
A MARSHALL ROTARY CLUB NEWSPAPERDISTRICT 6360 CLUB NUMBER 2943

Celebrating 95 Years of Service
MARSHALL ROTARY FOUNTAIN

EXTRA
“Community Serving Community”

PRICE
A Donation
to a Better

Community

Volume LXXII
2019-2020

70th Edition

rotarymarshallmi.org

A Word from the President...

Written by John C. Sherwood
The community that was to become 

Marshall, Michigan, began in the minds 
of George and Sidney Ketchum in the 
late 1820s. The brothers from New York 
state had begun seeking ways to advance 
their fortunes, and found their best chance 
in land speculation amid the trees and 
waterways between the Great Lakes. 

George, a fi nancial speculator, and 
the younger Sidney, a land surveyor, had 
become partners. They convinced a group 
of like-minded New Englanders to create 
a settlement within the oak-strewn forests 
west of the developing towns of Ann Arbor 
and Jackson. In the summer of 1830, 
Sidney and a compatriot followed the 
Territorial Road to the region that now is 
Albion, then west to the confl uence of the 
Kalamazoo River and Rice Creek. Sidney 
offered $150 and some rifl es to convince 
two earlier land claimants not to pursue 
their own plans, fi led a claim in Monroe 
and returned to New York to inform George 
that a fi ne site had been secured. 

George and Sidney and their companions 
were seeking profi ts and new lives in the 
Michigan Territory. The brothers worked 
independently to move these settlers 
westward along the Erie Canal to Detroit, 
then on to the Kalamazoo River Valley. 
Riding wagons and horses, the fi rst group 
-- led by George, his wife and daughter 
-- arrived April 18, 1831, at the site just 
south of the spot now called Ketchum 
Park. Sidney and his group, including his 
own wife and fi ve children, arrived a short 
time later. The brothers’ parents and sister 
joined them as well.

George oversaw construction of a saw 
mill and grist mill along Rice Creek, and 

built a log cabin on the hill now occupied 
by the B.E. Henry Building. The plot for 
the settlement -- named after U.S. Supreme 
Court Justice John Marshall -- was 
registered Aug. 29, 1831, in Kalamazoo. 
On Oct. 17, Marshall was declared the seat 
of Calhoun County’s government. 

Eager investors had sent funds with the 
settlers to purchase land throughout the 
region, fueling hopes that these efforts 
would spawn eventual wealth. By 1839, 
George had purchased 25 land patents 
from the U.S. government. Sidney bought 
fi ve more and led a group that built the 
Marshall House, the largest hotel between 
Detroit and Chicago and a major stop for 
future coach and rail passengers. Sidney 
erected a large home, The Mansion, a name 
that became attached to the adjacent street. 

The oak trees that fi lled Sidney’s lawn are 
recalled in the name of Oaklawn Hospital, 
launched in 1925 inside his former home 
and which still occupies the original site.

A national fi nancial panic in 1837 led 
many investors to call in their loans, 
and the Ketchums never fully recovered 
fi nancially. After serving as a local judge, 
George left Marshall to seek a renewed 
chance at fortune in southern California, 
where he died in 1853, leaving little to 
his family. Sidney died in 1862 with the 
same result. Sidney’s grave at Oakridge 
Cemetery serves as a memorial to George, 
whose burial site is unknown. Nonetheless, 
the Ketchum legacy lingers in the town that 
grew from their dreams, and their portraits 
inside Honolulu House Museum ensure 
their lasting memory.

Marshall Rotary has been serving 
our community for 95 years.  “How it 
Started” is the theme of this 70th edition 
of the Marshall Rotary Fountain Extra 
newspaper.  We hope you enjoy the many 
articles authored by Rotarians and other 
community members.  Read these article 
and you will become a well-informed 
tourism ambassador able to answer 
questions about our town.

The paper is free to you and was delivered 
with your Advisor & Chronicle.  The 
Club’s Community Action Fund is possible 

because of the generosity and support of 
the companies, individuals, and businesses 
that advertise in this publication.  When 
you are in need of a service or product, 
do support them in return and whenever 
possible buy locally.

Our Community Action Fund supported 
over 30 non-profi t organizations this past 
year by granting some $22,000.  The major 
fund-raisers are this newspaper, Dream 
Dollars drawing, spring fi sh fry, and 4th 
of July Chicken Barbecue.   The club 
also distributed $26,000 to nine worthy 

non-profi t groups from the Marshall 
Rotary Foundation.  A grant application 
form can be found on the club website.  
Rotarymarshallmi.org

Rotary is an international service 
organization with 35,000+ clubs worldwide 
and 1.2 million members.  This network of 
service minded people making a difference 
in the world and in their communities.  I 
am proud to be on the Rotary team. 

Jim Dyer
Rotary Club President

A Memorial to
Dr. Stephen Kent

Bedwell, Ph.D

In Remembrance of Dennis Edward Sheridan

By Jay Larson, Rotarian
Steve Bedwell and I were neighbors and 

best friends for 43 years.  What a ride!!!!! 
Bernadette and he moved to his Marshall 
two weeks before Karen and I did. During 
that period Steve was my personal, unpaid 
psychologist and I tried to be his guardian 
angel.  We spent many good times together 
on our front porches discussing politics, 
fi nancial matters, religion, science, our 
families, business and sports and I greatly 
appreciated the depth of his knowledge and 
his intellect.  Steve would typically take 
the opposing viewpoint to mine keeping 
things lively.  His excellent debating skills 
taught me much about how to convince 
others to do what I believed was best.  His 
deep insight and wise advice helped many 
people cope with diffi cult situations.

Steve was truly perseverant and would 
pick himself up after any adversity.  He 
had a tough time during his teen years 
leaving high school early to join the US 
Army’s 101st Airborne Division.  A mortar 
accidently exploded at his feet and he 
suffered many shrapnel wounds over the 
whole front of his body and head.  During 
the next year he had to literally relearn to 
read and write.  He also was involved in 
a terrible car accident where one of his 
buddies died.  But Steve never gave up.  
He left the army to become a deputy sheriff 
and he chose higher education when he 
married Bernadette.

Ultimately, Steve received his Ph.D. 
from MSU and soon had successful 
psychological business including several 
locations.  Unfortunately, there was a 
devastating fi re at his main offi ce virtually 
destroying all the business records and 
Steve was looking for another career.  He 
soon was an owner and manager of the 
Teki and Tekon truck stops.  Using his 
extrovertist personally and hard work, 
he became good friends with many of 
the national players in this profession.  
The Great Recession of 2008 caused 
Steve to lose this business after long, but 
unsuccessful legal fi ght to retain it. Steve 
started a new career as a consultant for a 
business entrepreneur.   Steve was always 
looking for that next opportunity and he 
dreamed big.

Bedwell, continued on page 4

Dennis Sheridan passed away November 20, 2019.  Denny will be remembered for his 
many contributions to the community and will be greatly missed.  A Rotarian for over 50 
years in Detroit, Troy, and since 2007 the Marshall club where he served as club president 
in 2013.  He grew up in Muskegon and attended Wabash College (class of 1961).  At one 
Rotary meeting Dennis and 3 other Marshall Rotarian Wabash grads greeted the current 
presidents of Albion College, who is also a Wabash grad.  They all had such fun sharing their 
Wabash stories.

Denny was employed with Starr Commonwealth in Albion and then retired after working 
many years for Oakland University as Planned Giving Director.  Both he and Sue, his wife 
of 53 years, are Paul Harris Fellows recognizing their support of the Rotary International 
Foundation.  As a child in the 1940s Sue would see Paul and Jean Harris summer vacationing 
in the Portage Lake area off Lake Michigan.  Paul Harris was the founder of Rotary in 1905 
having started the lunch group that rotated around to different offi ces.  Rotary connects 
people and Denny connected people. 

Brothers George (left) and Sidney Ketchum, who founded the fi rst
Marshall settlement in 1830, are shown in portraits that hang today in the 

Honolulu House Museum. (Photo credit: Alena Buczynski)

Rotary Paul Harris Fellows
Sue and Dennis Sheridan

The Founding of Marshall

Dr. Stephen Kent Bedwell (1942 – 2019)
US Army’s 101st Airborne (1959 – 1962)

LOOK INSIDE FOR MANY MORE INTERESTING STORIES
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Unconditional
love.

oaklawnhospital.org

Pet Therapy at Oaklawn.

Why Painted Sidewalks?
In the spring of 2012 four-and-one-half miles were painted with red and green 
circles or diamonds.  The circles are the primary routes and the diamonds 
secondary.  Green circles and diamonds are for the historic homes walk and 
red circles and diamonds are for the historic downtown walk.  A map/guide is 
available all over town and at the Marshall Welcome Center.  The guide also 
includes the Capitol Hill Walk, River Walk, Oakridge Cemetery Walk, Brooks 
Nature Area, Grever’s Nature Center and suggest canoe or kayak trips on 
the Kalamazoo River.  These tour routes were developed as part of a tourism 
promotions program funded by a National Scenic Byways Grant.

Notes from the Editor
All of our writers are to be commended for the work they have done for this 

edition of the Extra.  Their research has uncovered interesting new information.  
Maybe new to us, but right there in Dick Carver’s book, old newspapers, or from the 
mouths of the people who were there.  Take Jeff Greene for example, his fi rst run at 
telling us how we fi rst got parking meters downtown turned into a very long story.  
What you read in this edition is one third the size of his original.  The same can be 
said for Dan Stulberg’s research on how the hospital got started.  As editor, I had to 
say “guys’ way to long cut it back”.

As you read the articles you will learn about people who are and were dedicated to 
making our town a better place.  Some did it on their own.  Most teamed with others.  
Still others worked their betterment projects through a group or organization.  The 
point is fi nd your passion and then fi nd some others to share your passion.  The 
people of Marshall are always ready to help make great things happen.

I challenge you to take the list of 25 people below and connect them with one of 
the articles listed in the table of contents.  This knowledge will equip you to be able 
to tell friends or strangers about these Marshall heroes.
Clue - this list is close to the same order as the list of articles in the table of 
contents: George and Sidney Ketchum, Jan and Isabelle Brooks, Dennis Smith, 
William Thick, Wayne Cornwell, Charles Dibble, Martin Wagner, Harold Brooks, 
Mike Schragg, Elizabeth and Virginia Cronin, Ann Ells, Ann LaPietra, Tom 
Franke, Creighton Sherman, Kathy Tarr, Larry Feiler, John Collins, Paul Harris, 
James Wright Gordon, Bob Lund, E. B. More, James Maher, and, Philip Glotfelty.
Marty Overhiser, Editor
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How did the Marshall Historic Home Tour Get Started?

By Rotarians Susan Collins and Paul Davis
Marshall’s Historic Home Tour started 

as a fund-raising event for the Women’s 
Guild of Trinity Episcopal Church. The 
Guild was interested in raising money to 
make purchases for the church’s kitchen, 
and it seemed like a logical and fun way 
to start, by having a Kitchen Tour. The 
event actually did start in 1957 as a kitchen 
tour, an idea of Jan and Isabelle Brooks, 
members of the Trinity Women’s Guild. It 
was, at that time, organized to raise funds 
for various programs at the church.

The 1957 Kitchen Tour had just five 
kitchens on tour that were described as “...
three remodeled and two new.” Breads, 
cookies, salads, and main dishes were sold 

in each kitchen to those taking the tour. 
The Guild netted $928.55 that year.

Originally held on a weekday afternoon 
in May (and often with a fashion show), 
the Trinity Kitchen Tour eventually moved 
to the fall. The tour moved to October in 
1961 and then to September in 1962. This 
September ‘62 tour marked the first tour 
that was held on a Saturday to specifically 
“...accommodate women who work.”

From 1957 to 1963 the Guild sponsored 
the annual Kitchen Tour. In 1964, Jan 
Brooks suggested they expand the tour to 
include whole houses, and the Home Tour 
was born. The net revenue to the church 
from the 1964 tour immediately doubled, 
netting $2,206.44. A quote in the Chronicle 
indicated that “...between 1,400 - 2,000 
persons stood in line to view the unique 
and fascinating homes....” Trinity gave 
$50.00 to the Historical Society for their 
support.

But by 1968 the tour had become 
larger than the Guild could handle, and 
they turned what we all know today as 
Marshall’s Historic Home Tour, over to 
the Marshall Historical Society. The May 
20, 1968 Marshall Historical Society 
Board meeting minutes state: “The Trinity 

Episcopal Church has decided to give up 
the Historic Homes Tour in 1968 so the 
Historical Society will undertake to do so. 
Doyle Fellers and Charles Brooks will co-
chair the event.”

In those early days, Home Tour 
committee chairs would all meet 
periodically at the home of Charles and 
Jan Brooks on W. Michigan Ave, under a 
certain apple tree, and provide updates on 
how their committees were progressing. 
Eventually, that too would become a reason 
for additional socializing. And as they say, 
the rest is history!

Since that early and modest beginning, 
the Marshall Historic Home Tour has 
featured more than 150 private Marshall 
homes and 95 local businesses and 
churches.

A report from the Marshall Evening 
Chronicle prior to the 1968 tour stated: 
“This year’s tour is important to the entire 
city....” And it did become an important 
citywide event that to this day exudes what 
our city is best known for...hospitality, 
history and community pride.

Marshall has proudly maintained and 
grown it’s signature event because of the 
dedication of hundreds of volunteers and 

the gracious willingness of homeowners to 
open their doors to visitors. It is the longest 
continuously running home tour event 
in the state of Michigan, and it recently 
completed its 56th successful year.

The Marshall Historical Society relies 
on the success of this event to provide the 
majority of the funds necessary to fulfill its 
primary function, which is to maintain and 
operate their three historic museums: the 
Honolulu House, the Marshall Museum at 
the GAR Hall and the Capitol Hill School. 

Article includes information obtained 
from Marshall Historical Society archives

This picture is of a replica of the 
plaque that was fixed to the cabinets 

in the former home of Steve and
Ann Rhodes when it was on the 

Kitchen Tour in 1961.

Scott L Evans, AAMS®
Financial Advisor

333 S Kalamazoo Ave 
Marshall, MI 49068-1714
269-781-5305
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Knowing our clients
personally is what we do.

Scott L Evans, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
.

207 West Michigan Avenue
Marshall, MI 49068
269-781-5305
www.edwardjones.com
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Value Beyond Product
1600 S. Kalamazoo Ave., Suite D | Marshall, MI 49068 | 800-537-3323

www.impactsolution.net

No matter who you are, we have 
an account for you.

marshallcommunitycu.com
Marshall  |  Battle Creek  |  Coldwater
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Bedwell, from page 1
Steve had a great sense of humor.  I had 

the opportunity to go with Steve to several 
of his 101st Airborne Division reunions.  
His army buddies are “patriotic tough guy 
paratroopers” and it was always interesting 
to see their reactions to Steve introducing 
me as “his significant other”.

