determined to find out more. Marshall 
proved to be a city where everyone was so 
friendly and encouraging. I joined Rotary 
in 2014. I have held (and do hold) many 
positions; Secretary, Publicity Chair, Ad 
editor of Rotary Extra, and often worked 
behind the scenes (and behind the camera) 
for 6 1/2 years. I believe in Service above 
Self. We are well suited to each and I expect 
I will continue for many years to come.

Book Appointments: campbarber.com
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paper & i Wants to be Your Happy Place!
By Audrey Hoffman, Owner

For fi rst-time customers, paper & i is 
a colorful, fun discovery when they visit 
historic Marshall, Michigan. For regular 
customers, the independent brick and 
mortar business is almost like a second 
home that’s been around for almost eight 
years.

“So happy to know you and support your 
wonderful store. It’s my happy place!” 
writes frequent customer Mary Jo Cove on 
Facebook. 

Owner Audrey Hoffman has been 
growing her business on the principle of 
making customers’ days a little brighter. 
She has a passion for entrepreneurship, 
sales, and people. After a long career as 
a nurse, Hoffman decided she was ready 
for a new challenge and adventure. In her 
own words: “I love creativity, and it all fell 
together at the right time.” 

So, what is the appeal of paper & i after 
these years of business? Customers seem 
to like that it has two colorful and creative 
halves. First is the paper crafting side, with 
all the papers, die cuts, embellishments, 
and tools that paper crafters, both 
beginning and experienced, can enjoy. 
Audrey Hoffman, owner, strives to fi nd 
unique products that customers can’t fi nd 
anywhere else. Over the past year, the store 
has launched exclusive Michigan stamps, 
dies, and stencils, perfect for giving all 
paper crafting projects a touch of the 
mitten state. The store also has other local 
products, such as papers and dies for the 
nearby schools and universities. If you 
have an idea but don’t see the pieces you 
need, chances are Hoffman can fi nd them 
for you and help you make your crafting 
dreams come true.

On the other side of the store are fun and 
funky gifts. These range from stationery 
sets and single cards to wall signs and 
Michigan-centric items. Hoffman says 
she loves fi nding unique, and often 
locally made, products to meet all gift-
giving occasions: birthdays, anniversaries, 
weddings, just because, and more. The 
products rotate regularly. No two visits to 
the store are the same. 

If you can’t make it to the store in-
person, you can still visit paper & i from 
the comfort of your own home. New this 

year are virtual events. Every Friday at 
2pm Eastern, Hoffman holds a Facebook 
Live demo to share tips, techniques, and 
the latest trends in paper crafting. Her 
customers rave about these demos on 
Facebook.

“I love the way you encourage us to 
think outside the box and offer tips and 
suggestions to create something unique,” 
writes Candy Spiegel on Facebook.

Several times a month, paper & i also 
hosts sales on Facebook Live for each side 
of the store. Hoffman showcases products 
and customers can claim items for purchase 
right in the moment. These are lively, fun 
events the customers enjoy. Can’t make it 

to the events when they’re live? You can 
always watch them on your own time 
under the “Videos” section of Facebook; 
plus, they’re easy to stop and start if you 
want to try something that is showcased.

Hoffman encourages anyone who is 
thinking about trying something new and 
creative to “go for it!” When you’re ready, 
she’ll be there to help you at paper & i. She 
says, “We want to be your happy place.” 

www.scenepub.com/milesformemories
A community project fund at the Battle Creek  
Community Foundation. Make checks payable  

to BCCF/Miles for Memories. 

VISION STATEMENT
Creating solutions for those impacted  

by dementia in Calhoun County through  
movement, programming & research.

INFO 269-979-1412

VISION STATEMENTVISION STATEMENT
Creating solutions for those impacted 

by dementia in Calhoun County through by dementia in Calhoun County through 
movement, programming & research.

INFO 269-979-1412INFO 269-979-1412

514 S Kalamazoo Ave Ste B
Marshall, Michigan 49068

Phone (269) 781-2206
Fax (269) 781-1012

info@mackacct.com

Marshall
823 West Michigan
Ph. 269-248-4300
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MAPLEWOOD OF MARSHALL

MAPLEWOOD has more to offer...
   
   

 269-781-4997

• Competitive Rates
• Licensed Nursing Staff
• Nurse Monitored
• Specialized Diets

• Transportation
• Housekeeping
• Laundry Service
• Beauty Salon

200 Westbrook Ct., Marshall, MI 49068

Claudia and Doug Murch
142 West Michigan Avenue
Marshall, Michigan 49068

269.558.8080
greensceneofmarshall@gmail.com

www.the-green-scene.com

Store Hours:
Monday thru Saturday 10:00am - 6:00pm

Sunday 12:00pm - 4:00 pm

UPS SHIPPING STATION

How and Why I Ended Up in Marshall
By Dan Stulberg, Rotarian

How I arrived in Marshall is not that 
interesting.  I was born here.  The same 
can be said about my father.  How my 
grandparents arrived in Marshall, however, 
is not only interesting, but inspirational.  

In 1912 my grandparents, Max and 
Rebecca Stulberg, became engaged via 
a Matchmaker and were married on their 
third “date” in a small village in Czarist 
Russia, now Ukraine.  Imbedded in poverty 
and Jewish persecution, the extended 
family scraped enough money together to 
pay for my grandfather’s ship fare to the 
United States. Their first child, Julius, was 
only 9 months old when Max set out on 
foot for Hamburg, Germany, some 750 
miles away.  He endured a 10-day grueling 
trip from Hamburg in the lower steerage 

compartment and arrived at Ellis Island, 
NY on March 14, 1914 with little more 
than the clothes on his back.  

The plan was for Max to “scrape up 
enough gold off the streets of America” to 
soon pay for his wife and son’s passage to 
the States.  After months of failing to find 
steady work in New York, Max traveled to 
Dowagiac, MI where his brother-in-law 
was working in the junk business.  After 
securing a horse and wagon, Max rode 
around southwest Michigan collecting 
and selling scrap until finally settling in 
Marshall where he eventually purchased a 
small junk yard.

Meanwhile, back in Russia, Rebeca, 
Julius, and other family members had been 
driven from their homes with the invasion 
of first, Russian soldiers, and then WWI 
troops from Germany and Austria.  For 
over six years they were separated from 
Max, often lacking both food and shelter.  
Eventually a letter from Rebecca found its 
way to Marshall and the three of them were 
finally reunited in July 1920.

My father, Morris, was born two years 
later, then another son, Sam and a daughter, 
Esther.  Dad served two years in the army 
during WWII before enrolling at the 
University of Michigan where he met my 
mom, Charlotte.  Dad returned to work in 
the family owned scrap yard, Marshall Iron 
& Metal Company, and they were married 
in June 1947.  

My parents had four sons. I was #3, born 
in 1952.  After graduating from MHS in 
1970, I got a Math Education degree from 
Alma College and taught and coached 
at three Michigan high schools before 
returning to Marshall and joining the 
family scrap business.  In 1991 I became 
involved in the ownership of Marshall 
Metal Products, a small metal stamping 
company on East Michigan Ave.  I coached 
girls’ basketball at MHS from 1981 to 
1998, which led to our family building 
Marshall Activity Center, The MAC, to 
help fill a gym shortage in 1996.  My wife 
Nancy and I managed that until 2014 when 
we converted it to Backroads Saloon.  We 
closed Backroads in 2019 and sold the 
property this past March.  Nancy and I 
have two grown daughters, Annie & Jenny, 
and three grandkids, all currently living in 
Los Angeles, which is why we now spend 
our winters in the LA area.

Dan and Nancy Stulberg

Max and Rebecca Stulberg, 1962

DR. JOSEPH HIBLER
Family Vision Care

OPTOMETRIST
15865 West Michigan Ave. • Marshall, Mich.

