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A Word from the President...

In Remembrance of

JAMES KWIS
LEONARD
Marshall Rotarians were saddened to
lose a special community member this
past August. Jim Leonard (84) passed
away at his home in the former Pierce
School. He helped make Marshall a better
place than it was when he move here. Jim
joined Rotary in 1991 and has generously
sponsored the Club’s popular spring fish
fry since it was started in 1995. Jim and
his wife Lyn were Paul Harris Fellows,
an honor earned by supporting the Rotary
International Foundation. They were also
named Rotarians of the Year in 2000 -2001.
Jim was an avid supporter of the arts and
helped the Franke Center for the Arts get
established. Golf and his collections were
a passion most of his life.

The Pierce School building was used
for classes from 1911 to 1973 and then
converted to a dwelling in 1985 by Jim
and Lyn Leonard
In 1985 Jim and Lyn picked Marshall
as their new home. Drake’s Batter Mix
had outgrown its facility in Grass Lake,
Michigan. Marshall was selected because
of the east/west and north/south highways
for product distribution. Two years prior
to moving they had purchased the vacant
rundown Pierce School on Mansion
Street. That building was used as a school
from 1911 to 1973 and had replaced the
1860 – 1911 First Ward School. The five
classroom building needed everything
in order to make it a dwelling. An
8,000 gallon underground tank had to be
removed. The tile roof was removed, deck
repaired, and then reinstalled. All the new
oak and cherry trim was milled on site.
Pierce School students will remember
those lower level bathrooms – oh my!
Remembrance continued on page 3

Rotary International President, Barry
Rassin, has stressed
Rotary’s new vision
statement, “Together,
we see a world where
people unite and take
action to create lasting
change - across the globe, in our communities, and in ourselves.” Our theme this
Rotary year is “Be the Inspiration” which
our club has been doing in Marshall for 95
years. In the pages of this 69th edition of
the Marshall Rotary Fountain Extra you
will read about how Rotary has helped improve our town and the world.
Rotarians believe that we have a shared
responsibility to take action on our world’s
most persistent issues. Our 35,000+ clubs
work together to: promote peace; fight disease; provide clean water, sanitation, and
hygiene; save mothers and children, support education, and, grow local economies.
Rotary has been working to eradicate

polio for more than 30 years. Our goal of
ridding the world of this disease is closer
than ever. Today, polio remains endemic
only in Afghanistan, Nigeria, and Pakistan.
To support this effort visit www.endpolio.
org
Do read Rotary Foundation President
Jeff Greene’s report on the community
improvement projects that have been supported by fund earnings. Our club also has
a Community Action Fund which raises
money each year through your support of
the Dream Dollars Drawing, Rotary Extra Newspaper, Fish Fry, and 4th of July
Chicken Barbecue. These are some of
the grants made this past year by the Action Fund: Rotary Band, Marshall Fountain Clinic, Marshall Backpack program,
Marshall’s Farmers Market, ramp building
with the Battle Creek Habitat for Humanity, Junior Achievement JA Program, Boy
Scout Troop 373, Marshall Rec Haunted
Trail, and the United Way Halloween Hustle so far this year.

Looking forward we see many other opportunities to create lasting change. Will
our school students continue to prosper?
Will our local non-profits thrive? Will
Marshall get a train station? What will be
the Rotary Centennial Community Project
to celebrate Marshall Rotary’s 100th Birthday in 2024? Look for a community meeting in February 2019 to discuss ideas.
A special thank you goes to all the
businesses and individuals who have
supported this publication by purchasing
an advertisement. Our talented team
of contributing writers have penned
informative and entertaining articles. You
will notice the railroad theme is prominent
throughout the publication. To find out
more about Marshall Rotary or request
funding for a project visit our website at
www.rotarymarshallmi.org You can also
find us on Facebook.
Yours in Service,
Beth Martin, Club President

Marshall’s Railroad Future

By Jim Donahue, Proprietor
“The Mitten Word Bookshop”
Resuming passenger service in Marshall
makes sense. Marshall as the birthplace
of the major railroad union is among the
most historic railroad communities in
American history. It is centrally located
and most importantly lies at the junction
of Michigan’s major interstates 94 and 69.
A station here would be easily accessed by
all of south Central Michigan’s residents
and business people. Now that MDOT
owns the line through Marshall, Michigan
citizens have a voice in how the trains are
developed in the next few years.
Several
Marshall
residents
and
organizations are beginning to work in
earnest to bring about a new, if modest,
train station to serve our area. The Marshall
Area Economic Development Alliance
(MAEDA) is spearheading a group of
interested citizens to begin reviewing a
possible location for a station. The current
interest centers on land north of the tracks

Forbes House Hotel, Depot, and octagon Baggage House (Marshall Historical Society Photo)

at S. Kalamazoo Ave. across from Dark
Horse Brewing and near Oerther’s Lawn &
Garden Store. There are no definite plans
and all options are being considered. The
group has met with the MDOT Director
of Rail Development, several local

elected officials, and interested parties.
Funding sources for a station are also
being considered and discussed. Station
platforms may need to be retractable and at
train level to allow safe and rapid boarding
Railroad Future continued on page 2