Creating controversy gave Steve much 
satisfaction.  Steve, Ed Bujdos, Jim Ma-
her, Karl Loomis and I played many, many 
hours of golf or bridge together and Steve 
was always spouting new rules of the game 
for us especially if any sort of wager was 
involved.   He also was famous with the 
Bogar Theatre staff for always demanding 
a veteran’s discount.  Occasionally I had 
to speed up his time at the ticket counter 
because of a long line behind us.

Steve also was involved in several Ro-
tary Projects but loved the kids’ activities 
best.  When I was responsible for our Rota-
ry District 6360 Youth Services activities, 
Steve and I would serve as Chaperones 
for our Rotary Youth Leadership Acade-
my that was held annually the Clear Lake 
Outdoor Education Center.  Between 40 
and 60 high school students from 13 SW 
Michigan counties spent three days learn-
ing leadership skills, doing many outdoor 
games and networking.  These kids simply 
loved “Dr. Bedwell” and greatly appreci-
ating his presentations, his jokes and gre-
garious personality.   He loved interacting 
with kids and I am certain many of them 
still remember this unforgettable man.

Stephen Kent Bedwell lived his life fully 
and in his own way was truly a real friend 
to me.  I loved him dearly and we all miss 
him greatly.

Dr. Bedwell was able to attend the 101st Airborne Division 75th Anniversary 
celebration.  Steve’s wife Bernadette and close friend Jay Larson accompanied 
him to Fort Campbell in 2017.  ALL THE WAY, EVERY DAY! AIRBORNE!!

Become
a Rotarian

Fellowship, fun, learning, serving 
and connecting with other professionals 
will be your membership rewards.  Club 
meets Tuesdays (noon to 1:00 p.m.) in the 
lower level of the Franke Center for the 
Arts.  Lunches are served but you are not 
required to buy lunch as a member.

We have several fun fund raising events 
throughout the year.  The money is used 
for various grants to local, district, and 
international projects.  Between our club 
Community Action Fund and our local 
Rotary Foundation the club gives grants 
totaling some $50,000 per year.  

For more information:
Call 269-781-4676 or visit a meeting
Rotary.org   Rotary International website
District6360.com   District website
Rotarymarshallmi.org   Marshall Club website
Marshall Rotary Club is also on Facebook

Herman's Marshall Hardware
and Annex

139 W. Michigan Ave.
Marshall, MI 49068

269-781-3491 (phone) – 269-781-5044 (fax)

395 S. Shore Drive
Suite 205

Battle Creek, MI 49014
Phone 269.963.3900

Fax: 269.963.3901

DIANE HOUSLEY PETERS
ATTORNEY AT LAW

www.mielderlaw.com

Office Hours by Appointment HOSTETLER FLOORING
& HOME REPAIR

Lucas Hostetler
Owner

Contact Luke
Phone: (269) 274-2647
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Aaron A. Bartell

John D. Brundage

Diane Housley Peters

Carol A. MacKenzie

O'Connor & Bennett Law Firm, PLC

Kevin R. Sackrider

J. Thomas Schaeffer

Schroeder & DeGraw, PLLC

John B. Sullivan Law Offices

Best Wishes to the Marshall Rotary Club
for its many contributions

to the community.

By Dennis G. Smith
Marshall Rotary Band President

I was asked to share what it takes behind 
the scenes to put on the summer series of 
band concerts. Well, in short, it takes some 
money and about 40 talented musicians. 
The Marshall Rotary Club has provided 
free outside band concerts in Marshall 
during June and July for the last 41 years. 
Rotarian, Morris Stulberg, once said that, 
in his opinion, Marshall Rotary Band is the 
Rotary’s best accomplishment. I cannot 
disagree with that, and I would add that the 
Rotary Club’s contribution to the building 
of the Frances Stevens Stuart Band Shell in 
2004 is a close 2nd.

There are 87 musicians on the Marshall 
Rotary Band mail list, but that includes 
conductors and several “occasional” 
players. The band attracts some of the 
best players from quite a wide region: 
Marshall, Battle Creek, Oshtemo, Sturgis, 
Kalamazoo, Parma, Climax, Lawrence, 
Three Rivers, Lansing, Olivet, Charlotte, 
and Albion. Many players are active or 
retired band directors, and most have 
had some college music training. They 
are all very good players who have no 
problem staging six concerts with only 
two rehearsals for each concert over six 
consecutive weeks. Each musician reads 
about 60 pieces of music for the Marshall 
series. They, in fact, enjoy the challenge; 
and the challenge is what brings these 
excellent musicians to Marshall each 
summer. Almost all of them belong to other 
music groups and play somewhere all year. 
These band players are quite different than 
in the beginning days, when the music had 
to be carefully picked for the band’s ability 
and there were several rehearsals for each 
concert.

John Beery
Nobody wanted a community band in 

Marshall more than John Carroll, an ex-
cellent percussionist who was Editor of the 
Marshall Evening Chronicle at the time. 
Due to John, the new band got very good 
coverage in the paper and was off to a great 
start. John Beery was the Marshall Band 
teacher in 1979, when it all began. I asked 
him about Marshall Community Band’s 
formation back then. (The name changed 
to Marshall Rotary Band in 2012.). He sent 
an email that said…

“I remember the first meeting 
I had with some of the business 

leaders who wanted a summer 
band concert series. It was held 
at Jim Clement’s home. I believe 
Morris was there, the man who 
owned the department store on 
Main Street [Phil Webber], and 
I don’t remember who all else 
[probably John Carroll and John 
Collins] I had thought for some 
time about starting a summer 
band program, but told the men 
present that I was not at all 
sure we could muster enough 
performers to make it work. After 
some discussion, we decided to 

give it a try. Surprisingly enough, 
it worked.

We discussed money, mostly 
for compensating the conductor. 
I don’t remember what the figure 
was, but it was agreed upon by 
both parties. We also negotiated 
a site for the concerts and the 
number of programs to be held 
for the first season. I believe it 
was 3.

The band rehearsed at the high 
school, I don’t remember how 
many nights in those early years. 
With the good publicity, we often 
had very good crowds. We had 
some guest artists (Ken Bauman 
of Spring Arbor College as an 
example).”

John said the band was quite small in 
the beginning and he had to fill in some 
spots with his high school students, but 
more adults started to attend rehearsals 
and the first concerts took place at Carver 
Park (also called the East End Park next to 
the Brooks Rupture Appliance Building). 
John did everything in the beginning. He 
put the music in each musician folder and 
conducted all rehearsals and concerts. 
John left Marshall to teach at Manchester 
College in Indiana in 1984.

David Conklin
I joined the band in 1985, the same year I 

transferred from my 7th grade science and 
math teaching position at Marshall Middle 
School to math at Marshall High School. 
Like John Beery, David Conklin did 
everything in preparation for the concerts 

Band, continued on page 8

Marshall Rotary Band
– How it Started . . . and Some History

The Marshall Rotary Band had been entertaining for 41 years
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By Michael Lounds,
Bogar Theatre Owner

Celebrating 70 years, the Bogar Theatre 
opened in 1939, the year “The Wizard of 
Oz,” “Gone With the Wind” and many 
other great films were released.  The Bogar 
occupies half of the 1838 Palmer Block 
and is the oldest building in the downtown 
in its original location.  Numerous 
merchants occupied the space in its first 
hundred years including several groceries 
and bakeries.

In 1939 William Thick remodeled 
the building into a movie theater, which 
he named for his sons Bob and Garth.  
Ownership passed to the sons and then 
in 1975 to Garth’s son Bill.  My mother, 
Sharon Bates, took over the theater in 
1980.  I managed the theater my senior year 
in high school and while attending college.  
In 1994 I took over the family business 
and split the theatre to accommodate 
two screens.  Other improvements have 

included digital technology, an expanded 
food menu, and an alcohol license.

We thank the community for supporting 
our crowdfunding campaign last year that 
raised $35,000 to update the auditoriums’ 
seating, wall coverings, lighting and 
screens.  The Bogar has been an integral 
part of my life since I was 11 years old.  
I look forward to running the Bogar and 
entertaining the Marshall area for years to 
come.

Bogar Theatre – How it Started

The Bogar Theatre is celebrating 70 years in business.

Marshall’s Premiere Pet Care Facility for
Professional Grooming, Doggie Play Care & More!

(269) 781-2509

13416 Preston Drive, Marshall
www.marshalldoggiespa.com

By Patti Cornwell
In 1943 Wayne Cornwell started raising 

turkeys and selling them wholesale and 
retail from the farm.  Then in the early 1960 
Wayne and Marjorie joined together with 
a group from the church and sold turkey 
sandwiches at the county fair.  By 1968 the 
word was out about how good Marjorie’s 
cooking was, so they decided to open a 
one room eatery, known as Cornwell’s 
Turkeyville.

As the family grew so did the business.  
An Ice Cream Parlor was added and the 
dining area expanded.  In 1984 the Country 
Junction gift shops were added.  More 
than twenty years ago craft shows, flea 
markets and antique shows were added.  
In 1987 a dinner theatre opened making 
Turkeyville a destination for more than 
just a meal.  Other events include a world-
class tractor show and pull and a Civil War 

Reenactment.  A RV camp resort with 127 
spacious sites with all the modern facilities 
was added 8 years ago.  Thank you grandpa 
and grandma Cornwell for having the 
vision.  For more information visit www.
turkeyville.com or visit them on Facebook.

Cornwell’s Turkeyville USA 
– How it Started

Expert Felling • Trimming
Stump Removal

– Free Estimates
– Fully Insured

– Prompt Service
Serving the Historic Marshall

Area since 1978

Joel & Holly Irish
269-781-2462

Beron’s
Tree Service

BATTER
MIX
COMPANY

1631 Pratt Avenue • Marshall, MI 49068
269-781-3911

Manufacturer of various
dry mixes, specializing in

batter mixes, breading mixes,
biscuit, pancake and waffle mixes.

Celebrating over 80 years
in business.

Marshall Rotary Club thanks
Drake's Batter Mix Company for their

generous donation to the Rotary Fish Fry!

The National House Inn
Barbara Bradley, Innkeeper

102 S. Parkview, Marshall, MI  49068
(269)781-7374

frontdesk@www.nationalhouse.com
www.nationalhouseinn.com

Distinctive Overnight Accommodation in
Michigan's Oldest Operating Inn
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NANCY STULBERG

2016 BCAAR Realtor of the Year
ABR, SRES Realtor

(269)274-2574 Mobile
nancy.stulberg@gmail.com

Professional, Committed, & Loyal

IF BUYING or SELLING A HOME
I'd Love to be of assistance

By Jeff Greene, Rotarian
Parking lots and parking meters have 

been a hot topic for discussion and debate 
in Marshall for many, many years.  When 
our business district was getting its fi rst 
blacktop paving in 1936, the subject of 
parking meters was brought up, but was 
summarily dismissed as being not needed 
for a town of our size.  By the early 1940’s, 
metering was becoming a popular source 
of traffi c control and revenue in many 
cities.     

To provide some needed additional 
parking, in the spring of 1946 a large 
parking lot was constructed at the corner 
of Jefferson and Mansion, across from the 
Trinity Church.  After much controversy 
and discussion parking meters for 

Michigan Avenue were approve by the 
City Commission in 1947.  This action by 
the city riled up the Marshall Merchants 
Association, a subset of the Chamber of 
Commerce.  The pros and cons and public 
debate went on during most of 1948.  
A compromise was fl oated that meters 
be tried for one year only and could be 
removed by a vote of the people.

In September of 1950, the planning 
commission unanimously endorsed 
including parking meters as a ballot 
issue in that November’s election.  The 
Merchants Association immediately went 
to work in opposition and circulated a 
petition to keep it off the ballot.  They 
garnered 685 signatures, but Mayor Lewis 
Storr went on the offensive and explained 
at public meetings that there was no option 
to purchase public parking lots without 
income from the meters.  And everyone 
wanted more parking lots.

So back and forth it went in the papers 
and on the streets.  Emotions ran high and 
voter registration set a record for an off-
year election.  On the evening before the 
vote, the opposition ran a full-page ad in 
the Chronicle which listed the names of 
110 of our prominent citizens who were 
against meters.

There were several other Michigan 
issues on the ballot that year, and the other 
one that generated an enormous amount 
of interest had to do with whether or not 
to allow makers of oleomargarine to add 
yellow coloration.  Well, the Marshall 
parking meters went down to defeat by 
1068 to 861, but yellow margarine was 
highly approved.

In early December, 1950, a large public 
meeting was held in the Town Hall.  The 
City Planning consultant proceeded to 
make the case for parallel parking as well 
as meters downtown and the opposing 
parties in attendance became agitated to 
the point that physical altercations broke 
out   The meeting was then cut short and 
another meeting was scheduled for January 
with the hope of getting the issue on the 

ballot in April of 1951.
As the new year of 1951 began, the City 

Planning Commission recommended the 
creation of fi ve more lots for parking on 
Green and Mansion streets and meters.  A 
proposed bond issue was placed on the 
August ballot providing for $200,000 to 
widen Green and Mansion streets from 
Kalamazoo Ave. to High St., as well as 
intersecting cross streets.  The issue was 
soundly defeated by a margin of nine-to-
one.  The city swallowed hard and later 
conceded that no action on metering 
would be forthcoming unless and until the 
merchants themselves requested it.

In the spring of 1952, the tide began to 
turn.  Merchants began to hear that traffi c 
and parking was so bad downtown that 
shoppers would rather go out of town 
where they had meters and parking.  A 
majority now wanted meters in Marshall.  
The commissioners quickly assembled 

and sought bids on meters, although angle 
parking was not addressed.  Dual Parking 
Meters of Canton, OH won the contract for 
217 meters at $69.50 each, installed.  This 
was for a one- year trial on Michigan Ave. 
only.  By the middle of July 1952, the city 
was collecting lots of pennies, nickels and 
dimes from its shoppers. 

Over the next couple of years, several 
houses were moved to provide parking 
lots on both Green and Mansion Streets.  
At long last, the new lots were created, 
paved and metered.  The fi nal hurdle was 
to formally accept parallel parking in 
downtown Marshall.  The State pointed 
out that 90% of Marshall’s traffi c mishaps 
occur on Michigan Ave. and that 80% of 
those were related to angle parking.  On 
Feb. 5, 1957 the Chronicle’s headline read, 
“Parallel Parking Approved”.