(Next to Kmart)

Phone 269-781-6644
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The Gates Were Thrown Open! Well, Raised Actually

Photo used with the permission of Tim Collins

By Jeff Greene, Rotarian
and Wilder Creek Board Member

The Wilder Creek Conservation Club 
had a full schedule of events planned for 
the summer of 2020.  This included many 
weddings and receptions, reunions, private 
parties, fund-raisers and many school 
and scouting events, as well as an annual 
archery club weekend.

When the viral pandemic forced the 
cancellation of both indoor and outdoor 
activities, it created an opportunity for 
the club to do something it had never 
done before:  open up its 60-plus acres 
of unspoiled natural land and water to the 
residents of Marshall and the surrounding 
communities.  For people who were 
increasingly feeling shut in and in need 
of some healthy exercise, this turned out 
to be an unexpected positive result of our 
unusual spring and summer.

The gates were opened daily from 9:00 
AM to 6:00 PM by volunteer members 
(membership fee is $35 per year for a 
family) and visitors had full use of the 
walking trails and could enjoy a picnic 
under the beautiful pavilion while listening 
to the rushing waters of nearby Wilder 
Creek.  And then there was “The Castle” 
with its drawbridge and moat.

As the word spread, there was a daily 
infl ux of appreciative folks, many of whom 
had never been exposed to this private 
hideaway.  

The end result was truly a win-win 
situation as the club gained many new 
members, as well as donations, while giving 
our community a glimpse of environmental 
beauty that is just a short drive south of 
Marshall down Homer Road.

For those who are still part of the 
uninitiated, the Conservation Club is an 
outgrowth of a 1936 WPA project.  It was 
originally known as the Wilder Creek 
Rearing Pond and Wildlife Sanctuary and 
was created to raise bluegill fi ngerlings 
which were then distributed to surrounding 

lakes in order to enhance fi shing as a 
food source during years of depression 
hardship.  Over one million fi ngerlings 
were harvested annually by draining the 
pond through a dam and collection gate at 
one end of the pond.

In 1937 brothers Harold and Lou Brooks 
provided the funds to haul in 100 tons of 
stone in order to build a castle on the site of 

the original home of Oshea Wilder, original 
settler of Eckford in 1831.  The stone came 
from the remains of a pioneer dwelling near 
Concord as well as an old mill foundation 
in Marengo.  Old stone curbing from 
downtown Marshall was also used.  Labor 
for the project was provided by workers 
from the National Youth Administration, 
another Federal employment effort. 

The club grounds remained open 
until late October for fall activities 
and viewing.   For more information, 
please visit us on Facebook or at www.
wildercreekconservationclub.org.

� ank You, Marshall Rotary,
For All You Do

Getting Kids and Families Outdoors
Memberships Available

Facility Rentals Starting 2021

Weddings, Reunions, Parties, Meetings, etc.

Visit Us at:
wildercreekconservationclub.orgCONSERVATION CLUB

Now is the perfect time
to get your affairs in order.

 
* Estate Planning

* Wills * Trusts * Probate

Housley Peters Law Offi ce PC
905 W. Michigan Ave.,

Suite A, Marshall
(269) 248-6500 

 

                     Diane K. Peters

269-781-0952
www.fountainclinic.org
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By Jacob Gates, Rotarian
After growing up in Marshall and 

graduating from Marshall High in the class 
of ’98, I embarked on a North American 
tour of sorts. Acting, writing and music 
were passions of mine in high school, and 
pursuing them led me to study theater at 
Florida State University in Tallahassee. I 
was so eager to begin my next phase of life 
that I hurried and fi nished in three years. 

From there it was out to Los Angeles, 
where I acted in numerous TV commercials, 
wrote some screenplays and penned my 
fi rst published books. I spent nine years 
in that land of sun, mountains, and ocean, 
and it was a thrilling place to live while I 
was young. My favorite parts were hiking 
in the hills overlooking the city and being 
able to run year round without worrying 
about frostbite. But Los Angeles was not 
where I wanted to raise a family, so back 
northeast I went. I lived for eight months 
in Mississauga, a suburb of Toronto, but 
while the healthcare was excellent, I found 
the pizza in Canada to be sub-standard, so 
back home I came. 

Shortly after returning to the US I met 
my wife, Melissa. She’d grown up in the 
small town of Williamston just east of Lan-

sing was fi nishing up her own lap of the 
US, having lived in Massachusetts, New 
York, and San Francisco before making 
her way back to the mitten state to study 
medicine at Michigan State. One of our 
fi rst dates was to Marshall’s Fourth of July 
celebration at the fountain, where Melissa 
fell in love not only with me, but with Mar-
shall. In the ensuing years we lived in East 
Lansing while Melissa fi nished her educa-
tion at Michigan State, then in Farmington 
Hills for two years while she completed a 
rotation at Botsford Hospital near Detroit, 
then back to Lansing for her residency at 
Sparrow Hospital. As her residency wound 
down we discussed where we might live. I 
was writing books and fi nishing my MFA, 
so I could relocate anywhere, and as a 
family practice physician, Melissa’s ex-
pertise was so sought-after that recruiters 
contacted her for jobs all over the country. 
But there was really no question where we 
would end up. I’d longed to return home 
ever since my years in California. Melissa 
loved Marshall’s small town charm, which 
reminded her of Williamston. And we both 
agreed there could be no better place to 
raise a family. 

Now, we have been back in Marshall for 
just over three years. Along our journey we 
married and had three lovely kids. Melissa 
and I both have our dream jobs, Melissa 
as a family practice doctor with Oaklawn, 
and me as executive director at The Franke 
Center for the Arts, author, and member 
of Marshall’s city council. And though we 
could have picked anywhere in America 
to live, we couldn’t be happier with our 
choice. I do miss that California sunshine 
come about February.

By Dr. Jullian Thompson, PT, DPT, 
Rotarian

At the age of 4, I had virtually no say 
about my family’s move to Marshall in 
1996. My father’s job brought us to the 
city, and my parents decided this would 
be a wonderful place to raise a family. For 
the next 14 years I grew up and attended 
school, eventually graduating from 
Marshall High School in 2010. I could not 
wait to get away from our small town and 
continue my education. 

 I quickly moved to Alma, MI where 
I attended and obtained my Bachelor 
of Science Degree at Alma College 
in Integrative Physiology and Health 
Science. While at Alma College, I studied 
hard and with the intentions to attend 
graduate school to obtain my Doctor of 
Physical Therapy Degree. I was done with 
the cold Michigan winters and I decided 
to move south for graduate school. After 
graduating in April 2014, I quickly 
packed up everything and moved to Ft. 
Lauderdale, Florida to begin my studies at 
Nova Southeastern University. During my 
time there, I fell in love with the beaches 
and warm weather and stated, “I am 
never moving back to Michigan, and I am 
defi nitely not moving back to Marshall.” 

Well, little good that statement did, as I 
found myself moving back to Marshall to 
begin working as a Physical Therapist at 
Athletico Physical Therapy in the summer 
of 2017. My former high school athletic 
trainer and my infl uence to become a 
physical therapist, Chuck Middleton, 
had offered me a position as one his staff 
therapists and I took advantage of this 
opportunity. I told myself that this move 

would only be for a year and I would use 
this time to gain experience and decide my 
next location to move. 

As luck would have it, I loved working 
with the team and began to enjoy being 
back in my hometown. Over the year 
I rented an apartment downtown, met 
my current fi ancé, and fell in love with 
my hometown. I realized how much this 
city has meant to me, how lucky I was to 
grow up here and how lucky I am to now 
volunteer and work with fellow community 
members. I am excited to continue my 
career path in Marshall and to continue to 
give back to a community that encouraged 
me to be independent and explore, but 
ultimately gave me the opportunity to come
back home and give back to those that  
helped shape me into the person I am 
today.

A Once and Future 
Marshallite

My Attachment
to Marshall

If your car is not drivable, we offer on-the-spot estimates
by appointment.

COLLISION CENTER
OF

MARSHALL
Did you know that CALHOUN COUNTY

has the 2nd highest number of
deer related accidents in Michigan?

It’s good to know that if this happens to you...

...has you covered for all your
auto-body repair needs.

COLLISION CENTER
OF MARSHALL
13321 15 Mile Road
Marshall, Michigan

(269) 781-9255

Best Wishes to the Marshall Rotary Club
for its many contributions to the community.

Aaron A. Bartell
John D. Brundage
David J. DeGraw

Ronald J. DeGraw
Diane Housley Peters
Carol A. MacKenzie
Millard N. Mayhall

Lisa A. McNiff
Kelly O'Connor

Kevin R. Sackrider
J. Thomas Schaeffer

John B. Sullivan Law Offices
Brock R. Veenhuis
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Todd & Barbara Hazel 
21564 F Drive South 
Marshall, MI 49068 
(269)967-5897 
ToddBarb@hazelfamilyfarm.com 
www.hazelfamilyfarm.com 

@hazelfamilyfarm 

100% Grass Fed Beef 
Pasture Raised Pork & Chicken 

 

Dan & Deb Marsh 517-425-7049 
10240 Youngs Rd., Quincy, MI 49082 

www.greenergrassfarms.com 

THE BERRY PATCH 
Homemade Jams & Jellies 

(Licensed Kitchen) 
 

Owner Jo Miller 
1076 Quincy Grange Rd. Quincy, MI 49082 

Cell: (517)617-5925 

 

Brenda & Rachel Wineman 

The Perennial Connection 
Garden Center 

1362 Gibbs Rd. Albion MI 
517-740-8862 

Didik Soekarmoen 

Artisan Baker 
Home Made—Freshly Baked 

No Preservatives 
Scotts, MI  

269-377-0472 

Nottawa Crossing Farms 
LOCAL FARM FRESH 

See you at the winter market!  

Greg Karns 
269-967-3269 
gkarns7@aol.com 

My Brother’s Farm 

The Farm in South Haven 

269-781-4676 

www.overhiserorchards.com 

Breads—Cookies—Fried Pies 
Free Range Eggs—Fresh Creamy Butter 

Eicher’s Family Bakery 

53405 Correll Rd., Leonidas, MI 49066 
269-496-8438 

Marshall Area Farmers Market 
Vendors and Volunteers Needed 

269-274-2139  pam.mafm@gmail.com 

Floral Hall
Calhoun County Fairgrounds

720 Fair Street
Marshall, MI

... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Marshall Area
WINTER

FARMERS’ MARKET
..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Starting
Saturday, November 7th

and every Saturday
until April 24th

(Except December 26 & January 2)

9:00 A.M. TO 1:00 P.M.

*

*
*

*
*

**

*

*

*

*

*

* Robert and Nicole Goetz

Marshall, Michigan

frontierefarmhouse@gmail.com

Find us online
facebook.com/frontierefarmhouse

instagram.com/frontierefarmhouse

Cell 269-986-5868

Todd & Barbara Hazel 
21564 F Drive South 
Marshall, MI 49068 
(269)967-5897 
ToddBarb@hazelfamilyfarm.com 
www.hazelfamilyfarm.com 
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10240 Youngs Rd., Quincy, MI 49082 
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Owner Jo Miller 
1076 Quincy Grange Rd. Quincy, MI 49082 

Cell: (517)617-5925 

 

Brenda & Rachel Wineman 

The Perennial Connection 
Garden Center 

1362 Gibbs Rd. Albion MI 
517-740-8862 

Didik Soekarmoen 

Artisan Baker 
Home Made—Freshly Baked 

No Preservatives 
Scotts, MI  

269-377-0472 

Nottawa Crossing Farms 
LOCAL FARM FRESH 

See you at the winter market!  

Greg Karns 
269-967-3269 
gkarns7@aol.com 

My Brother’s Farm 

The Farm in South Haven 

269-781-4676 

www.overhiserorchards.com 

Breads—Cookies—Fried Pies 
Free Range Eggs—Fresh Creamy Butter 

Eicher’s Family Bakery 

53405 Correll Rd., Leonidas, MI 49066 
269-496-8438 

Marshall Area Farmers Market 
Vendors and Volunteers Needed 

269-274-2139  pam.mafm@gmail.com 

*
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Real Estate One Rosemary Davis
42 Years Strong 
in Downtown
Marshall

By Matt Davis, Owner
On May 17th, 2020, 52 Year Marshall 

Real Estate icon Rosemary Davis passed 
away at Oaklawn Hospital surrounded by 
her family.  With her death, the community 
lost a true trailblazer in both business 
and public service.  During her time as a 
REALTOR, Rosemary shaped the lives 
of many in Marshall.  Working with other 
community leaders she was instrumental 
in the success of many community projects 
including, as a long-serving board member, 
the tremendous growth of Oaklawn 
Hospital into one of the finest hospitals 
in the country. She also co-chaired the 
campaign to pass the millage to build the 
“new” high school in Marshall in 1968.  
She was recognized and honored for her 
work by many organizations in Marshall 
over the years, including the community 
service award in 1968 and being chosen 
as the Marshall Area Athena award winner 
in 1997.  Rosemary was tremendously 
respected and admired by many and she is 
missed dearly by family and friends.  This 
is a little bit of her story. 

When Rosemary Davis opened her Real 
Estate business at 210 West Michigan Ave 
on Marshall’s Main Street in 1978, there 
were very few female business owners in 
Marshall.  It was a risky move.  She had 
established herself as one of the most 
respected REALTORS in town while 
working for Dave Sherman at Sherman 
Associates for over a decade. However, 
she had a drive to be the owner of her own 
brokerage-she decided she wanted to leave 
a mark in Marshall.   “Remembering the 
era, it was a big risk,” Davis recalls: “What 
woman in her right mind would venture 
out and start a business in an industry and 
time dominated by businessmen?”  Well, 
with the support of family and friends, 
Rosemary made the move.  

Davis purchased the closed restaurant 
storefront at 210 West Michigan Avenue 
and her husband, Ray Sr., the Assistant 
Principal of Marshall High School, 
constructed and painted office desks and 
refurbished the interior in preparation for 
Rosemary growing her business. She hired 
an office administrator, had two agents 
join the brokerage, purchased signs and 
office equipment, and Rosemary Davis 
& Associates was born. “I remember our 
first listing.  And our first sale…we were 
in business.”

 Rosemary and her agents quickly gained 
a stellar reputation in the market.  She 
established herself as a tough negotiator 
for her clients, and the brokerage gained a 
reputation as the go-to experts in Marshall 
Real Estate, with a strong niche in selling 

Historic Homes.  Son Matt joined the team 
in 1997 and together they maintained and 
grew a strong core group of agents and 
a thriving business.  “During her time, 
my mother had seen it all.  She was an 
exceptional mentor and confidant in all 
aspects of the business, and she was like 
that with each of us” stated Matt.  Eldest 
son, attorney Raymond Davis, added “My 
Mom was an outstanding trainer and gave 
a solid start to many of the most successful 
REALTORS in Marshall for many years.  
She was truly a force in the industry.”  

In 2018 Rosemary retired with 52 years 
of service as a REALTOR.  Now known 
as Real Estate One Rosemary Davis, the 
Brokerage is still located at 210 West 
Michigan Avenue on Main Street in 
Downtown Marshall.  Son Matt has taken 
over the brokerage along with a stable of 
15 agents, and they are leveraging deep 
community roots as well as exceptional 
market expertise and service to keep the 
tradition of client focus and success alive 
and well, just as Rosemary would have 
expected.  