Then in 2009 it was decided informally 
that the meters would no longer be 
enforced.  After about three years of locals 
being in the know but visitors still feeding 
the meters, it was agreed to leave the meters 
but cover the coin slots with a courtesy 
plaque.  Then in June of 2016 under Mayor 
Reed it was decided to physically remove 
the meters after 64 years of being part of 
the street landscape.  The meter heads were 
sold for $5 each as collectibles and there 
were so many requests a waiting list was 
created with a limit of one per customer.

Downtown Parking Meters – How We Got Them

For 64 years parking meters 
adorned our downtown streets 

and parking lots.  Read about the 
heated discussion and controversy 

surrounding the installation and 
removal of the meters.

27343AD  R4-19
“World’s Most Ethical Companies” and “Ethisphere” names and marks are registered trademarks of Ethisphere LLC. 
For details, visit Ethisphere.com.

Thrivent Named One of the“World’s Most Ethical Companies”
For the eighth straight year, Ethisphere Institute has recognized 
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members, and helping them on their wise with money journey. 
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Financial Associate
16519 F Dr N
Marshall, MI 49068
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A sports bar. Not a gym.
11am-Midnight everyday
133 W. Michigan Ave, Marshall MI
269-558-8222

at first, but things were getting a little more 
complicated. Bill and Jim Gray also joined 
the band in 1985 and they helped David 
with some of the administrative aspects of 
the organization, especially recruitment. 
The addition of some of the very best 
local musicians significantly improved the 
band concerts: Dick Day, Doc Busch, Bob 
Harrison, Barb Neller, Tom Adrianson, 
Art Gorman, and others. There were 
several additions to the production: more 
experienced players, an announcer, Band 
Board of Directors, a portable band shell, 
program bulletins, and special performers 
(soloist, duets, and trios) out front. Bill 
Gray was president of the band and Band 
Board of Directors. Concerts were mostly 
at Cronin Park (That’s what they call 
the playground behind Marshall Middle 
School.) Rotarian, Eric Sullivan, provided 
the Rotary’s portable speaker system for 
each concert, and Morris Stulberg was the 
official announcer for the concerts. I took 
a serious interest in computerized music 

notation in 1993, and I was a member 
of the Band Board of Directors. I helped 
Dave with the program bulletins and the 
featured groups and obtaining that music.  
Dave was in Marshall for 12 years, before 
he moved to Gettysburg in 1996. Duane 
Sitkiewicz was Dave’s replacement, and 
he conducted Marshall Community Band 
for one summer season (1997) with the 
behind-the-scenes help of the Band Board.

Hodgepodge 
From 1996 to 2003, there was no long-

term band teacher at Marshall Public 
Schools. Starting in 1998, Marshall 
Community Band used several guest 
conductors including Ross VanNess, 
Ken Bauman, Phil Clissold, Ed Zentera, 
David Conklin, John Madden, David 
Larzelere, Dick Day, Dan Phillips, John 
Beery, Jeremy Root, Alison Shaw, Marty 
Erickson, and Christien Rupp.  Of all the 
guest conductors, Ed Zentera has the most 
appearances (33). The work of concert 

preparation was no longer the responsibility 
of the conductor. I had learned the details 
of concert production, and the work 
included everything except conducting. 
That included band music research, music 
selection, musician communication, 
musician folders, advertising, program 
bulletins, announcer scripts, band shell 
operation, special concert arrangements, 
website, and finances. I became president 
of Marshall Community Band in 2001, 
when I retired from teaching math at 
Marshall High School. I was happy to 
have any responsibilities in my retirement, 
especially musical. 

Band Shell
Informal discussions about building 

a permanent band shell somewhere in 
Marshall had occurred among Marshall 
Community Band musicians and patrons 
for several years. Frances Stuart, a retired 
vocal performer and concert patron, 
suggested the idea of building a band shell 

at Stuart’s Landing. She left $25,000 to be 
used for a band shell project in Marshall. 
A band shell feasibility committee was 
formed and led by then City Manager, 
Maurice Evans. The other permanent 
committee members were Tom Tarkiewicz 
(City Supervisor of Infrastructure), Mark 
Stuart (Marshall Community Foundation 
Board and family representative), Tom 
Franke (Marshall Community Foundation 
Board), and me (President of Marshall 
Community Band). The City Council 
approved the concept, and the feasibility 
committee believed that it might be 
possible to fund the balance through local 
foundations.

Several existing band shell designs 
were researched in 2003 with input 
from Marshall Community Band Board 
members. They were Monica Marshell, 
John Carroll, Bill Gray, Gary Tallenger, 
Jim Gray, Dick Day, and me. The general 
characteristics of the Frances Stevens Stuart 
Band Shell emerged from that input. Tom 
Johnson, a certified engineer, transformed 
the list of desired characteristics and rough 
sketches into actual blueprints. I became 
the Project Manager, and I gathered bids 
from local businesses for the various 
stages of construction.  It was determined 
that a moderately sized band shell could be 
constructed for about $90,000. It was built 
in the spring of 2004 using money from 
Frances Stevens Stuart, Marshall Rotary 
Club and Foundation, Cronin Foundation, 
and Marshall Community Foundation. 
The first concert of the 2004 season was 
presented there.

Planning Ahead
For several years in a row, Jim Gray (still 

a Band Board member) asked me if I was 
tired of getting the band ready each season. 
“Not yet.” has always been my reply. 
However, it is time to look to the future, 
and put some of the responsibility back 
in the hands of school band directors. We 
have two non-temporary and younger band 
educators working for Marshall Public 
Schools. Jeremy Root is in his 17th year, 
and Amanda Burdette is in her 6th year. 
They have both participated as conductors 
and players in Marshall Rotary Band. Both 
are knowledgeable of band literature and 
well-known to the core musicians. They 
accepted gracefully, when I asked them if 
they would take over some of the work. 
Jeremy helped with the selection of the 
band music from this past summer, and 
Amanda was in charge of musician music 
folders and the rehearsal facility. Amanda 
was at every rehearsal and played principal 
French horn at every concert. The same 
tasks covered by Amanda and Jeremy this 
past summer are the same ones that the 
Rotary Club asked of John Beery in 1979. 

The Band Board and President are still in 
charge and responsible for everything else 
including band policies, scheduling, some 
music selection, band shell, and guest 
conductors. The Band Board of Directors 
has an official meeting in February of each 
year to discuss matters and put the official 
stamp of approval on the summer plans. 
Members of the Band Board are long-time 
players with much musical experience.

Band, continued on page 10

Trombonist Dennis Smith joined the 
band and the board in 1985.

Dennis is Board President and 
General Manager.

John Carroll and others helped
get the Community Band

established in 1997.

Marshall Band Teacher John Beery 
helped get the band started and

was the first conductor.

David Conklin returned to Marshall 
this past summer to conduct the

4th of July concert.

Band, from page 5
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Todd & Barbara Hazel 
21564 F Drive South 
Marshall, MI 49068 
(269)967-5897 
ToddBarb@hazelfamilyfarm.com 
www.hazelfamilyfarm.com 

@hazelfamilyfarm 

100% Grass Fed Beef 
Pasture Raised Pork & Chicken 

 

Dan & Deb Marsh 517-425-7049 
10240 Youngs Rd., Quincy, MI 49082 

www.greenergrassfarms.com 

THE BERRY PATCH 
Homemade Jams & Jellies 

(Licensed Kitchen) 
 

Owner Jo Miller 
1076 Quincy Grange Rd. Quincy, MI 49082 

Cell: (517)617-5925 

 

Brenda & Rachel Wineman 

The Perennial Connection 
Garden Center 

1362 Gibbs Rd. Albion MI 
517-740-8862 

Didik Soekarmoen 

Artisan Baker 
Home Made—Freshly Baked 

No Preservatives 
Scotts, MI  

269-377-0472 

Nottawa Crossing Farms 
LOCAL FARM FRESH 

See you at the winter market!  

Greg Karns 
269-967-3269 
gkarns7@aol.com 

My Brother’s Farm 

The Farm in South Haven 

269-781-4676 

www.overhiserorchards.com 

Breads—Cookies—Fried Pies 
Free Range Eggs—Fresh Creamy Butter 

Eicher’s Family Bakery 

53405 Correll Rd., Leonidas, MI 49066 
269-496-8438 

Marshall Area Farmers Market 
Vendors and Volunteers Needed 

269-274-2139  pam.mafm@gmail.com 

(EXCEPT NOVEMBER 30th & DECEMBER 28th)
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Jackson & Jackson llc
Accounting & Law Offi ces

311 East Mansion Street
Marshall, Michigan 49068

269.781.5126 • Fax 269.781.2855

Doug Jackson, Chad Jackson,
Mark Jackson, Annette Taylor,

Sandee Jackson, Julie Swafford,
Glenda Jackson, and

Deb Deveney

210 West Michigan Avenue
Marshall, MI 49068
(269) 967-3321 Cell
(269) 781-9847 Offi ce
matt@realestateone.net
www.mattdavis.realestateone.com

Matthew Davis
Broker/Owner | REALTOR®

Dr. David 
Heidenreich, 

DDS

105 West Green St.
Marshall, MI 49068

(269) 781-7997

Band, from page 8

Old-Timers
There are now only three current Mar-

shal Rotary Band players that were in the 
original band in 1979: John and Monica 
Marshell and Phil Mershon. John Marshell 
is still the principal trumpet player of the 
band and almost as good as he was when 
he was 30. Monica is an excellent clarinet 
player and a Band Board member, and Phil 
plays accessory percussion (bass drum, 
cymbals, triangle, etc.) Ken Reddick (an-
other trumpet player) has been playing 
since the band’s 2nd year in 1980, but he 
decided this year that 39 years is enough. 
George Pendill was also in John Beery’s 
band in 1980. George, still one of our fan-
tastic clarinet soloists, is also a member of 
the Marshall Rotary Band Board of Direc-
tors.

Many thanks to the old-timers I had to 
bother to write this article. I tried to back 

up this article with documentation wher-
ever possible, because memory is tricky 
business.

Notes: John Beery and Margaret Beery 
now live in Interlochen (Michigan).  John 
Carroll passed away at the age of 72 in 
2016.  Dave Conklin and Pat Conklin live 
in Gettysburg (Pennsylvania), and Dave 
still travels to Marshall to conduct Mar-
shall Rotary Band for the annual Indepen-
dence Day concert at Brooks Fountain.

Rotary Band Members Share
Remembering Morris Stulberg
By John Marshell

Morris Stulberg was a member of the 
Rotary Club for 58 years, and a faithful 
supporter of the Marshall Rotary Band.  
He was master of ceremonies for the band 
for 30 years.  Morris graduated from Mar-
shall High School in 1940.  While attend-
ing Marshall Schools he studied music 
and learned to play the cornet. I heard that 
Morris wanted to sell his cornet. I called 
him and arranged to purchase his cornet. It 
was in very good condition.  It was made 
by the Conn Company in Elkhart Indiana.  
The serial number dated the instrument as 
being made in 1935.  On June 17, 2009, I 
used Morris’s cornet, to play a solo entitled 
“A Trumpeter’s Lullaby” with the Rotary 
Band.  I dedicated it to Morris, who was in 
attendance at the concert.  The master of 
ceremonies for this concert was Morris’s 
son Dan. 

By Mark Stuart
In August, 1990, Frances Stevens Stu-

art purchased land on the South shore of 
the Kalamazoo River to establish a park in 
honor of her late husband, Alfred P. Stuart.  
Alfred was an avid fi sherman throughout 
his life and had taken many largemouth 
bass from the Kalamazoo River.  After 
purchasing the property, Frances had the 
land cleared of junk and debris, remnants 
of when the site was a city dump. Next she   
contacted a landscape architect to have the 
property, developed as a city park, includ-
ing a canoe landing and pavilion. 

A year later, Frances deeded the parcel she 
was developing to the city of Marshall now 
known as Stuart’s Landing.  Frances had a 
lifelong interest in music and a professional 
singing career nationally during the 1930’s 
and 40’s as a Jazz and Blues singer with 
such well-known jazz icons as Red Nichols, 
Jack Teagarten, and the Dorsey Brothers.  
She also sang in Broadway musicals.  

In the late 1930’s, Frances sang with 
Henry Thesis’ Orchestra in Detroit at the 
Oriole Terrace.  At the same time, Alfred 
was a Law student at the University of 
Michigan.  He has told his family that he 
was so impressed by the talent of the “Bar-
oness of the Blues,” aka Frances Stevens, 
that he would cut classes to hear her sing in 
Detroit.  Thirty years later, when both Fran-
ces and Alfred were widowed, they were 
introduced in Chicago.  They soon married 
and Alfred brought Frances to Marshall. 

 Frances very much enjoyed hearing the 
Marshall Rotary Band perform.  One time, 
after a performance at Stuart’s Landing, 
Frances and band members decided that 
a band shell was imperative to make the 
Landing the new concert site.  Frances 
and Rotary Band members surveyed the 
landscape for likely locations for the band 
shell.  The present location was Frances’ 
preference, based on her experiences in 
outdoor performances.  Its development 
became a combined effort of Frances, Cro-
nin Foundation, The Rotary Club and the 

Rotary Foundation, and the Marshall Com-
munity Foundation.

By Phil Mershon
I have been a member of the Marshall 

Rotary Band since it began 41 years ago 
as non-professional musician.  I have thor-
oughly enjoyed the opportunity to renew 
my percussion performance since my high 
school band days 20-some years before the 
Rotary Band was organized.  Some of the 
music that we have played in Rotary Band 
brought back memories of my high school 
days when we played them, especially the 
marches.  Some of the music has been a 
real challenge, providing me with a con-
tinuing learning experience.  The members 
of the bend, especially those with whom I 
have shared the percussion section, have 
been very pleasant to work with.  It has 
been enjoyable to work with a variety of 
directors, each of whom has his or her own 
style.  I especially enjoy having an old 
friend, Dave Conklin, return every year for 
the Fourth of July concert.  Thanks to the 
Marshall Rotary Club for making this op-
portunity available to us.