MICHAEL DARLING
Customer Service / Owner

269 781-7921

855 W. Michigan Ave.
Marshall, MI 49068

Sharpening Service

Stihl Equipment

Craftsman Tools

Weber & Traeger Grills

Yeti Coolers

Lawn & Garden Center
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By Janet Ostrum, Owner
My friend, Paul Davis, came calling 

again this year for my support of this Rotary 
Extra in the form of advertising. Always 
proud to be included in any context with 
Marshall’s robust, generous Rotary Club 
membership, I jumped at the opportunity. 
Then the bonus: an invitation to write and 
have published the story of my business 
start in Marshall! 

“In the beginning”, what exactly was 
the beginning? I am tempted to reference 
David Copperfield and say, ‘I was born’. 
That, however, would go back a bit too far 
for most readers. After 33 years in Marshall 
as a small business owner I am feeling 
incredibly grateful, and I am feeling my 
age, (which you can now be sure is at least 
33). 

In 1985, Norm and I moved to Marshall. 
He accepted a position with Starr 
Commonwealth Schools. 

By David Terrasi, Owner
Glass Act Studio brings to downtown 

Marshall and surrounding areas a unique 
stained and fused glass experience and gift 
store. The artist, Victor Terrasi, reopened 
in July 2020 after finding the right location 
at 113 W Michigan Avenue. Previously, 
Glass Act was in Bay City, where it had 
a rich legacy and reputation of serving 
artists.

Glass Act Studio offers a sizable 
inventory of stained, fused and mosaic glass 
supplies. Additionally, Victor will build a 
customized stained-glass panel for your 
home or business. Whether it is your own 
design or you need assistance in creating 
one, he will see you through it. Glass Act 
carries stained-glass gifts for everyone’s 
style and budget. If you are interested in a 
fun and creative date night or a new hobby, 
then enroll in our affordable classes to learn 
and make your own small art piece for that 
special person in your life. Finally, Glass 
Act offers restorative and repair services as 

Victor has knowledge and experience with 
restoration and repair of stained-glass. 

Early in his career, Victor spent 13 years 
working at a school latchkey program 
and summer camp where he shared his 
creativity and love of art. Upon moving 
to Bay City in 2009, Victor’s love for art 
blossomed when he completed a stained-
glass class taught by Dancing Glass owner 
Donna Kaunitz. While taking the class, 
Victor’s father in law spurred his creative 
desire to work with stained-glass by 
giving to him a glass grinder, a cutter and 
several glass tools laying the foundation 
for Victor’s further creative pursuits of his 
love and passion for stained-glass.

In the summer of 2012, Victor spent 
time working his artist booths at the 
Wyandotte Art Fair and the Monroe Jazz 
& Art Fest. Upon returning to Bay City, 
Donna approached Victor and asked 
him to become her apprentice where she 
shared her 30 plus years of knowledge 
and experiences with him.  In the spring 
of 2013, Donna expanded her stained-
glass presence by buying a building in 
downtown Bay City and opening a sister 
store, Glass Act.  As their professional 
and artistic relationship grew, Victor was 
given the role of overseeing and operating 
the daily operations of Glass Act.  In 
2015, Dancing Glass moved all its daily 
operations to the Glass Act location.  In 
2016, Donna’s retirement prompted Victor 
and his business partner David to purchase 
the inventory and the legacy of Glass Act. 
David and Victor operated the business in 
Bay City for three years. In the spring of 
2019, they decided to relocate downstate 
for David’s professional work and to get 

closer to family and friends.  
Victor and David are 
committed to the survival 
and beauty of stained, 
mosaic and fused glass art 
and crafts along with the 
premise of having them be 
affordable and available to 
all. Drop by the Glass Act 
Studio to say Hello and to 
browse and enjoy the beauty 
of stained, fused and mosaic 
glass.

Fresh out of university with a degree in 
home economics/interior design, I became 
a staff designer with Susan’s Interiors at 
108 N. Park Ave. After 3 years, Susan, 
(the niece of Marshallites, Aaron and                  
Anne Acker) opened a second studio in 
Jackson and sold her Marshall building        
to me. 

I renamed the business Bayberry House 
Interiors and carried on serving home and 
business owners in the area with their 
design projects. Our industry partners 
are innovators in interior design products 
and home furnishings and offer made in 
America as well as global products. 

Bayberry House Interiors is your go to 
team. We offer creative and investment 
conscious design service.  We have all the 
resources in products and labor to make 
our customized and personal designs for 
homeowners a reality.  No pressure, no 
drama. We care.

There couldn’t’t be a better time to make 
home base a reflection of you and your 
family. A place to take refuge from the 
world and its challenges. A place to renew 
and re-energize. Please consider dropping 
by our lovely Marshall historical building 

to see all we have to offer inside. Or give 
us a call to arrange a home visit to discuss 
how we can be your partner in design.

Wishing you healthy and colorful living 
in style!

Expert Felling • Trimming
Stump Removal

– Free Estimates
– Fully Insured

– Prompt Service
Serving the Historic Marshall

Area since 1978

Joel & Holly Irish
269-781-2462

Beron’s
Tree Service

Bayberry House

Glass Act Studio Comes
to Marshall
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Thank you Marshall Rotary for supporting our students, sta	 and community.

www.marshall.k12.mi.us
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By Jay Larson, Rotarian
Eastend Studio & Gallery was formed 

in 2006 by Michael Peck and others 
interested in supporting visual arts in 
Calhoun County and was initially called 
“Green Street Arts”. It was located in the 
Masonic Building on Green Street directly 
across from Marshall Middle School. The 
original function of the organization was 
to offer a cost-effective cooperative for 
artists to sell their works, but soon realized 
that they must move to Michigan Avenue 
for more customers. In early 2012, it was 
obvious that Eastend again needed more 
space and artists to make the Gallery 
financially viable. The Eastend board also 
wanted to offer art education programs 
for all Marshallites. It was in 2012 that 
Eastend purchased The Wagner Building.

This building was the first in Marshall to 
be listed as a Historic National Landmark 
and its façade is unique, with its carved 
limestone Greco-Roman columns with 
fruits and vegetables as well as a Mansard 
roof and large French plate glass windows.  
This 2nd Empire Style building was 
designed by a famous Chicago architect, 
John Van Osdel and built by Col. Wagner 
in 1870 for $20,000.  Its first floor served 
a several different retail stores until 2008.  
Its second floor housed Wagner’s patent 
law firm until it was converted into a 
tailor facility which closed in early 1900.  
The 3rd floor contains a large 40’ by 60’ 
room with 22’ ceilings and was the main 
dance hall for Marshall from 1870 until 
the federal government forced it to close 
in 1903 for fire safety reasons.  The second 
and third floor had not been used by the 
public for over a hundred years at the time 
of Eastend’s purchase.

The building was an excellent match 
for the space Eastend needed but the roof 
leaked, the basement was partially flooded 
and the entire building needed restoration 
or renovation, especially its infrastructure. 
In 2012, Eastend began working with 

Randy Case, Architect, and the Eastend 
volunteers enthusiastically remodeled the 
first-floor gallery.  The roof was repaired 
(Marshall Rotary Foundation gave Eastend 
its first grant for this project with the 
work being done by Glover Roofing) and 
Eastend moved in that Spring. In 2013 
volunteers attacked the basement, and 
its first art classes began focusing on our 
Middle Schoolers. Because of the roof 
water damage, much of the third-floor 
plaster ceiling and molding was on the 
floor and something had to be done to 
stop the deterioration. Dowd Plastering 
re-plastered this former dance hall 
(Marshall Rotary Foundation and Marshall 
Community Credit Union grants made this 
work possible).  In the 2014-15 period, 
our volunteers spent over a thousand 
hours reforming the cornice moldings 
out of Styrofoam, insulating, removing 
wallpaper, sanding/plastering/ painting 
walls and repairing its maple floor.  To meet 
egress requirements, a new stairwell (oak 
supplied by Bennett Woodwerks) was built 
between the 1st and 2nd floors in 2016 with 
the oak and renovation of the second floor 
began.  By the end of 2017, the second 
floor had two new furnaces/AC installed by 
Eric Dale, all plumbing in place by Hanger 
Plumbing and electrical was completed 
by Casey Hall.  Volunteers dry walled and 
painted the entire 2nd floor including the 
Bloomsbury classroom and installed 3 
bathrooms.  The City awarded Eastend an 
occupational permit to use the second floor.  
This extensive 2nd floor renovation was 
primarily funded by Marshall Community 
Foundation (MCF) and Michigan Council 
for Arts and Cultural Affairs (MCACA).

The last phase was conducted from 2018 
through 2020 and focused on rebuilding 
the Wagner Building south extension 
containing a new stairway from the 1st to 
2nd floors, a Kone elevator and its shaft 
(MCF and MCACA grants as well as large

Eastend continued on page 23

Eastend Studio & Gallery and The Wagner Building

Eastend Studio & Gallery facade.

Your complete decorating center.

Carpeting, vinyl, and
wood flooring, ceramic,

wall covering, window  treatments
and Benjamin Moore paints

Floor Covering
and Paint Spot, Inc.
827 West Michigan Ave. • Marshall

269/781-9888
www.larrysfloor.com

Monday - Friday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Saturday 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.



2020-2021 Page 14MARSHALL ROTARY FOUNTAIN

15252 Old US 27 N, Marshall, MI
Order online at www.Hungryhowies.com

or Call 269-781-3555

By Simon Narasimhan, Rotarian
On a nice weekend afternoon, I was 

enjoying the pleasant breeze in the back of 
my new lake home with my family, when 
a stranger showed up introducing himself 
as John Kendall Esq., living in my new 
neighborhood. It was nice to be welcomed 
as a neighbor in an unknown community, 
especially as he surprised me with a key 
to my house that he had from our previous 
owner who, he said, had left it with him 
for an emergency. He also announced, 
that as a Rotarian, he would welcome me 
to join Rotary of Marshall. I realized later 
this was a joint conspiracy with Rotarian 
Jay Larson who I had known from my 
college days! However, what started as a 
key meeting, introduced me to Marshall’s 
excellent Rotary club. Interestingly, 
another neighbor, Mark Putnam, had a key 
to my home for the same reason making 
my neighborhood of friendship even more 
exciting. The key meetings stopped after 
that, but friendly neighborhood stays.

John Kendall was an exceptional Rotarian 
for making our Rotary meetings lively. 
His fellowship sessions were unusually 
humorous with identifying Rotarians 
with nick names, colorful jackets and 
funny ties besides recognizing individual 
accomplishments to collect money. Yet, 
John was strict to make sure Rotarians 
met their commitments. He called me once 
when I missed a few meetings, to inform 
me that he was acting as Rotary Police (a 
lawyer?) to remind me that I should attend 
meetings regularly! 

This leads us to Jay Larson whose 
Rotary contributions are too numerous to 
list in an article like this.  Both were my 
mentors along with several other Rotarians 
who adopted me to encourage me to 
contribute and serve. Marty Overhiser, our 
president at the time, assigned me my fi rst 
program (he is an expert at the baiting and 
reeling in strategy) to lead the high school 
Rotary vocational education scholarship 
program for which Rotarians contributed 
happily.  It has continued successfully 
for years. Other programs came along 
including an international school support 
program in India to support a small village 
elementary school to acquire benches for 
children so that they did not have to sit on 
the fl oor anymore during learning. Rotary 
international matched our Rotarians’ 
kind contributions also to build a water 
tank for clean water and a toilet facility 
for the kids. Marshall Rotary members 
contributed graciously for and supported 
this international program. 

The highlight of my service to Rotary 
was in the form of my contribution as the 
President of our club. The tremendous 
support by experienced Rotary members 
like Dr. Jay Larson, Dr. Phil Glotfelty, Ron 
Ducheney, Sue Collins, Morris and Dan 
Stulberg, Leland Thornton, Kirk Schwartz 
(treasurer) Mike Schragg, Jeff Greene and 
especially Karen Hagerty in making a 
great team in our Rotary is unforgettable 
for me. Besides working at the fair every 
year, conducting a RYLA health fare with 
high school seniors at the Oaklawn Gym, 
serving as a trainer at the annual Rotary 
training sessions with RLI, my Rotary 
experience with the Marshall Rotary team 
has been a lifetime reward.  I can never 
forget the joyous singing and leader Morris 
Stulberg!

How
Rotary 

Adopted
Me

 · SCRATCH MADE FOOD · LOCAL INGREDIENTS · CRAFT BEER, COCKTAILS, WINE & SPIRITS ·

DOWNTOWN MARSHALLDOWNTOWN MARSHALL
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Jackson & Jackson llc
Accounting & Law Offices

311 East Mansion Street
Marshall, Michigan 49068

269.781.5126 • Fax 269.781.2855

Doug Jackson, Chad Jackson,
Mark Jackson, Annette Taylor,

Sandee Jackson, Julie Swafford,
Glenda Jackson, and

Deb Deveney

By Mary Jo Byrne
It’s hard to imagine there was a time when 

the Fountain Clinic was not in Marshall, 
but until 1992 there was not a free clinic 
for low income, uninsured patients.  That 
all changed in 1992 when Dr. James Maher 
brought together the following people-
Lee Sherman RN, Patty Kellogg RN, 
Patty Evans, Mary Jo Byrne and Kathleen 
Lambrix and proposed an idea.  His idea 
was to provide primary medical and dental 
care to the low income uninsured in our 
community.   This would be accomplished 
by area doctors volunteering their time in 
a clinic setting.  The doctor was asked to 
donate 2 hours of his time/month.  The 
question was where should we do this and 
who would volunteer? Joe Carver, who 
was head of the Calhoun County Health 
Department at that time, knew there was a 
need in our area and worked with us.  He 
provided space for the Clinic in the house 
the Health Department was using at the 
time. The parking structure now stands at 
this spot.  He helped us with our bills and 
one of his nurses, Willie Kalnins, assisted 
us in the set up.  

We thought we could run the Clinic with 
volunteers.  We were wrong.  The need was 
greater than we had imagined.  We hired a 
nurse, Marcy, to virtually do everything.  
Run the clinic, assist the doctors, apply 
for the grants and everything else that was 
needed to run a free clinic. As the need for 
our services grew so did the staff.  Sally 
Bulgarelli was hired as Director and she 
added more nurses to the Staff as well as 
a Nurse Practitioner.  The Clinic moved to 
the Brooks House when the parking ramp 
was built, again as a guest of the Health 
Department.  Finally, in 1999 we were able 
to buy our own building from retiring Dr. 
Frank Burris.  Since moving into our own 
building, we have added dental services 
which is one of our busiest services.  We 
are the fiduciary for the Senior Millage 
Dental and Prescription programs.  We 
do monthly blood pressure checks, have 
an annual flu shot clinic and provide 
insurance counseling for the community.  
We truly have come a long way and we 
have so many people to thank. Rotary is 
one of them.  The Rotary Foundation has 
been very generous with grants that have 
enabled us to purchase an audiometer and 
update our computers.  

We continue to see patients daily.  We 
have gone from a few hundred patient 
visits that first year to 3200 visits in 2019.  
The Fountain Clinic, after 28 years, still 
lives up to its tag line-Patients in Need A 
Community that Cares.

The Fountain Clinic – In the Beginning

Randy TeegaRdin, CFP.®

CeRTiFied

FinanCial PlanneR

Investment opportunities include non deposit investments which are:
Not FDIC Insured      Not Bank Guaranteed      May Lose Value

269-558-0994
124 West Michigan Avenue

Marshall, MI 49068
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By Jodi Lubis, Owner
Pastrami Joe’s Deli and Take-Out started 

out as a dream by Mike Caron to be a 
New York style deli that was part of the 
neighborhood.  So he and his family opened 
the little shop at 105 N Jefferson Street in 
downtown Marshall in February 2003.  The 
menu started out with traditional Pastrami 
and Corn Beef sandwiches and grew to 
include cold sandwiches/wraps, grilled 
sandwiches, soups, salads and pizza. The 
sandwiches are numbered and some have 
funny names, but the food is authentic and 
made fresh daily.