By Ed Zentera
The dedication of the band members is 

amazing.  The time and evenings they give 
up in the summer is greatly appreciated 
by all.  They work hard in rehearsal…new 
music every week.  Yes, we have some 
fun, but the musicians focus and work 
hard when necessary.  As a conductor, I 
love the “banter” with the announcer.  And 
I love relating to our audiences…I arrive 
early for concerts just to be able to walk 
around and chit chat with them.  Fun, re-
lationships, friendships, positive atmo-
sphere, teamwork, outdoor music in the 
summer…what more could one ask for in 
this busy crazy world.  And to think all of 
this is made possible by the Marshall Ro-
tary Club…What an amazing tradition and 
addition to the Marshall community.  It is a 
great American story and tradition…

BAND BOARD (2019)
Member Instrument Mail Joined MRB Band Board
Monica Marshell clarinet Marshall 1979 1985
Jim Gray bass clarinet Marshall 1984 1985
George Pendill clarinet Battle Creek 1980 2006
Mark Stuart percussion Battle Creek 1995 2006
Cindi Klingel bells and 

xylophone
Marshall 1988 2015

Brian Hice tuba Marshall 1984 2015
Dennis Smith trombone Marshall 1985         1985

DOUGLAS
VANDERMEULEN

D.a.

Emily Gallagher D.D.S.

207 WINSTON DR.
MARSHALL, MI 49068

(269) 781-6300
Office Hours

By Appointment
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By Dan Stulberg, Rotarian
Writer’s Note: The following story 

is a condensed version of a wonderful 
chronicling of Oaklawn Hospital’s history, 
written by Harold C. Brooks for the 1953 
edition of the Marshall Rotary Fountain. 
Mr. Brooks was Marshall’s Mayor from 
1925-1931. He guided his family’s 
Brooks Rupture Appliance business to 
international success and spearheaded 
many civic undertakings. A scholar on 
Marshall history, he is remembered as 
Marshall’s greatest preservationist and 
philanthropist and one of the key players 
in the development of Oaklawn Hospital.

Sidney Ketchum, who founded Marshall 
in 1830, did not play a formal role in the 
establishment of Marshall’s first hospital, 
however his former residence did. In 
1837 he erected the first brick residence 
in the county, an imposing, beautiful 
structure nestled amongst a grove of 
beautiful white oak trees. It was because 
of “Ketchum’s Mansion” that the hitherto 
unnamed country lane that the residence 
faced officially became known as Mansion 
Street. 

Mr. Ketchum’s lofty financial status 
faltered with the failure of the Calhoun 
County Bank that he’d established. A 
group of Marshall men purchased the 
Ketchum property in 1855 to establish 
a girls school, naming it “Young Ladies’ 
Institute.” The school drew students from 
a dozen Michigan towns and states as far 
away as New York and Massachusetts, 
and the three-story residence served as 
the school’s dormitory. It’s October 1855 
enrollment of 100 students grew to 127 
the following year and 132 in 1857, but 
having failed to qualify for state aid, the 
financially struggling institution closed its 
doors after three years. 

Charles P. Dibble, one of the school’s 
founding trustees, acquired the property in 
1860. He remodeled the exterior, adding 
elaborate scroll work under the eaves 
and a large porch to the south. It became 
known as “the Dibble Place,” but its owner 
referred to it as “Oaklawn.”

Mr. Dibble, who operated a large and 
successful general store trade in what later 
became the Brooks Appliance Building 
and now houses Oaklawn Dialysis, died 
in 1884, leaving the residence to his son 
William J. Dibble. 

The first movement toward a Marshall 
hospital originated with the passing of a 
highly respected citizen named Charles 
Pratt Brown, who lived at the northwest 
corner of High and Prospect streets. Mr. 
Brown died in 1910 and left his entire 

estate to the city of Marshall to be used for 
benevolent purposes. His home was to be 
used as a hospital and his other properties 
and money were to form an endowment 
fund whereby the income from the 
endowment could be used for hospital 
purposes. 

Further terms of the will stipulated 
that the hospital be managed by a board 
consisting of women representing 
various Marshall churches and charitable 
organizations. On June 19, 1912, a 
meeting of citizens, chaired by William 
Dibble, met to consider the acceptance of 
the bequest, and following a successful 
motion to accept the bequest, a committee 
of six women were nominated to draft 
Articles of Association. At subsequent 
meetings, by-laws were adapted and it was 
resolved that the name of the organization 
would henceforth be called “The Ella E. 
M. Brown Charitable Circle,” in memory 
of Mrs. Charles P. Brown, wife of the 
hospital’s benefactor. 

There were long legal processes in the 
settlement of the Brown estate and the 
entire legacy, consisting of the Brown 
home and about $37,000, was not available 
until 1918. Over the course of all this time, 
the Brown residence had deteriorated and 
its size and physical arrangement posed 
problems that made it unsuitable for use 
as a hospital. Many years later it would 
become housing for hospital nurses. In 
1921 the Board of Trustees discussed the 
possibilities of raising money for a hospital 
by appeal for public subscriptions. William 
Dibble, president of the Commercial 
Savings Bank and a friend and neighbor of 
Charles Brown, enthusiastically supported 
the Board’s plan and pledged $5000. 

A capital fund campaign to raise $65,000 
was begun and carried out from 1923 to 
1924, but only reached about $45,000. 
William Dibble died in 1923, followed 
by his wife’s death in 1924, leaving the 
property in the hands of their son, Charles 
L. Dibble, a Kalamazoo attorney. Wishing 
to see his father’s commitment to a 
Marshall hospital realized, Charles offered 
to donate the house if enough funds were 
raised to convert the home to a modern 
hospital. The Trustees accepted the 
property at a special ceremony November 
11, 1924 and continued to raise funds and 
make renovations into the following year. 

Oaklawn, continued on page 25

How it began: Oaklawn Hospital

This house was built by Sidney Ketchum in 1837.  Charles P. Dibble
acquired the property in 1860 and did extensive remodeling.  On July 25, 1925, 

the former Dibble residence officially became a “modern” 12-bed
medical facility named Oaklawn Hospital.

The Charles P. Brown house was donated to the City to be used for
hospital purposes.  It did serve as the nurses house for several years

but was never a hospital.

This is the current 94-bed Oaklawn Hospital complex located on the former 
Ketchum/Dibble property.  Note panoramic view distorts the building.

Investment opportunities include non deposit investments which are:
Not FDIC Insured      Not Bank Guaranteed      May Lose Value

Randy TeegaRdin, CFP.®

CeRTiFied

FinanCial PlanneR

269-558-0994
124 West Michigan Avenue

Marshall, MI 49068

18935 15-1/2 Mile Rd. | 269-781-4293
Restaurant, Professional Dinner Theatre,

Fudge Shoppe, Old-Fashioned Ice Cream Parlour,
Gift Shoppes, Special Events all year long.

Camp Turkeyville RV Resort.

MICHAEL DARLING
Customer Service / Owner

269 781-7921

855 W. Michigan Ave.
Marshall, MI 49068

Sharpening Service

Stihl Equipment

Craftsman Tools

Weber & Traeger Grills

Yeti Coolers

Lawn & Garden Center
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Eastend Studio & Gallery and its Wagner Building
By Jay Larson, Rotarian

Eastend Studio & Gallery, a non-prof-
it organization dedicated to the visual 
art, was formed in 2006 by local artists 
and community leaders under the name 
of Greenstreet Arts.  At that time, this 
art group rented the Masonic Temple on 
Green Street and established a coopera-
tive gallery and began offering art classes 
and programs.  Within a couple years, this 
group moved to a new location currently 
occupied by Amazing Grace Antiques and 
offi cially changed its name to Eastend Stu-
dio & Gallery.  In a relatively short time, 
this group moved again to the location cur-
rently occupied by BluFish Consulting.

In 2011, the lease and rent were up; and 
the group decided to start looking for an-
other larger location.  The Cronin Building 
was not available due to legal entangle-
ments and this made the Wagner Building 
the only other acceptable choice in down-
town Marshall.  This building had been ef-
fectively vacant since Darling and Daugh-
ter V&S Variety Store had closed in 2008 
and was owned by the Darling family.  The 
Darling’s wanted to sell the building and 
would give Eastend a land contract to pur-
chase such that it would cost roughly the 
same as its former location.

Darling’s had made considerable im-
provements in the Wagner building during 
it occupation by Darling and Daughter but 
its roof and walls had sustained severe wa-
ter damage since 2008.  The fi rst thing the 
Eastend Board did was to ask the Marshall 
Rotary Foundation for a grant that was 
used to repair the roof.  The board mem-
bers also immediately went to work to 
renovate the gallery so that gallery space 
could be cost effectively offered to local 
artists to sell their goods.  The 1300 sq. 
ft. gallery opened for business in May of 
2012 and had twice the space of Eastend’s 
former location all thanks to Marshall vol-
unteers/donors and materials donated by 
local businesses.

In 2013, the Eastend Board focused on 
renovating the lower level of the Wagner 
Building.   Eastend received a National 
Trust for Historic Preservation grant al-
lowing the hiring of Randy Case, a well-
known architect who specializes in restor-
ing historic structures.  This area had up 
to 3” of water on the fl oor and was par-
ticularly in poor shape in the rooms under 
the Michigan Avenue sidewalk.  After con-
siderable demolition and renovation, this 
level became the main classroom, board 
room area, and framing shop managed by 
Deborah Zeller.  The Community Founda-
tion Alliance for Calhoun County, Calhoun 
Arts Council and the Marshall Community 
Foundation gave generous grants allow-
ing Eastend to begin offering a variety of 
art classes including photography, stained 
glass, fused glass, graphic arts as well as 

other traditional art offerings.
The Wagner Building was designed by 

John Van Osdel, Chicago’s fi rst famous 
architect, and built by Martin Wagner in 
1870 for a cost of $20,000.  The façade of 
this elegant 2nd Empire-style building is 
composed of French plate glass windows 
on the second and third fl oor; a Mansard 
roof, Greco-Roman limestone columns, 
sculptures & facings and a galvanized met-
al cresting.  Its fi rst fl oor was used for retail 
businesses, Captain Wagner had his patent 
& legal fi rm on the second fl oor and the 
third fl oor became the main dance hall for 
Marshall.  This dance hall had over 2400 
sq. ft. of fl oor space with 22’ ceiling and 
6 immense gas chandeliers and many side 
wall gaslight sconces.  Around the turn of 
the century several third-fl oor dance hall 
fi res resulted in many casualties and in 
1903, the federal government outlawed the 
use of such facilities.  The loss of dance 
hall revenue plus a severe recession result-
ed in the bankruptcy of the Wagner Build-
ing.  It was stripped of much of its interior 
hardware and doors and sold for $6000 to 
the Dibble family who owned and leased 
the building until 1976 when it was sold 
to the city of a dollar.  During this period, 
the lower level and fi rst fl oor were used for 
retail, the second fl oor was used for stor-
age and the third-fl oor ballroom remained 
unused to the present day.

In the 1970’s, the Downtown Develop-
ment Authority spent $60,000 to remove 
much of the inside of the second and third 
fl oor interior walls as well as some of the 
Ballroom fl oor in order to brick the wall 
area such that the limestone façade could 
be better anchored to the building.  It is be-
lieved that this act saved this façade from 
falling off the building which would have 
resulted in the loss of one of Marshall’s 
treasures.

In 2014-15, the Marshall Rotary Foun-
dation and the Marshall Community Cred-
it Union donated funds to plaster much of 
the second-fl oor ceilings and the ballroom 
north and south walls as well as its bad-
ly deteriorated ceiling.  The ballroom has 
three-foot plaster cornices around its en-
tire ceiling perimeter and volunteers made 
and glued high-density foam replacements 
were needed.  The ballroom wallpaper was 
removed, and the walls were re-plastered 
including thousands of pellet gun holes.

During 2016-17, staircases were con-
structed from the fi rst to second fl oors and 
the second to third fl oors with a grant from 
the Cronin Foundation which paid for ma-
terials. New bathrooms were added to the 
fi rst fl oor and the second fl oor as well as an 
artist studio, a ceramic workshop and the 
Bloomsbury Room which is now our main 
art classroom.  Furnaces, air conditioners, 
electric wiring and plumbing were also in-
stalled on the second fl oor.  Most of this was all accomplished with volunteer labor 

with the electric, plumbing and mechani-
cal work primarily funded by grants from 
the Marshall Community Foundation, the 
Michigan Council for the Arts and Cultur-
al Affairs, the Marshall Rotary Foundation 
and the Cronin Foundation as well as con-
siderable donations of material goods from 
our local businesses such as the Kitchen 
Outlet, Darling Ace Hardware, etc. 

The current Eastend focus is to complete 
the restoration of the Ballroom as well as 
to rebuild our south extension which will 
include a new stairwell and an elevator that 
are mandatory to meet ADA requirements.  
The Ballroom has been wall papered with 
a sliver leaf on a light green background.  
The ballroom has been fi tted with four 
large 2nd empire-style chandeliers.  Bath-
rooms have been installed and new maple 
fl ooring is in place in the foyer and grand 

stairwell.  The hundred-year maple Ball-
room fl oor has been machine sanded and 
polyurethane-d for the fi rst time.  A ca-
tering room is being constructed so that 
receptions, dinners and weddings can be 
performed in the ballroom.  Most of the 
funding for these activities was done by 
grants from the National Trust for Historic 
Preservation and Consumers Energy Foun-
dation.  All this is expected to be accom-
plished in 2020 which will be the 150 anni-
versary of this beautiful building including 
cleaning and restoring our Michigan Ave-
nue façade.  Eastend truly appreciates all 
the past and future support especially for 
completing our much-needed elevator. 

John Kelly, President/General Manager
Offi ce: 269-781-3945
Cell: 269-420-8154
john.k@legglumber.com

Tina Currier, Kitchen and Bath Designer
Offi ce: 269-781-4204

Cell: 269-245-7756
designtec.tina@gmail.com

J & L Manufacturing
 As a proud member of Marshall‛s industrial family,

we support and applaud the service and
charitable contributions that the

Rotary Club gives to our community.

Jim & Laura Dominique

The 2nd Empire-style 1870 Wagner Building is home for
Eastend Studio and Gallery.

The Wagner Building third fl oor Ballroom is being restored for events, 
receptions, dinners and weddings.

112 S. Fountain St.
Marshall, MI 49068

Phone (269) 558-8122
www.newhorizonmi.com

DESIGN/BUILD • LAWN MAINTENANCE
Drew Larson

General Manager

Quality Inn
204 Winston Drive • Marshall, Michigan 49068

Direct 269)789-7890 • Fax 269)789-7891
GM.MI307@choicehotels.com

Choicehotels.com
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Above & Beyond.

Oaklawn Hospice
13444 Preston Dr., Marshall
(269) 789-3939
oaklawnhospital.org/hospice

Top 5% in the Nation
for hospice care.

Brooks Memorial Fountain 
– How it Got There

Photograph by Paul Davis
Brooks Memorial Fountain was given to the City of Marshall by Harold Brooks 

in 1930 in memory of his father and to celebrate Marshall’s centennial.