Fast forward 8 years, and Jodi Lubis also 
had a dream of owning a small restaurant 
and Mike was ready to retire!  So after a 
few meetings at a local watering hole, a 
deal was made and Jodi took over in 2011.  
Mike shared that when they opened, he 
hoped they would have a couple customers 
on that first day. To his surprise, there was 
a line out the door.  Since the transition of 
ownership, not much has changed.  You 
know the old saying “if it ain’t broke, don’t 
fix it” ….that is how Jodi felt when she and 
her family took over.  Since 2011, a few 
new items have made the menu board and 
some new family recipes have been weekly 
features!  Each week there is a featured 
item, along with a Soup of the Day and 
our “served daily” Old Fashion Chicken 
Noodle and House Made Chili.        

The line still goes out the door at lunch 
time, but it moves quickly!  We remain the 
neighborhood deli that feeds the students 
after school, before the “big game” or as 
they take a break from dance classes!  
We are the place to go when you want to 
meet friends and catch up!  We have even 
become a popular stop where out of towners 
visit to enjoy a little bit of downtown 
Marshall!  Our staff knows your name if 
you are a regular and they even know your 
favorite sandwich!  We strive to keep up 
with the changing times and have added 
the technology of online ordering and curb 
side, but the food remains the same!   Stop 
in and become part of the neighborhood!  
We look forward to serving you!

Pastrami Joe’s

NANCY STULBERG

2016 BCAAR Realtor of the Year
ABR, SRES Realtor

(269)274-2574 Mobile
nancy.stulberg@gmail.com

Professional, Committed, & Loyal

IF BUYING or SELLING A HOME
I'd Love to be of assistance

®

John Schragg
Agent
1114 W Michigan Avenue Suite 5
Three Rivers, MI 49093-2122
Bus 269 278 8000   Fax 269 278 8007
john.schragg.vaaj8y@statefarm.com

The greatest compliment you can give is a referral.
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Bed and Breakfast

Divine Butterfly Boutique

A Distinctive Event
Destination

1110 Verona Road
Marshall, MI 49068

269-832-1796

A sports bar. Not a gym.
11am-Midnight everyday
133 W. Michigan Ave, Marshall MI
269-558-8222

Residentail Commercial Generators

Scott L Evans, AAMS®
Financial Advisor

333 S Kalamazoo Ave 
Marshall, MI 49068-1714
269-781-5305

3.5” x 2.5” | Maximum Font Size: 30 pt

Knowing our clients
personally is what we do.

Scott L Evans, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
.

207 West Michigan Avenue
Marshall, MI 49068
269-781-5305
www.edwardjones.com

Member SIPC
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Jon Troyer 'J T', General Manager
Office: 269-781-3945
Fax: 269-781-6765
email: jt@legglumber.com

Tina Currier, Kitchen and Bath Designer
Office: 269-781-4204 

Cell: 269-245-7756
designtec.tina@gmail.com

Collins, from page 1
mantle of several projects, including giving 
cemetery tours of Oakridge Cemetery. She 
also used the research and photographs 
they had compiled over the years to write 
and publish two books on Marshall history.  
Susan was a fantastic storyteller who 
brought history to life for many people. 
She was a lifelong learner and a lifelong 
teacher. She always tried to connect to the 
young people in our community because 
she knew that they would be the ones to 
carry on the work started by the many 
volunteers in Marshall over the years. 

Susan used her talents and passion to 
build a better community. She proudly 
served on the Board of the American 
Museum of Magic for many years calling it 
Marshall’s “Best Kept Secret.”  She served 
on committees for The Franke Center for 
the Arts and Marshall Area Chamber of 
Commerce. She led the effort with several 
partners in the community to become 
one of Michigan’s first four Main Street 
communities. She spent more than 12 years 
on the City of Marshall’s DDA board and 
served on the joint Planning Commission. 
She was honored with numerous awards 
including Michigan Week’s Minuteman 
Award, the Mayor’s Prayer Breakfast 

Golden Pineapple award, and the Charles F. 
Hayes Award from the Marshall Chamber. 
Susan believed that the people of Marshall 
could build great things together and she 
used her time and energy to make sure we 
did. 

Susan was so much more than a pillar 
of the community.  She had a brilliant 
mind, and she was unafraid to speak it. 
She could see the fun and humor in nearly 
every situation. She knew how to honor 
the past while building towards a beautiful 
future. She was a supportive friend, helpful 
neighbor, and a generous mentor to many. 
Her love of Marshall has been passed on to 
the next generation and her love of people 
has made a difference in the lives of the 
people who knew her.  Thank you, Susan, 
for your service and your friendship.

In 1987 the Marshall Area Garden Club was established.  Janet Schoenmeyer 
started the club and was one of the charter members along with JoAnn Dickey, 
Joan Foster, Marlene Glotfelty, Marilyn Mead, Marsha Powers, Natalie Rector, 
Cherie Riser, and Vonnerie Wood.  Garden tours have been held annually since 
1990 to raise funds for club projects.  Public landscaping projects include the 
West End Median Gardens (see photo), Fountain Circle annuals, downtown urns, 
and Carver Park Garden.  The club has 100 members and meets monthly except 
July and August.

Offering

Tuesday - Saturday, 10:00am - 5:30pm
102 E. Michigan Avenue

             269-781-8200 | paperandi.com |

Paper Crafting Products
and Trendy & Fun Gifts
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28304  R7-20

At Thrivent, we believe money is a tool–not a goal. As a holistic 
financial services organization, and a membership-owned 
fraternal organization, providing financial advice, investments, 
insurance, banking and generosity programs, we are 
committed to helping you achieve financial clarity.

I am here to help provide the guidance you need to live  
the life you want.

Invested in things that 
prepare you for the future.

William Annis, FIC
Financial Associate
16519 F Dr N
Marshall, MI 49068
269-832-7472

Hemmingsen Drug Store
By Chris and Mindy Munden, Owners

Hemmingsen Drug Store has been 
serving Marshall and the surrounding 
communities for over 80 years.  The store 
opened in 1936, and owners Chet and 
Helen Hemmingsen laid a foundation 
of excellent care and stewardship to the 
community that continues today with 
owners Chris and Mindy Munden.  The 
Munden’s purchased the pharmacy from 
Ron and Donna Dillman at the beginning of 
2016 and have implemented new services 
to position the pharmacy as a premier 
pharmacy not only in Calhoun County, 
but in the entire United States.  In 2019, 
the store received the most nominations in 
the entire country for the “Good Neighbor 
Pharmacy Pharmacy of Year Award” and 
was selected as a finalist to represent the 
Central Region.  “Being selected in the top 
3 of over 5000 independent pharmacies in 
the United States was an incredible honor.  
The community really rallied behind us 
and we’ve been thankful for their support 
since day 1”, Chris said.    

The award validated what many in the 
area have known for years.  The service at 
independent community pharmacies like 
Hemmingsen’s is second to none.  The 
pharmacy offers free prescription delivery 
within a 15-mile radius and curbside 
pickup, both of which have been vital 
during the COVID 19 pandemic.  The store 
also offers free diabetic testing meters and 
supplies, a program that the Munden’s 
have offered from day 1 of ownership.  
“We were finding that people weren’t 
testing their blood sugar like they should, 
and many times that was due to insurance 
requirements and limitations.  Prescribers 
had many headaches with mountains of 
documentation to prove that the patient 
needed the supplies, or to justify testing 
more than once daily.  The ‘ring of fire’ 
we ran into led us to develop this to help 
patients and providers, and it’s been a 
tremendous success,” Mindy said.  Need a 

flu shot or shingles vaccine?  The pharmacy 
team offers many adult vaccinations.  
Recently the store unveiled “Simpill” 
to provide customers with convenient 
multi dose medication packages.  “Many 
pharmacies won’t offer this service due to 
the time it takes to fill a medication package 
compared to the traditional vial.  But for 
many families, having your medications 
packaged in convenient packages based 
on the time of day is an absolute game 

changer and is the difference between 
remaining independent or moving to a 
setting where assistance is required,” Chris 
said.  At the beginning of September, the 
pharmacy began offering COVID 19 
testing.  He adds, “We saw a need in the 
area for more testing and developed a 
process to help people.  Whether COVID 
testing or medication packaging, our team 
is committed to finding solutions that help 
your family.”

Mon-Sat 10-5

Sun 12-4

101 E Michigan
Marshall, MI 49068
269.781.8907

info @craftphotography.com
craftphotography.com
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115 EAST MICHIGAN • MARSHALL MI 49068 • 269•789•0800

HAIR
STYLING

FOR
WOMEN

AND MEN

FACIALS
TANNING

MANICURES
MASSAGE

Marshall’s Premiere Pet Care Facility for
Professional Grooming, Doggie Play Care & More!

(269) 781-2509

13416 Preston Drive, Marshall
www.marshalldoggiespa.com

Why, When and How I Came to Marshall
By Jennifer Conley Darling, Rotarian
I was raised in Marshall from the age 

of five. I grew up in the family business, 
Darling & Sons True Value Hardware right 
downtown. My mom then opened Darling 
& Daughter V&S Variety Store when I was 
12. I grew up seeing hard work, customer 
service and appreciation, and best of all, a 
lot of humor and laughter. 

And then I found theater, my first love. At 
the age of 7, I watched my mom rehearsing 
for the role of Vera in the musical, Mame. I 
knew this was what I had to do for the rest 
of my life. 

I moved to NYC at the age of 18 where 
I attended the American Academy of 
Dramatic Arts. I spent the next 23 years 
working in theater, TV, film and corporate 
America. In 2011, I decided to start my 
own arts and event management company, 

Darling Theatrical and Event Management, 
Darling & Company for short (as an 
homage to my family’s businesses). I left 
my corporate job and focused solely on 
non-profit and event management. My 
business began thriving. 

As I was about to turn 40, I began to 
realize I missed home. I missed my family, 
friends and neighbors looking out for me, 
caring about me.  While NYC fed my soul 
for all those years, it was Marshall I always 
called home. 

When I returned at the end of 2015, 
Marshall was everything I wanted and 
needed. Marshallites are friendly and 
caring. My family was respected and 
valued. Our school district had merged 
with our neighbors in Albion. 

The first client I had the privilege of 
working with was The Franke Center for 
the Arts. I took over a wonderful Children’s 
Theater program and imagined it bigger 
and better. The staff and board saw my 
vision and said YES. Working on The 
Franke’s stage with area youth made me 
realize this was where I meant to be. All 
my years in NYC and all the experience 
I’d gained – Marshall is where I’m meant 
to share it. 

I’ve found my way into most things 
art and culture in Marshall. In addition 
to working with The Franke, I am the 
Executive Director of the Marshall’s art 
gallery and education center, Eastend 
Studio & Gallery. Plus, Marshall’s 
Youngish Professionals have also named 
me their Managing Director. 

I love this town. I love being part of its 
future. And I wouldn’t trade my upbringing 
here for anything.

Rotary
4-Way Test

Rotary 4 Way Test was devised 
by Rotarian Herbert J. Taylor in 
1932 and it was adopted by Rotary in 
1943. It has been translated into more 
than a hundred languages and widely 
published.

The test asks the following questions: 
Of the things we think, say and do

Is it the Truth
Is it Fair to all concerned
Will it build Goodwill and Better 
Relationships?
Will it be Beneficial to all concerned?

Michael W. Schragg, 1967

By Michael W. Schragg, Rotarian
Our Rotary Club asked me to write 

about my family and myself.  I was born 
in Battle Creek, MI in 1947.  One month 
later moved to my Grandfather’s farm in 
Ceresco.  My Dad bought the farm from 
my Grandfather when my Grandparents 
moved to Marshall.  I attended a one room 
schoolhouse through the seventh grade and 
then Marshall High School, graduating in 
1965.  My goal was to find a good job, get 
married and have a family.  However, if 
you did not go to college at that time, you 
typically were drafted and sent to Vietnam.

I enlisted for 3 years (see my 1967 Army 
photo) and was lucky to go to an Army Post 
Office in Germany for two years with my 
wife, Loretta.  Nine months after her arrival 
in Germany, our first child, Beth, was born.  
After Germany we were stationed at Fort 
Riley, Kansas.  We loved to travel and took 
advantage as best we could to tour Europe 
and the Midwest.

In June of 1970, I began working at 
the Marshall Post Office as a part time 
clerk. Leaving Marshall 1975, I became 
the Postmaster for Olivet.  I returned to 
Marshall as the Postmaster in 1979 and 
retired from this position in 2002.  In 1987, 
I started the Marshall Postal Museum in 
the basement of the Marshall Post Office 
which currently has seven rooms plus 
an annex building.  All rooms are full of 
postal memorabilia and this is the second 
largest postal museum in the US.  I was 
truly honored when President Bush and 
Congress named it after me.  Our Rotary 
Club has been supporting this project for 
33 years which I personally appreciate 
greatly.

In 1974, our new home was constructed 
next to our family farm where Loretta and I 
reside when we are not living in our condo 
in Englewood, Florida.  I have been a 
Rotarian for 45 years and genuinely enjoy 
networking and doing community service 
with Rotarians wherever I am.  We are 

proud that Beth Martin, also a Rotarian, 
has been appointed as the Postmaster of 
the Marshall Post Office.  We sold our farm 
to our son, John, who lives with his family 
in our original family home.  He is a State 
Farm Agent in Three Rivers, MI.   Our 
second Daughter, Lori Hueckel and her 
family live near St. Louis and her husband 
is employed at Post Cereal Headquarters.  
Loretta and I also have nine grandchildren 
and three great grandchildren.  I work part 
time as a greeter at Schuler’s Restaurant 
and love interfacing with their guests.  
Marshall has a great Rotary Club and is 
truly a fine community. 

This is My Life

STANLEY
LAWN AND GARDEN

SALES & SERVICE
13000 15 Mile Road
Marshall, MI 49068

Wheel Horse • Snapper • Echo • McCullouch
• Ski-Doo • Woods • Mitsubishi

(269) 781-3951
Greg Stanley, Owner
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BATTER
MIX
COMPANY

1631 Pratt Avenue • Marshall, MI 49068
269-781-3911

Manufacturer of various dry mixes,
specializing in batter mixes, breading mixes,

biscuit, pancake and waffle mixes.
Celebrating over 80 years

in business.

Marshall Rotary Club thanks
Drake's Batter Mix Company

for their generous donation to the
Rotary Fish Fry!

on Verona Road & I-69
Lighted units

5'x 8' up to 10'x 30'
Security Fence/Cameras

24 hr. access
Indoor or Outdoor space

for large boats, campers, or
vehicles.

(269) 781-5899
www.marshallministorage.com

By Jim Donahue, Rotarian
Few things in the world are so 

universally supported by scientists as the 
facts that climate change is real, that it is 
already a serious threat to humanity, and 
that significant action must be taken now to 
protect our children’s future as we approach 
a period of unstoppable degradation. 

Rotarians around the globe are acting. 
Inaction is now considered unacceptable. 
In 2017, a group of international 
Rotarians began ESRAG - Environmental 
Sustainability Rotary Action Group. 
Environmental action has now been raised 
on par with Rotary’s 6 Areas of Focus. 