By Lee Thornton, Rotarian
Harold C. Brooks was the Mayor of 

Marshall from 1925 to 1930. It was the 
most intense period of beautifi cation in the 
history of our community. First, Brooks 
gave the city a sizable piece of his farm 
on the south side of town for one of the 
fi rst municipal airports in the state. He 
then engineered the approval by the State 
Historical Society for the recognition of 
Marshall as the site of the founding of 
the state’s educational system by John D. 
Pierce and Isaac Crary. 

Next he solved the problem of the lack 
of a city hall by getting the city to purchase 
an old stone livery stable across the street 
from what had become a vacant lot after 
the county government moved the court 
house to Green Street in the 1860s. The 
stone barn, which had long been in bad 
repair, now became an example of what 
a community could do to beautify and 
enhance its’ downtown. 

From 1925 to 1931 Brooks served as 
mayor. In 1930 with his term ending he 
planned a fi tting exit from public offi ce.  
He would build on the long vacant court 
house square across from the new town 
hall a monument in memory of his father. 
Brooks paid for the construction of a 
Greco-Roman temple that would be used 

as a fountain. He had probably seen the 
original on the grounds of Versailles Palace 
on one of his trips to Europe.  The Temple 
of Love at Versailles Palace has a discrete 
statue of Cupid as a young man making his 
bow of love. There is no fountain in the 
original.

Brooks planned the fountain with a 
permanent light show to honor his father. 
It was his gift to the city that was his home.  
As the Mayor of Marshall, Brooks paid for 
the fountain and gave it to the people of 
the city at the 1930 Fourth of July Grand 
Homecoming centennial celebration.  It 
was estimated that nearly 70,000 people 
came to the city for that party and parade.

Harold Brooks, a 1924 charter Rotarian, 
was involved all over town from the 1920s 
through the Seventies.  He protected more 
than a dozen key buildings by buying 
them and spent his own money to further 
improve the town.   We can thanks Brooks 
for the Fountain, Post Offi ce, Town 
Hall, Stage Coach Inn, Honolulu House, 
Franke Center (former Brooks Memorial 
Methodist Church), VFW, Airport, 
Michigan Bell Building, and new housing 
built by him.  He was also an avid gardener 
and advocate for public street trees.

THE FRANKE CENTER

FRANKECENTERFORTHEARTS.ORG
BOX OFFICE: 269.781.0001

214 EAST MANSION STREET | MARSHALL, MICHIGAN

INTIMATE VENUE  | ULTIMATE EXPERIENCE

DEC. 28            LAITH AL-SAADI  |  BLUES/ROCK
JAN. 11            IRISH PUB NIGHT  |  KENNEDY’S KITCHEN
JAN. 25            WOLF TREE FILM FESTIVAL
FEB. 01            WAYNE BAKER BROOKS | THE FAT AMINALS  |  WINTER BLUES FEST
FEB. 13-16      FRANKE CENTER CHILDREN’S THEATER  |  FROZEN JR
FEB. 22            FANGS AND TWANG  |  COUNTRY/ROCK
MARCH 28       JOE LOUIS WALKER  |  BLUES SERIES
MARCH 31       FRANKE CENTER CHILRENS THEATER & YOUNG MICHIGAN DANCES
APRIL 18         AN EVENING WITH BEAU HUTCHINGS  |  FRANKE CENTER FUNDRAISER
APRIL 25         RODNEY WHITAKER GROUP  |  JAZZ NIGHT
MAY 01            GILMORE KEYBOARD FESTIVAL YOUNG ARTIST  |  MAXIM LANDO
MAY 02            PETE SEEGER TRIBUTE  |  AMERICAN FOLK
MAY 16            SEA STARS  |  INDIE ROCK
JUNE 04-07     FRANKE CENTER CHILDREN’S THEATER  |  CLUE: ONSTAGE

By Bill Mabin, Rotarian
The Marshall chapter of the Grand 

Army of the Republic constructed this 
building in 1902 as a meeting place for 
Civil War veterans and their sons.  Over 
the decades it has been occupied by a 
variety of community groups and warded 
off several privatization attempts. The 
City of Marshall sold the building to the 
Marshall Historical Society in 1977 for $1.  

The hall now houses the Marshall 

Historical Museum that focuses on telling 
the stories of Marshall.  Near the entrance 
is the Hinkle Automatic Theatre, an early 
1900s marionette show that toured the 
area.  Other displays cover Marshall 
historical events, connections to the Civil 
War and veterans’ activities, products 
made in Marshall, and community life 
in past centuries.  The GAR Hall is also 
the depository for the historical society’s 
archives.

GAR Hall – How it Started

The 1902 Grand Army 
of the Republic Hall
is now the Marshall 
Historical Society’s 
Marshall Historical 
Museum.
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By Beth Martin, Post Master and Rotarian
We’ve been making history and bringing our Marshall Postal Museum to residents and 

visitors from around the world since September of 1987.  The Marshall Post Offi ce was 
on the annual Home Tour of 1987 and visitors enjoyed it so much that they thought it was 
just a Museum, not the working post offi ce for Marshall. 

So with that, Mike Schragg the Postmaster at the time, thought it would be a good time 
to start the collection in the basement of the Marshall Post Offi ce.  Within 2 years he 
had cleaned out and fi lled 2 rooms and expanded to another room.  Now we have 7 large 
rooms full of Postal artifacts that have been collected from all over the United States.  In 
1998 the Marshall Rotary Club and Community helped fund and build an Annex building 
behind the offi ce to house the 1931 Model A Mail Truck and one of our Mail Buggies 
along with other artifacts.  

This Postal Museum attracts bus tours and many groups that enjoy visiting and touring 
the Marshall area throughout the year.  Since the opening of the Museum it has been on 
the Home Tour yearly and Curator Mike Schragg gives tours at the drop of a hat, taking 
calls from out of town visitors that love to see the History we hold in this small town.  
While this museum is housed within the current Post Offi ce, no Postal Funds are used 
towards the operating of the museum, it is only through donations and volunteers that we 
exist.  If you would like a tour, contact Mike at 269-420-7030.

Postal Museum – 
How it Started

The Schragg Postal Museum features a 1931 Modle A half-ton mail truck and 
the 1905 horse-drawn rural delivery mail buggy in this photo

Thank you Marshall Rotary for supporting our students, sta	 and community.

www.marshall.k12.mi.us

oaklawnhospital.org/express

EXPRESS CARE

Convenient care
when you need

it most.

Albion & Marshall

Open 365 Days A Year
11am - 8pm
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15252 Old US 27 N, Marshall, MI
Order online at www.Hungryhowies.com

or Call 269-781-3555

Elizabeth
1906-1989

Virginia
1904-2002

The Cronin Foundation was 
established in 1989 after Elizabeth 
Cronin’s passing.  When Virginia 
Cronin died in 2002 her estate also 
passed to this private foundation.  Its 
purpose is to support and expand the 
educational, social, economic, civic, 
and cultural needs of the community 
contained within the Marshall School 
District.  The Marshall area has 
been the beneficiary of the sister’s 
generosity.  From 1990 through 2016 
some $8,551,000 was given in grants. 

The Object of Rotary is to encour-
age and foster the ideal of service as a 
basis of worthy enterprise and, in par-
ticular, to encourage and foster: 

First - The development of acquain-
tance as an opportunity for service;

Second - High ethical standards in 
business and professions, the recogni-
tion of the worthiness of all useful oc-
cupations, and the dignifying of each 
Rotarian’s occupation as an opportunity 
to serve society;

Third - The application of the ideal 
of service in each Rotarian’s personal, 
business, and community life;

Fourth - The advancement of inter-
national understanding, goodwill, and 
peace through a world fellowship of 
business and professional persons unit-
ed in the ideal of service.

The Object
of Rotary

Residentail Commercial Generators
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Marshall       1-888-791-8800       269-781-8221

Crystal Flash

• Complete Gas Safety Check       • Keep Full Service

• 24 Hour Emergency Delivery     • Budget Plan

• Special Discounts Available

Propane and Premium Heating Oil

Welcoming New Patients

Dr. Jeff Fitzmaurice & Dr. Scott Brown
(269) 781-9863

Mary A. Crosby
ASSOCIATE BROKER

105 W. Michigan Ave.
Marshall, MI 49068
Cell: 269-967-8296
Office: 269-789-0140
Fax: 269-789-0161
(email): crosbyma@att.net

A MEMBER OF THE BHHS FRANCHISE SYSTEM, LLC

By Bill Mabin, Rotarian
The creation of the Marshall Historical 

Society was the result of an effort by the 
former Calhoun County Historical Society 
to acquire the Honolulu House.  And the 
Marshall Rotary Club was there to help.

The details are presented in a 1980 
booklet by Anne Ells, who was the long-
time head of the county historical society 
and the founding president of the Marshall 
Historical Society.  The booklet is subtitled 
“How the Honolulu House Was Won.” 

The Marshall-based county historical 
society was founded in 1917 and first was 
housed in the basement of the Marshall 
City Library.  In Mrs. Ells’ words, it had 
a “sporadic existence” that included being 
inactive from 1923 to 1933.  

When the historical society became 
active again, it moved into a second-floor 
room in the newly renovated Marshall 
City Hall and was under the leadership 
of Rotarian Harold Brooks, Marshall’s 
leading citizen of the 1900s.  Brooks 
served as president from 1933 to 1939.  
However, the historical society was in Mrs. 
Ells’ words “shunted none to gently into 
the attic of City Hall” when the second-
floor room was needed for depression-era 
programs.

Mrs. Frank Cargill became president in 
1939 and launched a revival that Mrs. Ells 
said not only stimulated much local interest 
in the work of the society but brought 
statewide recognition.  Mrs. Cargill held 
the presidency until 1947 when Mrs. Ells 
took over.

Mrs. Ells first led an effort to update 
the City Hall room that she noted “had 
suffered much under its war time uses.”  
Historical society meetings were held 
in the city commission chambers but 
were difficult to schedule because city 
government use always had priority.  She 
developed big ambitions for the historical 
society including seeking space outside of 
City Hall.  

Her focus turned to the Honolulu House.  
Mrs. Ells said that for years she had “cast 
eyes at Mrs. Annette Bullard’s house” for 
its location and “its unusual architecture 
that completely intrigued me as it did 
hundreds of others.”

According to Mrs. Ells account, after 
Mrs. Bullard died in 1951 her property was 
to be sold by its inheritors, a Mrs. And Mrs. 
Ott from Buffalo, New York.   “Rumors 
were rife around town that they were most 
anxious to sell and apparently were not too 
concerned as to whom they sold and nor 
to what purpose the house might be used.  
In fact, there was mention that the house 
might even be razed and the property sold 
to an oil company,” Mrs. Ells stated.  At 
that the time, the house was located at the 
busy intersection of U.S. highways 12 and 
27.

“I immediately went to the one person in 
town whom I felt certain shared my concern 
… Harold Brooks,” she added.   After 
many inspections of the home and much 
discussion, she reached an agreement with 
Brooks that he would buy the house, and 
she would try to get county officials to pay 
him back in annual installments.  Brooks 
paid $13,000.

Ells’ pamphlet tells of the “much too 
long and too sad a tale of all the futile 
negotiations” with county officials.  She 
describes the “double cross” by a county 
supervisor from Albion in 1956 or 1957 that 
killed the possibility of county ownership 

of the Honolulu House.  It would sit empty 
until 1961.

For the Michigan Week observance that 
May, Mrs. Ells had convinced Brooks to 
have the Honolulu House open for Heritage 
Day.  More than 2,500 people visited the 
house then.

The success of that event led to a July 
community meeting organized by Mrs. 
Ells to discuss the historical society 
purchasing the Honolulu House.  Eighty-
five people attended.  Brooks first set the 
purchase price at $27,500 but then lowered 
it to $23,000, which he said would barely 
cover the expenses during his ownership.  
But he added a condition that the offer was 
contingent on the historical society ending 
its county identity and changing its name 
to the Marshall Historical Society.  

Rotarian Morris Stulberg volunteered to 
lead the fund-raising that would develop a 
$30,000 goal for the purchase and the start 
of renovations.  Jean and Win Schuler gave 
a kickoff luncheon.  Mrs. Ells approached 
community organizations “with gratifying 
results.”  The Marshall Rotary Club 
headed the list of donors at $4,200 which 
was its entire budget for the year minus 
funds committed for a student exchange 

program. 
A Marshall Historical Society board 

was formed with Mrs. Ells as president 
and Mrs. Winston (Jean) Schuler as vice 
president.  The other board members were 
Mrs. John (Jo) Atley, Mrs. Gilbert (Betty) 
Sherman, James Dies, Hal Minick and 
Clare Welch.

By May 1962, the fund drive seemed 
stalled at $27,500.  A big event was 
planned for Heritage Day that month to 
celebrate the historical society taking 
ownership of the building.  The fund drive 
had avoided approaching local industries 
because they had been “tapped very 
heavily on the recent hospital drive,” Mrs. 
Ells noted.  Local industrialist Ken Ronan 
of the finance committee promised to raise 
the remaining $2,500 and was able to do so 
in one night.  

At least 5,000 people attended the 
Heritage Day event and witnessed the 
transfer of the deed to the new Marshall 
Historical Society.  “At long, long, long 
last Honolulu House was ours to have and 
to hold,” Mrs. Ells declared.

Origin of the Marshall Historical Society
Honolulu House Preserved

Harold Books purchased the Honolulu House in 1951 to prevent
possible demolition.  He sold the house to the newly formed

Marshall Historical Society in 1962.

Anne Ells was the founding president 
of the Marshall Historical Society

and a tireless advocate for preserving 
the Honolulu House.
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Daily Specials:
Monday - Patty Melt    Tuesday - All Beef Hot Dogs
Wednesday - Spicy Chicken Sandwich Thursday - Hot Pepper Cheese Burger
Friday - Chicken Strip Basket  Saturday - Philly Sandwich
Sunday - Tacos!

Family Friendly!
Whether you‛re visiting for good food, friendly service, 

great drinks, or just to catch a game, Mike‛s Place 
is where you want to be!

By Marty Overhiser,
Rotarian and Market Vendor

The sale of fresh farm produce in the 
Marshall area has been going on since the 
beginning of our town.  Before Jeremiah 
Cronin built the building now occupied by 
Grand River Brewery there was a farmers 
market on that site in the 1840s.  But, how 
did the Marshall Area Farmers’ Market, as 
we know it today, get started?

Ann LaPietra (1933 – 2007) aka “The 
Book Lady” was an early champion for 
starting a Farmers’ Market.  The proposal 
was a high priory at the 2007 Marshall 
Area Focus sessions.  Ann operated the 
Kid’s Place Book Store on North Jefferson 
Street for 21 years.  For three or four 
years, before closing the store in 2006, 
she welcomed a handful of vendors to sell 
produce just north of her store.

In 2008 the City Council approval the 
Farmers’ Market use of the City parking 
lot at East Michigan Avenue and South 
Hamilton Street next to the Brooks 
Building.  The market then was Saturday 
mornings May through October.  Sue 
Berger served as the fi rst volunteer market 
manager and then Jane Dadow took on 
the leadership position.  There were no 
expenses and no revenue but also very 
little promoting of the market.

In 2014 Councilwoman Kathy Miller, 
Lynne Meservey, and others encouraged 
the development of a City sponsored 
Farmers’ Market.  Mayor Jim Dyer and 
City Council did then appoint a Farmers’ 
Market Advisory Board to support and 
enhance the market experience.  In 2015 
the market was relocated to the city parking 
lot at 125 West Green Street.  The move 
doubled the market space and increased 
available parking.  Most importantly, it 
gave the Market the ability to provide a 
program that supports the small business 
enterprise of our local farmers and 
growers while providing the community 
with healthy food choices.  The volunteer 
Market Board is committed to recruiting 
new and diverse vendors and raising funds 
for site improvements. 

Lynne Meservey provided great 
leadership as the fi rst paid market manager 
(2015-2017).  Jen Rice was manager 2018 
and 2019.  Pam Wolfersberger is the current 
market manager.  The wonderful vendors 
and numerous volunteers are what make 
the market such a tremendous success. 
The winter market runs from November 
through May on Saturday mornings (9 to 
1:00) at the Fairgrounds Floral Hall.  From 
April through October the market will be 
back on Green Street Saturdays (8-1:00).  
Make the Marshall Area Farmers’ Market 
a part of your Saturday morning routine.

Marshall Area Farmers’ Market – How it Started

We have Lynne Meservey and Kathy Miller to thank for transforming a
start-up market into a larger thriving city run Farmers’ Market.

The winter Farmers’ Market is at the Fairgrounds Floral Hall
Saturdays November through April (9 – 1:00).

HOFFMAN
AG SERVICE LTD

PIONEER
21521 East Michigan Ave.

Marshall, Michigan
781-4352 or 781-2245

Buy Grain, Seed & Fertilizer
SERVICE IS OUR BUSINESS

1-888-289-5676

*PIONEER SEEDS BUYING GRAIN
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MAPLEWOOD OF MARSHALL

MAPLEWOOD has more to offer...
   
   

 269-781-4997

• Competitive Rates
• Licensed Nursing Staff
• Nurse Monitored
• Specialized Diets

• Transportation
• Housekeeping
• Laundry Service
• Beauty Salon

200 Westbrook Ct., Marshall, MI 49068

DR. JOSEPH HIBLER
Family Vision Care

OPTOMETRIST
15865 West Michigan Ave. • Marshall, Mich.

(Next to Kmart)

Phone 269-781-6644

By Jim Cracraft, Rotarian
The remote origins of the Franke 

Center go back to the Methodist church 
that first occupied its building.  A group 
of churchgoers, led by Rotarian Harold 
Brooks, a leading local businessman, 
philanthropist and sometime mayor of the 
city (1925-31), decided to build a new house 
of worship in 1923.  The building opened 
in 1924, and from the outset it also served, 
by design, as a center for civic, social and 
recreational activities.  Brooks’s mother 
contributed substantially to the project 
and the building was named the Brooks 
Memorial Methodist Church in honor of 
her late husband, Charles E. Brooks, a 
longtime leader of the congregation.

By 1970 the congregation, having 
outgrown the Brooks building, moved to its 
newly built, much expanded premises on 
Old 27 North.  Another group of citizens, 
led by another prominent businessman 
and philanthropist, Morris Stulberg, 
proposed to house an amateur theatrical 
society, the Marshall Civic Players, in 
the former church.  Funds were raised to 
buy the building for this purpose and the 
newly named Marshall Civic Center was 
entrusted for its maintenance to the City of 
Marshall, which would make it available 
for use by other community groups as well.  

The Marshall Civic Center was utilized 
in these ways until 1996, when the City 
decided it no longer wanted to maintain the 
building, which needed serious upgrading.  
Once again concerned Marshall citizens, 
led this time by still another local 
philanthropist, Tom Franke, stepped in to 
preserve the building as both a meeting 
place for civic groups and a home for the 
Marshall Civic Players.  The Marshall 

Civic Center Trust (MCCT) was formed 
and the necessary funds were raised to buy 
the building from the City.  And ever since, 
as the “Joyce and Lucy Franke Center for 
the Performing Arts” (its formal name, in 
recognition of the Franke family’s vital 
support), it has pursued its stated mission 
to promote “the cultural, civic and social 
enrichment of the greater Marshall 
community.”

Thanks to the research of Jeff Greene, 
president of the Marshall Rotary 
Foundation, we can report that Rotary has 

granted well over $25,000 to the Franke 
Center since its founding.  Renovating and 
updating the main auditorium and adjacent 
bar, purchasing new audio equipment, 
upgrading the downstairs lighting, and 
buying a bigger movie screen and a new 
projector were among the aims of these 
grants.  Just this year Rotary gifted the 
Franke another $4000 to renovate the 
upstairs video system.

Today the Civic Players and a newer 
children’s theater produce their plays on 
the Franke Center’s main stage, numerous 

musical concerts are performed there, and 
the Marshall Rotary and Exchange clubs 
regularly meet on its lower level as do 
various other community groups.  Food and 
drink are prepared for these many meetings 
in the Center’s ample kitchen.  The whole 
building was splendidly refurbished in 
2015, a major effort led, again, by Tom 
Franke.  The greater Marshall community 
surely owes to him in this respect a special 
debt of gratitude!

Joyce and Lucy Franke Center for the Performing Arts 
– How it Started

The 1924 Brooks Memorial Methodist Church is now the Joyce and
Lucy Franke Center for the Performing Arts

The Franke Center main
auditorium was formerly the
Methodist Church Sanctuary

By Jeff Greene, Rotarian
In the early 1960’s, the Marshall City 

Council had decided to make a major 
improvement in our downtown sidewalks 
after the state had installed new curbs and 
gutters.  One of the store owners recalled 
that when Harold Brooks was Mayor in 
1925, he had proposed the idea of planting 
trees in the main street district.  At the 
time, the merchants were not in favor of 
the idea, citing the potential for messy 
leaves and tree roots.

Now, since the sidewalks were being torn 
up and replaced, it might be a good time to 
leave an empty square in front of each store 
for a tree, assuming a suitable variety could 
be agreed on.  Morris Stulberg knew that 
local shoe store owner Creighton Sherman 
was also a Landscape Architect and asked 
for his input.  Creighton suggested the 
Little Leaf Linden tree due to its deep and 
narrow root system, and the city approved.  
A community fund was established to 
pay for this project and, as usual, the 
good citizens of Marshall chipped in.  In 
November, 1962, 34 trees were put into the 
squares.

Fast forward 30 years, and these curbside 
trees had reached maturity and outgrown 
their welcome by many merchants.  Some 
had died and the rest were blocking store 
fronts.  A committee was formed to take 
the next step and they engaged the services 
of a Grand Rapids streetscape design 

company for ideas. 
A public forum was held to present 

alternative plans for downtown but, when 
all was said and done, the city had no 
money to pursue any of them.  The trees 
got a good pruning instead and that seemed 
to please everybody.

Another 18 years passed and the 
original trees were nearing 50 years old, 
a surprisingly ripe old age for this type 
of tree.  A new proposal was put forth to 
replace the trees with Cleveland Select 
Pear trees and cover the base area with 
drainage grates.  This was accomplished 
by soliciting dedication gifts of $500 per 
tree and the same for the steel grates.  In 
November of 2012, a dedication ceremony 
was held for the 53 new trees which 
currently grace our downtown area.  And, 
of course, this year we dedicated year-
around sparkle lights on each tree.  We are 
ready for Christmas 2019.

How did our downtown trees get their start?

Marshall’s original 1962 Little Leaf Linden trees downtown were replaced with 
Cleveland Select Pear trees in 2012.  Now those Pear trees

have year-around lights.

Palmers
Hairstyling
106 N. Eagle St.

Marshall, MI 
49068

269-781-3242
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The Dream Dollars drawing/raffle 
(tickets $100) was started by the Marshall 
Chamber of Commerce as a fund raiser 
in the mid-1980s.  Kathy Tarr was the 
executive director and borrowed the idea 
from another community.  For several 
years the grand prize was a new car or cash 
and then changed to $25,000.  For over 30 
years Velvet Potter was the leading ticket 
seller.  She called it her baby.

In 2015 the Exchange Club and Rotary 
Club took over the event. The current 
drawing has several cash prizes with 
$15,000 as the top payout.  All of the 
October 2019 net profits will be used by 
the two clubs for their community projects.  
Thanks to all who purchased tickets and 
supported this worthy fun event.  If you did 
not win, better luck next year.

Dream 
Dollars 
– How it 
Started

Rotarians Al Biggs and Paul Davis (on the right) worked at the 2019 Dream 
Dollars event.  Paul was the top ticket seller for the Rotary Club.

Exchange Club member Theresa 
Chaney-Huggett celebrates being told

she was the top ticket seller for the 
Dream Dollars event held at the 
Fairgrounds this past October.

By John Yakimow, Rotarian
“In November 1969, Eaton officially 

dedicated their proving ground, on a few 
hundred acres (640 acres) outside the 
small, southern Michigan town of Marshall 
– about 100 miles west of Detroit – to 
develop as a research and development 
center.”  A very brief history on how this 
occurred

Laurence G. Feiler Jr. (Larry), General 
Manager of the Marshall Division was 
seeking to expand his businesses into 
hydraulics and to move his engineering 
staff from 8 mile road in Detroit to 
Marshall.  Keith Boyd, and engineer who 
developed a light duty ball piston variable 

speed hydraulic motor while in college, 
had joined Eaton Yale and Towne, the 
corporate name at that time.  By 1976, 
Keith was chief engineer of advanced 
engineering, and held 5 patents.

With the development of the light duty 
hydrostatic transmission, a market for the 
motor was determined to be garden tractors 
with Bolens being one of the first users of 
the motor.  Before the motor could be sold, 
testing was required.  Outside of Marshall 
stood a large pickle operation (cucumbers 
farm) that was well located for Larry’s 
interests.  The farm was bought by Eaton 
(Larry) for testing purposes.  The first tests 
consisted of 3 tractors each attached to a 

center tether to allow the tractors to go in 
large circles to determine the durability 
of the motors.  Some might consider this 
(640 acres) as a little bit of an overkill, but 
subsequent develops at this pickle farm 
prove to show great insight by Larry.

The hydraulics operation, part of the 
old Fluid Power operations, now adds 
some 3 billion dollars in sales to Eaton 
Corporation and is headquartered in Eaton 
Prairie, Minnesota.

The Proving Ground is now used by 
Eaton’s truck operation, valve operation, 
supercharger and other businesses.  The 
Lodge, trout pond and shooting ranges, 
along with the track and off road facilities 
were also added by Larry.

Any errors in this article are due to the 
writer, John Yakimow, who joined Larry, 
reporting to him as Senior Patent Attorney 
for his businesses, in 1974.

How the Eaton Proving Grounds Came to Be

Aerial view of the Eaton Proving 
Grounds on Homer Road southeast

of Marshall, MI.

Marshall Community Wide
Free Dinners

Everyone always welcome!
First Wednesday of the month

5:00 to 6:30 p.m. Sept through May
except January

United Methodist Church

Second Tuesday of the month
5:00 to 6:30 p.m.

Sept through May except December
Zion Lutheran Church

Third Tuesday of the month
4:30 to 6:00 p.m. Sept through May

Trinity Episcopal Church

Fourth Wednesday of the month
5:00 to 6:30 p.m.

Sept through May except December
United Methodist Church

Donations are gratefully accepted at the dinners to help
defray cost

Your complete decorating center.

Carpeting, vinyl, and
wood flooring, ceramic,

wall covering, window  treatments
and Benjamin Moore paints

Floor Covering
and Paint Spot, Inc.
827 West Michigan Ave. • Marshall

269/781-9888
www.larrysfloor.com

Monday - Friday 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Saturday 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Marshall Animal Hospital

James Rzepka, DVM
Randal Eshuis, DVM

Jennifer Bohney, DVM

713 Brewer Road
Marshall, MI 49068

781-5114
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BOGAR THEATRE

Mondays are B.Y.O.B.
Bring your own bucket and we fill it up to a large

popcorn for free with paid admission.
www.marshallmovies.com

          Entertaining the Marshall area since 1939

• Expanded food menu

• Full-service bar

• Updated auditoriums with comfortable seating

• The Best Movies at the Best Prices

• Family Friendly

• Ability to check showtimes and buy advance tickets

 online at our website, http://www.marshallmovies.com

Downtown Marshall • 781-3511 • Big Movies at Small Prices

Rotary has been making history and bringing our world closer together for over 
100 years. The first Rotary club was started in Chicago, Illinois, USA, in 1905 
by an attorney named Paul Harris.  Harris wanted to bring together a group of 
professionals with different backgrounds and skills as a way to exchange ideas 
and form meaningful acquaintances. In August 1910, the 16 Rotary clubs then in 
the United States formed the National Association of Rotary Clubs, now Rotary 
International. In 1912, Rotary expanded to a few more countries, and by July 
1925, Rotary clubs existed on six continents. Today, there are more than 35,000 
clubs, in almost every country in the world. For more information about Rotary’s 
history, go to rotary.org/history.

The first four Rotarians: Gustavus Loehr, Silvester Schiele, Hiram Shorey, 
and Paul P. Harris, circa 1905-12.

By Robert Lowman,
Historical Marker Curator

In 1912 Marshall got its first historical 
monument when the Daughters of the 
American Revolution (DAR) placed a 
territorial stone in the West End Park (this 
was later moved to East End Park, which 
is now called the Glenn Carver Park).  
The second was the Adam Crosswhite 
Monument at East Drive and east 
Michigan Avenue erected by the Calhoun 
County Historical Society in 1917.  
That organization became the Marshall 
Historical Society in 1960.

Under John Collin’s leadership, in 
1972 the Marshall Historical Society got 
involved with the State Historical Marker 
program offered by the State.  The Society 
purchased four markers that year which 
included a large double-sided Marshall 
and three regular markers on a post for 
the Honolulu House, the Governor’s 
Mansion, and Ketchum Park.  John served 
on the Michigan Historical Commission 
that approved the makers.  Marshall 
was always sure of one vote from the 
commission.  Marshall now has 45 official 
State of Michigan approved historic 

markers.  Only the cities of Detroit and 
Lansing have more. 