I have summarized the official ESRAG 
introductory information below but I 
urge all Rotarians, their families and 
friends to visit the ESRAG website for 
complete details and an impressive list of 
all the things ESRAG is doing in its short 
existence to date.   https://www.esrag.org/

According to ESRAG’s mission 
statement, its goal is to empower members 
of the Rotary Family worldwide to take 
actions to sustain our environment, 

particularly to stabilize our climate. It 
has already grown and taken on several 
projects in the US and around the world. 
The ESRAG staff is acting as a central 
point of project organization and a source 
of critical information to share with 
clubs and communities about sustainable 
practices and the global humanitarian crisis 
of climate change. Through their action 
model: they hope to identify environmental 
leaders within the Rotary world, assist 
them in initiating environmental service 
projects that are meaningful to THEM, 
help where we can, and acknowledge and 
publicize their awesome work.  

Early during its organization ESRAG 
joined forces with the United Nations 
Environment working group (UNEP). This 
teamwork has resulted in a superb, free 
handbook to help clubs like Marshall’s. 
It also stresses the importance of World 
Environment Day June 5th. The handbook 
includes a selection of 11 green themes 
for activities that Rotary clubs can do 
for World Environment Day or to make 
a commitment to commence an activity 
in the future. You can get your own copy 
at the following web site:   https://www.
esrag.org/esrag-unep-handbook

ESRAG lists some awesome projects in 
varying stages of completion around the 

world with a large number in the USA. 
Some are local and sponsored by small 
clubs. Examples include:

An Idaho Rotary group is working to 
find common ground between farmers and 
environmentalists noting that clean water 
is critical to healthy and profitable farming; 
A renewable Energy Task Force has been 
organized through a Raleigh, NC Rotary 
District; A readily available “Get Lunch 
out of Landfills Toolkit” was produced in 
a Maryland club to reduce discarded food 
and packaging waste and is involving 
students in county schools;  Tree planting 
programs were sponsored in support of 
an Illinois bird sanctuary and an Indiana 
community by very small clubs. Many 
more are described around the world! 

My personal interest in ESRAG is easy 
to explain. As a parent of three daughters 
in their 30’s and with a new grandson, 
the environmental catastrophes being 
demonstrated weekly around the world 

are terrifying. Our youngest daughter, a 
Univ. of Chicago and Univ. of Michigan 
graduate, received her master’s degree 
from U of M in Environmental Policy and 
Economics, and is currently working for 
the Univ. of Minnesota’s Environmental 
Outreach program. 

Though a fairly new resident of 
Marshall, and member of its wonderful 
Rotary Club, I hope to learn much more 
about ESRAG and its supported programs, 
and bring some of that “renewable” energy 
to improve our own community, with an 
eye for true sustainability. I will remain a 
local follower and supporter of ESRAG 
and participate in their District Organizer 
on-line meetings. 

If after reviewing the ESRAG website 
please contact me with any questions, 
ideas, or suggestions via email   gj4116@
gmail.com 

ESRAG, A Critically Important Mission for Rotarians

Palmers
Hairstyling
106 N. Eagle St.

Marshall, MI 
49068

269-781-3242

Visit Us On Facebook
and Twitter

(269) 781-3542

144 W. Michigan Ave.
www.louies-bakery.com

Marshall, MI 49068

Welcoming New Patients

Dr. Jeff Fitzmaurice & Dr. Scott Brown
(269) 781-9863



2020-2021 Page 22MARSHALL ROTARY FOUNTAIN

By Susan Wallace, Owner
Pure Eden can truly be defined as a 

family business.  Our team IS a family, 
literally and figuratively. The Pure Eden 
team has supported each other through 
every life experience imaginable. Jaime 
Collins could not operate the salon without 
the help of her entire team and tribe. Sister 
Melissa left her job to become the manager 
and upon retirement their mom also joined 
the team. Another recent Aveda Institute 
graduate, Caroline Collins has joined mom 
and company to make three generations 
working together.  On any given weekend 
you can find nieces, nephew, brother, and 
in laws all adding their talents to the family 
business. We have two mother/daughter 
teams working side by side, as well as a 
couple of talented husbands lending their 
skills.

Jaime thought she landed her dream 
job at Pure Eden Salon and Spa working 
for Tracy McCarthy. Little did she know, 
God and Tracy had other plans for her. 
Tracy was wanting to step back from salon 
ownership and saw in Jaime a potential 
new owner. Jaime and her husband Andy 
signed the papers on the first building in 
2013.  

The homey, comfortable shabby chic 
style had been set and people loved it. 
Now it was time to add Jaime’s own flair 
to the space.  Andy and brother in law, Jim 
designed new stylist stations out of old 
doors and family pieces added to the mix to 
continue to provide a cozy atmosphere and 
reflect a new direction.  Looking around 
the salon it is so comforting to see pieces 
from my grandmothers’, parent’s, and 
sister’s homes.

From the very beginning Jaime had a 
dream board with a photo of the building 
next door to Pure Eden on it.  We often 
heard the phrase “when I buy the building 
next door…”  When the opportunity to 
purchase the building presented itself, she 
jumped on it.  The building ended up being 

anything but perfect, but the location was 
ideal. Pure Eden was bursting at the seams 
as we now have nine stylists, a certified 
massage therapist, and offer more services 
(i.e. nails, lashes, stress relief treatments, 
facials, body waxing, and pedicures).

After two years of sweat, grime, and piles 
of money expended we can see the light at 
the end of the tunnel! We now have a wall 
and foundation that will not fall into the 
Sister City Peace Park, including windows 
that were discovered when the old siding 
was torn down.  New treatment rooms will 
allow people to receive services downstairs 

and four new shampoo bowls are state of 
the art in relaxation and comfort. We have 
also added a certified tattoo artist offering 
Permanent Cosmetics, Fibroblast Plasma 
Skin Tightening, Lash Lift & Tinting, 
Tattoo Removal, and Microblading.

With a fresh new look to the inside and 
outside of our 1870 buildings, we look 
forward to exciting new things at 213 and 
215 W. Michigan Avenue. We invite you 
to come visit us to see our expanded space 
and see all we have to offer.

Pure Eden Salon and Spa
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Eastend, from page 15
donations funded this major cost and the 
work was done by CM Contracting).  The 
ballroom walls were covered with silver 
leaf wallpaper (made possible by the 
National Trust for Historic Preservation).  
Four large chandeliers were assembled 
and hung in the Ballroom. Two new 
adjacent bathrooms and a catering room 
were completed by volunteers.  Two more 
furnaces/AC, plumbing and electric were 
installed on the 3rd floor (most of funding 
was supplied by Consumers Energy 
Foundation). A stunning foyer was painted 
by Michael Peck and Aubrey Damron and 
volunteers restored the old circular 2nd to 
3rd floor stairwell as well as installing and 
finishing the wood floor.  Keith Mengel 
along with volunteers installed all oak 
handrails. The Rotary awarded substantial 
grants for our new and very sophisticated 
fire alarm system which was installed by 
ADT and C.B. Hall Electric.

This has been an eight-year project to 
complete the refurbishment of almost 
14,000 square feet of the Wagner Building 
area by its 150th anniversary.  It’s difficult 
to believe but over 300 fire-rated drywall 
sheets (4’x8’, 4’x10’ or 4’x12’) were 
installed and finished on framing done by 
volunteers during this period. These were 
often transported by hand to the upper 
floors, cut, placed and finished and this 
effort alone required thousands of labor 
hours. Many local businesses donated 
supplies and materials especially Darling 
Ace Hardware, Handle & Hinge, Kitchen 
Outlet, Larry’s Flooring and Quilts at the 
Marshall House. Eastend truly thanks 
these many organizations, and hundreds 
of people including the many Marshall 
Rotarians who have supported this major 
Marshall City project with their purses and 
sweat equity.

Ballroom foyer ceiling.

Ballroom renovation 2020.
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For more than a century, we have helped our customers  
meet their power management challenges. Over the years,  
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