Our 45 state approved markers tell 
65 different stories (some markers are 
two sided).  We also have 17 assorted 
monuments and plaques, 8 Marshall 
historic business plaques, and 10 Rotary 
street sign markers for a total of 100 
Marshall history stories to share.  The 
price of the official State Markers have 
increased over the years.  The first four 
markers in the 1970s cost $1,020 and 
today a marker on a post cost $2,700 and a 
wall mounted marker $1,900.

The current system is still led by the 
historical society and I am the volunteer 
Historical Marker Curator.  The Marshall 
Area Community Foundation maintains a 
fund for donations, and the City installs 
the new markers.  All of our state approved 
markers have recently been cleaned or 
repainted so they look brand new.  Thanks 
to Marty Overhiser and Phil Nager for 
helping on this project.  We presently have 
a list of over a dozen possible new markers. 
Donations may be made to the Community 
Foundation to support the purchase of new 
markers. 

How were State Historical Markers 
Started in Marshall?

In 1992 a double faced marker for the Cronin House and John Bellairs
was installed.  John Collins (Michigan Historical Commission), Lucy Franke 

(Marshall Historical Society President), Virginia Cronin (home owner),
and Mayor Joseph Schroeder were all at the dedication of this

thirty-third historical marker in Marshall.

514 S Kalamazoo Ave Ste B
Marshall, Michigan 49068

Phone (269) 781-2206
Fax (269) 781-1012

info@mackacct.com
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107 W. Michigan Ave., Marshall
269-781-9200

Breakfat, Lunch, Dinner, Full Bar

200 West Mansion Street
Marshall, Michigan 49068
Telephone (269) 781-5161

Fax (269) 781-6877

Sunday Service 10:00 am

We welcome all whom God calls into the life of this church without regard
to cultural heritage, skin color, gender, sexual orientation, socio-economic status

or life circumstances.

By Angela Semifero
Marshall District Library continues a 

long tradition of providing public library 
services in the Marshall area.  Public li-
brary services have changed and evolved 
over the last century from collections of 
books and archival materials to communi-
ty learning centers that offer a variety of 
media collections, programs, and services. 
The history of library services in Marshall 
reflect that change as support and use by 
the Marshall community increased over 
time. 

According to Richard Carver’s “A His-
tory of Marshall,” in 1869, a group of 
women in Marshall organized the ladies’ 
Library Association.  In March 1869, 
a small library with 207 books on the 
shelves opened at the Common Council 
rooms at 141 West Michigan Avenue. The 
Marshall Statesman newspaper in 1869 in-
dicated that this subscription library would 
be open once a week, on Saturdays for two 
hours, to allow the 50 subscribers to access 
the library’s collection. A one-day festival 
in Eagle Hall just before Christmas 1869 
raised $300 to provide a more permanent 
home for a library and reading room. 

After more than forty years of volunteer 
subscription library service, Elizabeth Kerr 
Hughes became president of Marshall’s 
volunteer library association in 1910. Ac-
cording to Richard Carver, it was “large-
ly because of her single-minded determi-
nation” that Marshall Common Council 
acted to form a City Public Library with 
a millage rate of 1 mill.  In 1912, the Mar-
shall Daily News reported that the library 
board of control was in the process of pur-
chasing land at the corner of Mansion and 
Madison for the building of a new facility. 
In 1913, the long hoped for public library, 
designed by architect Frederick Spier was 
built at 111 East Mansion Street.  

After 80 years of service as a City 

Library, a planning committee formed 
in 1993, including representatives from 
the City of Marshall and six surrounding 
townships.  After more than a year of 
monthly meetings, a plan was put into 
place to reorganize the library and establish 
a District Library under the District 
Library Establishment Act of 1989.  This 
reorganization expanded the library’s 
tax-base to include the City of Marshall, 
Eckford, Fredonia, Marengo, and Marshall 
Townships, except those who reside in the 
Library District established by Willard 
Library.  This created a new governing 
library board with representatives from 
all five municipalities of the library 
district.  According to library records, the 
new Marshall District Library came into 
existence on April 1, 1995, replacing the 
former Marshall Public Library, and the 
voters approved the operating levy the 
following July.

In February 1996, Marshall District 
Library placed a bond issue on the ballot 
of $2.535 million for the purpose of con-
structing a new building.  In May 1996, the 
Library Board purchased the former Myers 
Supermarket at 124 West Green Street. 

On April 6, 1998, Marshall District 
Library opened its new facility.  The use 
of this 18,000 square foot facility has 
changed dramatically in the last twenty 
years. Serving a population of more than 
14,900 people, the new Marshall District 
Library provides a variety of book and 
media collections, technology access, 
one-on-one technology help, early literacy 
activities, digitization services, and 
programs for all ages. Recent renovation 
projects in 2015 and 2016 has allowed 
space for more than 80,000 items in the 
building. These projects were paid for with 
funds from the library’s Hughes donation 
fund, originally established by a bequest 
of $5,700 from Elizabeth Kerr Hughes in 

1921. The library renovations provided 
new space for the nearly 146,000 annual 
visitors to the library including expanded 
early literacy space, expanded teen space, 
expanded technology space, a designated 
local history research space, and a 
separated quiet study room. 

 Because of the strong support of resi-
dents, organizations, and businesses in the 
library district, Marshall District Library 
has become a welcoming, interactive com-
munity-learning center. If you have any 
questions about library services, please 
contact Marshall District Library at 269-

781-7821 or visit the library online at www.
yourmdl.org. Stop in to see how the library 
can help you explore, discover, and grow!

Marshall Library: Then and Now

Today the Marshall District Library is a modern interactive community-learning 
center.  A far cry from the 1869 City Library that had 207 books.

By Patty Parker
The Governor’s Mansion was built 

in 1839 to be the residence of the state’s 
chief executive in anticipation of Marshall 
becoming the new capital of Michigan.  
While Marshall lost out to Lansing, the 
man who had this Greek Revival home 
built, James Wright Gordon, did serve as 

Michigan’s third governor.  Since 1966 the 
house has been owned and restored by the 
Mary Marshall chapter of the Daughters 
of the American Revolution.  Displays are 
updated and changed with new donations 
that tell the story of life in Marshall during 
the 1800s.

Governor’s Mansion – Why was it Built?

The 1839 Governor’s Mansion never housed a sitting governor
but it was built by one.

JACK REED | VICE PRESIDENT
MORTGAGE SALES MANAGER

jack.reed@ChemicalBank.com
C: 269-579-0165 | NMLS #400554

107 N. Park Ave. | Marshall, MI | 49068
F: 269.781-9220 | ChemicalBank.com/jackreed
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By John C. Sherwood
Although Marshall is home to several 

museums, the one that draws worldwide 
attention is the American Museum of 
Magic at 107 E. Michigan Ave. Opened 
on April Fool’s Day of 1978, it was the 
brainchild of Robert and Elaine Lund, who 
had moved their home to Marshall from 
the Detroit area a few years before. 

Robert Lund, a native of Saginaw, had 
worked as a reporter and editor on news-
papers in Detroit, Chicago and New York. 
He also had been an editor for Motor Mag-
azine and auto editor for Popular Mechan-
ics. Lund’s youthful fascination with mag-
ical entertainment didn’t falter when he 
realized he lacked a flair for performance. 
Instead, he focused on collecting memora-
bilia related to the art and its practitioners, 
no matter how unknown. In time, Robert 
Lund became famous among magicians as 
a collector, historian, peerless storyteller 
and author.

The Lunds developed their museum in a 
storefront built in 1868 that had been home 
to a saloon, billiard parlor, clothing store 
and bakery, and maintained it for 17 years. 
Robert died in 1995 at age 70 and Elaine 
continued to supervise the museum until 
her death in 2006 at age 79. Since then, the 
museum has been governed by a board of 
directors and has become a non-profit cor-
poration with regular visiting hours, gen-
erally from early April to early December. 

Today the museum remains the largest 
public museum in the Western Hemisphere 
devoted to the history of magical entertain-
ment and its performance. The museum’s 
board of directors oversees two buildings 
-- the public museum downtown and since 
1999 an ancillary resource center, which 
occupies the former Marshall Public Li-
brary on Mansion Street and may be visit-
ed upon application to the museum’s exec-
utive director or board of directors.

The museum has made Marshall the 
destination for many professional magicians 
from throughout the world who -- often 
while visiting the nearby “Magic Capital of 
the World” in Colon -- come to examine the 
displays and study some of the highly secret 
materials in the resource center. 

The museum includes apparatus, books, 
letters, diaries, manuscripts, memorabilia, 
playbills, photos, posters, scrapbooks, and 
approximately a half-million pieces of 
ephemera. The museum is supported by 
the Michigan Council for Arts and Cultural 
Affairs and the National Endowment for 
the Arts. Beginning in 2015, the Google 
Cultural Institute added the museum to 
a list of 60 world-class performing arts 
institutions with displays available online.

The American Museum of Magic – How it Began

In a 1979 photo, the late Robert Lund stands in Harry Houdini’s
Milk Can Escape, one of thousands of artifacts related to the theatrical art

of magical entertainment displayed at the American Museum of Magic
at 107 E. Michigan Ave.

Rotary
4-Way Test

Rotary 4 Way Test was devised 
by Rotarian Herbert J. Taylor in 
1932 and it was adopted by Rotary in 
1943. It has been translated into more 
than a hundred languages and widely 
published.

The test asks the following questions: 
Of the things we think, say and do

Is it the Truth
Is it Fair to all concerned
Will it build Goodwill and Better 
Relationships?
Will it be Beneficial to all concerned?

Since 1985 Rotary has led the battle 
against polio and we’ve seen a worldwide 
reduction in polio cases of 99.9%.  For 
more than two years, wild polio cases 
have only been found in two countries, 
Afghanistan and Pakistan.  When India 
went off the list of endemic countries in 
2012, Rotary took one more step toward 
eradicating a human disease from the earth 
for only the second time in history. Now, 
Rotary and its partners are This Close to 
making that dream a reality.

Despite these accomplishments, polio 
cases are rising in areas of Afghanistan 
and Pakistan.  Children there are difficult 
to get to and in areas not secure enough 
for vaccinators to do their work. In all of 
2018, these two countries reported just 
33 wild poliovirus cases. The 2019 case 
count is close to 100, and health experts 
predict more cases to come.  Michel 
Zaffran, director of polio eradication at 
World Health Organization, discussed the 
increased number of cases in Afghanistan 
and Pakistan. “At its core, polio eradication 
is very simple: If you vaccinate enough 
children in given areas, then the virus 
has nowhere to hide and eventually 
disappears.”

The fight to end Polio is not over and 
Rotary International and the Bill and 
Melinda Gates Foundation are partnered to 
continue the fight.  For the next three years, 
the Gates Foundation will match every $1 
Rotary commits to polio eradication 2-to-
1, up to $50 million per year.  You can help 
by going to endpolio.org.  There you can 
learn, share, and donate.

End of Polio 
Very Close

Vaccinating children is how Polio
will be eradicated form the

face of the earth

Claudia and Doug Murch
142 West Michigan Avenue
Marshall, Michigan 49068

269.558.8080
greensceneofmarshall@gmail.com

www.the-green-scene.com

Book Appointments: campbarber.com
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Service & InstallationEric Dale
President

16969 Burlington Dr. (Off North Old 27)
www.EricDaleHeatingAC.com

Tel: 269-781-7751  •  Fax: 269-781-8040
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By Jeff Greene, Rotarian
The fi rst Rotary Club had come into 

being in 1905 in Chicago and had been met 
with great success throughout the United 
States and internationally.  By the end of 
1923 there were more than 1500 Rotary 
Clubs with over 100,000 members.  In 
Michigan there were 41 clubs.  The nearby 
Coldwater club had received its charter in 
1921.

In December of 1923 two local 
businessmen, Ellsworth B. More and 
Robert Cox, accompanied by their wives, 
attended a dinner-dance in Coldwater 
which was being sponsored by the Rotary 
Club.  Events proceeded quickly from 
that night.  On January 9, 1924 it was 
reported in the Chronicle that Marshall 
was soon to have its own Rotary Club.  
The requirement at that time was for a 
minimum of 15 members, but the Marshall 
club had a roster of 25.  

Offi cers were elected and a regular 
meeting day of Tuesdays at the Trinity 
Church Parish House was agreed on.  The 
meetings were to run from 12:15 to 1:30 
with a lunch provided.  The fi rst president 
elected was E. B. More.  He had passed his 
exam and been granted his license to act as 
an embalmer and funeral director and was 
employed by H. G. Kelsey and Company.  
Other offi cers elected were:

•  Vice President – R. F. Grant, Mgr. of 
the Peerless Fixture Co.

•  Secretary – B. B. Adams, County 
Agricultural Agent

•  Treasurer – C. H. Billings, Cashier at 
the First National Bank

•  Sgt. of Arms – Robert Cox, County 
Road Engineer

The club was offi cially chartered on 
February 29, 1924, therefore becoming 
a leap-year baby.  The new club became 
active in the community right away.  
Monies were committed by Rotary as well 
as the city and some other contributors for 
new bath houses at the river for boys and 
girls.  Interesting that the very fi rst Rotary 
community project in Chicago was to 
provide public bathroom facilities in the 
downtown Loop.  

In September of 1925 our club made a 
public declaration to endorse the efforts 
of the Brown Hospital Association and 
pledged Rotary support for their project to 
acquire the Dibble mansion for a hospital.  
This community effort was a success, and 
on November 11 E. B. More spoke on the 
occasion of the presentation of the deed to 
the Ella M. Brown Charitable Circle by 
Charles and Louise Dibble.  

The Marshall Rotary Club will be 
celebrating its 100th birthday in 2024.  
The club has started a Centennial Fund 
to fi nance a major gift to the people of 
Marshall.  If you would like to donate to the 
fund or have an idea of what the gift should 
be, do contact me at mrjlgreene285@
gmail.com.

Marshall Rotary Club – First Year 1924

This photo was taken in September of 1953.  The Marshall Rotary Club
had 70 members and 41 of the men were in this photo. 

Those were the days before women were allowed to be members. 
Rotary Anns were the wifes that had less frequent meetings.

By Shannon Tiernan, Rotarian 
Since its very fi rst distribution in 1969, the 

Marshall Community Foundation has award-
ed more than $10 million in grants to local 
organizations and through scholarships. This 
past year, the Foundation continued its com-
mitment to the community through its grant 
making and scholarships distributions, which 
include:

•  $106,047 in grants through the Fund 
for Marshall to organizations working 
to meet the Community’s most pressing 
needs.

•  $78,367 through the Marshall Youth 
Fund for grants impacting area youth.

•  $157,380 in scholarships to Marshall 
High School graduating seniors and other 
local residents pursuing their educational 
dreams.

Additional distributions were made 
through the Foundation’s agency, designated, 
fi eld of interest and advised funds.  From the 
arts to the environment, education to com-
munity development, social services to youth 
and seniors… The Foundation’s Family of 
Funds – which total more than 160 endowed 
and non-endowed funds – impact nearly ev-
ery corner of the Community. 

For more information, please contact the 
Foundation at (269) 781-2273 or via email at 
info@marshallcf.org.

Marshall Community 
Foundation
– Giving for 50 Years

Mon-Sat 10-5

Sun 12-4

269-781-0952
www.fountainclinic.org

STANLEY
LAWN AND GARDEN

SALES & SERVICE
13000 15 Mile Road
Marshall, MI 49068

Wheel Horse • Snapper • Echo • McCullouch
• Ski-Doo • Woods • Mitsubishi

(269) 781-3951
Greg Stanley, Owner

The Capitol Hill School was one of three Gothic Revival schools built in 1860.  
This two-room schoolhouse is listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places.  Classes were held in the school until 1961.  In 1967 the Marshall 
Historical Society purchased the school with the understanding it would be 
restored and operated as an historic school.  Each spring second-grade 
pupils experience what education once was like in schools such as this.
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www.scenepub.com/milesformemories
A community project fund at the Battle Creek  
Community Foundation. Make checks payable  

to BCCF/Miles for Memories. 

VISION STATEMENT
Creating solutions for those impacted  

by dementia in Calhoun County through  
movement, programming & research.

INFO 269-979-1412

VISION STATEMENTVISION STATEMENT
Creating solutions for those impacted 

by dementia in Calhoun County through by dementia in Calhoun County through 
movement, programming & research.

INFO 269-979-1412INFO 269-979-1412

Marshall Chiropractic
Life Center

Dr. Harmony Dawson, DC
Dr. Brent Dawson, DC
Marshall Chiropractic Life Center
1170 West Michigan Avenue
Marshall, Michigan 49068

(269) 781.7000
staff@marshall-chiro.com

By Mary Jo Byrne, Executive Director
In 1992 Dr. James Maher had an idea 

for a Clinic in Marshall that would provide 
medical treatment to the low income 
uninsured.  He asked several folks to join 
him in his waiting room one evening to 
discuss the idea.  The attendees were Lee 
Sherman RN, Patty Kellogg RN, Mary Jo 
Byrne LBSW, Patty Evans       and Kathleen 
Lambrix.  Everyone liked the idea but 
where to go with it?  It was about this time 
Joe Carver, the then head of the Calhoun 
County Health Department agreed to help 
us.  He let us use space in the old Marshall 
location for the Health Department, an old 
house where the parking structure now 
stands.  Things were a little rough to say 
the least but the Fountain Clinic opened 
its doors in May of 1992.  At the time 
everyone was a volunteer.

What we didn’t expect was the large 
number of folks who needed the Clinic. It 
became obvious to the organizers that 1) 
We would need to hire a nurse at least part 
time to assist the doctors and manage the 
Clinic and 2) we needed to raise money 
to support this Clinic.  Our fi rst appeal 
consisted of sending letters to folks who 
we thought may help us.  We sat in the 
cafeteria of Oaklawn Hospital with our 
appeal letter, envelopes and a phone book.  
This was the fi rst fundraiser “software” 
for our fi rst Annual Appeal.  As the years 
went on we added more nurses and a nurse 
practitioner, became a 501(c)(3), bought 

our own building from retiring physician 
Dr. Frank Burris and added dental services.  
The original idea however remains alive 
and well-Volunteer clinicians seeing low 
income and uninsured patients in a clinic 
setting at little or no cost to the patient.  We 
presently have 28 volunteer clinicians that 
see our patients.

Today we are still going strong.  Even 
with the Affordable Health Care Act, 
we have patients who for one reason or 
another have fallen through the cracks and 
need help.  We have approximately 1000 
individual patients who accounted for 
3200 visits in 2018.  We thank the Rotary 
Club and Foundation for making these last 
27 years possible.  Through your grants we 
have been able to help so many who really 
had nowhere else to turn for their medical 
and dental care.

Oaklawn, from page 11 
On July 25, 1925, the former Dibble 
residence offi cially became a 12-bed 
medical facility named Oaklawn Hospital.

The hospital was a wonderful addition to 
the town, and the realization of the dreams 
of dozens who volunteered countless hours 
and resources to its establishment. In the 
ensuing years, particularly during the 
Great Depression, the hospital struggled to 
meet its fi nancial obligations. Interest from 
the Brown endowment fund, along with 
bequests from other loyal citizens were 
vital in keeping the hospital afl oat. Another 
key fi nancial contribution was that from 
1925 to 1946, the City provided electricity 
and water at no charge, recognizing that the 
hospital was a public institution that gave 
non-profi t service to all. In 1947, however, 
a change in city administration policies put 
an end to the free utilities, causing an even 
greater fi nancial burden. 

From 1940 to 1945, the hospital 
became badly overcrowded, sometimes 
bedding patients in hallways. An advisory 

committee was formed in the summer of  
1945 to explore the viability of building 
a new hospital. The committee took three 
years to methodically study all needs 
and possible means to that end.  Some 
thought a City Bond should fi nance a new 
hospital that would be controlled via City 
supervision, and some wanted to start anew 
on a different site. Eventually a capital 
fund committee was formed and a goal of 
$320,000 set. Samuel Leggitt and Harold 
Brooks served as committee co-chairs.

In April 1949 the fi rst pledges began 
trickling in and a whirlwind drive 
culminated at a large “Victory Dinner” 
in the high school gym on May 19 where 
the announcement of $339,160 in pledges 
brought loud cheers. In the ensuing months 
additional pledges raised the total pledged 
to $389,455.

Groundbreaking for the new hospital 
was a widely celebrated event that included 
Governor G. Mennen Williams helping 
turn the fi rst shovel of dirt on April 5, 1952. 
The laying of the new hospital cornerstone 

was celebrated July 31, 1952, and the day 
of fi nal victory, the culmination of all past 
hopes, prayers and work, was on Sunday, 
September 6th, 1953. A community-wide 
celebration of the new 47-bed hospital 
culminated with 3000 citizens touring the 
facility.

In the 66 years that have transpired 
since the opening of the “New Hospital,” 
Oaklawn has doubled its in-patient beds 
to 94, established multiple out-patient 
specialty care services, and has added 
cutting-edge diagnostic and surgical 
equipment that is as good as or better than 
most hospitals twice its size. Oaklawn 
now provides care in 6 neighboring 
communities and draws patients from 
a 40-mile radius and beyond. It is by far 
the community’s largest employer (over 
1100 total staff) with a medical staff 
of some 200 providers representing 35 
specialties. While it has many cooperative 
care relationships with the largest hospitals 
in southern Michigan, it has remained a 
totally independent and locally controlled 
hospital, steadfastly maintaining its 
focused mission of providing Marshall 
area citizens the highest quality medical 
care. And now you know how it all began.

Fountain Clinic – How it Started
Patients in Need – A Community that Cares

The Tuesday Thursday Club makes donations of offi ce supplies
and cash to the Fountain Clinic

If your car is not drivable, we offer on-the-spot estimates
by appointment.

COLLISION CENTER
OF

MARSHALL
Did you know that CALHOUN COUNTY

has the 2nd highest number of
deer related accidents in Michigan?

It’s good to know that if this happens to you...

...has you covered for all your
auto-body repair needs.

COLLISION CENTER
OF MARSHALL
13321 15 Mile Road
Marshall, Michigan

(269) 781-9255

112 S. Fountain St.
Marshall, MI 49068

Phone / Fax (269) 781-5935
www.guttersrusmi.com

221 W. Michigan Ave.
Marshall, Michigan

269.781.4822
qualityengraving@sbcglobal.net

QUALITY
ENGRAVING

REAL, HONEST DELI FOOD

LOCATIONS

Marshall
269-781-8800
Fax 269.781.7986
105 N. Jefferson St.
Marshall, MI 49068

Battle Creek
269-963-8800
Fax 269.965.8513
80 W. Michigan Ave.
Battle Creek, MI 49017

HOURS
Mon-Fri 11am-7pm • Sat 11am-3pm
Closed Sunday

www.pastramijoes.com

Gift cards available
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213 EAST MICHIGAN AVENUE   MARSHALL, MI 49068

OFFICE HOURS BY APPOINTMENT

T(269)781-1108
F(269)781-9164

By Susan Collins, Rotarian
Why is there a nine-foot wood carving 

of Isaac E. Crary and John D. Pierce in the 
Marshall Middle School Lobby?  It is local 
legend that Crary and Pierce devised the 
Michigan public education system in 1884 
while setting under the historic Forest Oak 
on the West side of the Harold C. Brooks 
House at North Kalamazoo and Prospect 
Street.  After attempts to save the 250 year 
old dying oak had failed it was in need of 
being taken down.

Dr. Philip R. Glotfelty had driven past 
the dead oak for quite some time and 
heard about making sculptures out of tree 
trunks.  So Dr. Phil came up with the idea 
to create a tribute to Crary and Pierce from 
the dead oak.  He formed an Educational 
Oak Committee consisting of himself, 
Jean Schulthorp, William Biggs, Helen 
Sykora, Joseph Cooper, and Jan Brooks.  
Students were involved in the design and 
$1,600 was raised to finance the project.  
Woodcarver Jerry Ward was retained to 
create the wooden monument which took 
three months to complete.  

As part of the City Sesquicentennial 
Celebration, on July 4, 1980 the wood 
sculpture was unveiled where the tree 
had stood.  The dedication ceremony 
was attended by a large crowd who 
heard remarks by Dr. Glotfelty and 

representatives from the Michigan State 
Board of Education and the United States 
Department of Education.  Students also 
were a part of the ceremony.  After a 
few years outside in the elements is was 
decided to mover the sculpture inside for 
protection and preservation.  The Middle 
School Lobby was the chosen location.  

For fifty years Dr. Philip R. Glotfelty 
has been an active member of the Marshall 
Rotary Club.  He frequently reminds 
members that Rotary is, “Service above 
self.”  He is a glowing example of this 
Rotary slogan.  His list of service projects 
and activities is very long.  Including, 
Marshall School Board, Historical Society 
Board, County Fair Board, Battle Creek 
Enquirer and News George Award, and 
Rotary President.  Dr. Glotfelty is also a 
recipient of the Distinguished Eagle Scout 
Award for his service to scouting and 
community.  He shares this award with 
President Ford, Neil Armstrong, Steven 
Spielberg, Sam Walton, and other high 
achievers. 

Rotarian Dr. Phil is one of many 
dedicated Marshall loving residents who 
see a need or opportunity and step up and 
make it happen.  Thank you Phil for your 
service above self.

Information for this article based on “A 
History of Marshall” by Richard Carver

How the Educational Oak Sculpture got to the Middle School

In 1980 Dr. Philip R. Glotfelty (above) led the way in having a sculpture
made of Crary and Pierce. The sculpture is now located in the

Marshall Middle School lobby.

Marshall Area
Economic

Development
Alliance

tourism + chamber + economic development

323 West Michigan Avenue
Marshall, MI 49068

p 269.781.5163
info@marshallaeda.org

www.choosemarshall.com
MarshallMI

Marshall AreaChamberOfCommerce
VisitMarshallMI
MarshallSmBiz

Visit Us On Facebook
and Twitter

(269) 781-3542

144 W. Michigan Ave.
www.louies-bakery.com

Marshall, MI 49068
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Oaklawn Medical Group -
Orthopedics & Sports Medicine
203 Winston Dr., Marshall
(269) 789-4380
oaklawnhospital.org/ortho

By Rotarian Jen Rice, Fair Manager
The Calhoun County Fair was first held 

November 5, 1839, behind what is now 
the Presbyterian Church, and was run by 
the first Calhoun County Agricultural & 
Industrial Society.  The main reason for the 
fair was to educate the area farmers on the 
newest technology available at that time.  
In 1845, a Mechanics Fair was held on the 
“Capitol Hill” site, which was so named 
because it was thought that Marshall would 
become Michigan’s state capital.

The Calhoun County Agricultural & 
Industrial Society reorganized in 1848 and 
held the next gathering at Capitol Hill in 
1849.  It was at that time they decided to 
make it a yearly event, and it has existed 
as such ever since, making the Calhoun 
County Fair the oldest and longest running 
fair in the State of Michigan.  In 1860, 
Floral Hall was built on the fairgrounds for 
the sum of $590.  During the Civil War it 
was used as barracks by the First Michigan 
Volunteer Infantry Regiment, “Abraham 
Lincoln’s Own”, while they awaited the 
call to go off to war.

In 1929, the fair was turned over to the 
Calhoun County Board of Supervision.  In 
1970, it was realized that the fairgrounds 
were not a high priority for the Calhoun 
County Board of Commissioners, and 
talk began of the possibility of selling 
the fairgrounds property.  There was a 
public outcry in opposition to this idea 
and fortunately the fair manager, Lavern 
Russell, proved the fair very successful 
in 1971.  Then a group of people met in 
Fay Owens’ office in 1973, where the new 
Calhoun County Agricultural & Industrial 
Society was organized.  Don and Virginia 
Furu borrowed $5,000 to help get funding 
started, and in 1974 the CCAIS leased 
the fairgrounds and ran its operations, 
eventually purchasing the property from 
the county for $1.

To add to the historical aspect of the 
fairgrounds, the Houston School (built in 
1836) was relocated to the grounds in 2005, 
as well as the Old Maple Grove Church in 
2006 (built in 1901 and originally located 
at 18511 L Drive S in Homer).

Calhoun County Fair – How it Started

The Calhoun County Fair is the oldest and longest running fair
in the State of Michigan

Monday – Thursday 9am to 3pm
Friday – 9am to 1pm
Tuesday Evening – 6pm to 8 pm

Michigan Kitchen Distributors
In Business for more than

70 years

106 Oliver Drive
Marshall, MI 49068

(269) 781-5131

Season's
Greetings
From . . .
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We make what matters work.*

At Eaton, we believe that power is a fundamental part 

of just about everything people do. That’s why we’re 

dedicated to helping our customers find new ways to 

manage electrical, hydraulic and mechanical power more 

efficiently, safely and sustainably. To improve people’s 

lives, the communities where we live and work, and the 

planet our future generations depend upon. Because 

this is what really matters. And we’re here to make sure 

it works.

To learn more go to: Eaton.com/whatmatters

We make what matters work.

*