The Rotary Foundation Supports Marshall
By Jeff Greene,
Foundation President
The Marshall Rotary Foundation
was established as a 501–(c)-(3) nonprofit corporation in 1983 with funds left
to the Club by the estate of Reba Gauss,
wife of local businessman and Rotarian
John F. Gauss. The Gauss (Gaus) family
had owned and operated the local ice
house, situated on Rice Creek, and
provided refrigeration services to Marshall
Residents.
Since that time, no additional funds
have been contributed and the fund has
generated income which has provided
grants and gifts of over $700,000 to the
Marshall community.
During the past year the Foundation
has approved requests from a number of
local non-profit organizations including
The American Museum of Magic for air-

conditioning their building, the Marshall
High School for purposes of re-building
the FFA program and a grant to the Eastend
Studio and Gallery to help purchase
heating and cooling equipment for their
third- floor ballroom restoration project.
This grant was also matched in part by the
Rotary District Foundation.
In addition, the Foundation purchased
a defibrillation devise for the B.E. Henry
Building and, through the B.C. Habitat for
Humanity organization, paid for a handicap
ramp for a Marshall senior citizen.
Our most recent grants went to the
Marshall District Library to support their
digitization program and to the Fountain
Clinic to update their phone system.
Grant Request Forms for non-profit
organizations can be accessed and filed
online at:
Rotarymarshallmi.org.

Angela Semifero (Marshall District Library Director)
and Chelsea Johnson (Local History and Genealogy
Librarian) received a grant for their digitization
program from Jeff Greene, Foundation President

LOOK INSIDE FOR MANY MORE INTERESTING STORIES
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for all travelers regardless of ability. This
is likely to add considerable cost to any
building plans.
It is clear that MDOT’s rail passenger
plans do NOT include making additional
train stops along the corridor in the near
future. Each stop slows transit times, a
critical factor in economic viability and
complicates time-table development.
However, as train speeds increase along
the line, passenger interest in rail travel
continues to expand, and environmental
pressures
demand
cleaner
transit,
Marshall’s viability as a popular and
incredibly convenient railroad stop, should
improve dramatically over the next few
years.
Marshall’s Railroad Past
The initial development of the upper
Midwest was dependent on two things, the
Erie Canal and the railroads that followed,
heading toward Detroit, the Great Lakes
and Chicago.
Originally denigrated as Clinton’s Folly
or his Big Ditch, the Erie Canal opened in
1825 and profoundly altered commerce
and passenger travel from New York
City and Albany, to Buffalo and the Great
Lakes. Although other states developed
alternatives, the Erie Canal was a huge
commercial success directly linking the
Midwest with the American East Coast, the
Atlantic Ocean and ultimately Europe. The
competing routes, through Pennsylvania &
Ohio, terminated on the Ohio River often
requiring transfers between barges on
multiple small canals with inexperienced
railroad companies, such as the new
Baltimore and Ohio RR. With Buffalo and
the Great Lakes’ rapid growth, canals and
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horse drawn wagons, even on metal rails,
had major limitations. Pack animals were
inefficient and slow, and canal boats were
useless in bitterly cold winters until the
rivers & canal locks were free of ice.
Four years after the Erie Canal opened,
an engineer in England, Robert Stephenson,
won a contest for a new type of steam
powered locomotive. Using reciprocating
pistons driving metal wheels on metal rails
the “Rocket” was built in Newcastle upon
Tyne expressly for an 1829 contest held
by the Liverpool and Manchester Railway.
It won easily, with several Stephenson
innovations becoming the template for
most steam engines for 150 years!
Word traveled fast to America (even
before the internet!) and soon the Baltimore
& Ohio RR and Mohawk & Hudson RR (also
Delaware & Hudson) were eager to use this
new technology to transport freight and
passengers. The 1830’s in America saw an
explosion in railroad construction in New
York, Pennsylvania, Ohio, and over the
East Coast. The Mohawk & Hudson joined
forces with several other new, western NY
railroad companies to complete a line from
Albany, NY to Buffalo, directly competing
with the Erie Canal. Most importantly, it
could run almost all-year-round and did not
require pack animals. By 1844 there were
through trains running between Albany
and Buffalo.
Michigan’s railroad history begins with
a bang when the Erie and Kalamazoo Rail
Road, the first railway in the Northwest
Territory begins linking the east coast
with the Michigan Territory and points
westward. Chartered on April 22, 1833 it
connected present-day Toledo, Ohio with
Railroad Future continued on page 4
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Michigan Central Roundhouse and the Marshall switch engine on the turn-table.
These shops were built in 1844 and this photo taken about 1876. The large elm
trees at the left are the trees under which the Order of the International Brotherhood of the Footboard was first talked up and organized. (MHS Photo)

Michigan Central Railroad Repair Shop workers (MHS Photo)

Megan Harvey
Executive Director

Calhoun County Fairgrounds
Michigan's Oldest Fair Where the Old & New Comes Together Founded in 1848

P.O. Box 311 Marshall, MI 49068
www.calhouncountyfair.org
Fair Office: 269.781.8161
cell: 269.420.0043
fax: 269.781.6377
email: meharvey88@gmail.com
Modern & Historic Facility - Building Rentals Events/Weddings - Big or Small Year Around RV/Camping Facilities & much more!

UNCONDITIONAL
LOVE.
Pet Therapy at Oaklawn.

2018 home tour visitors saw the 1880s octagon-shaped baggage building north
of Marshall at the home of Ken and Lyne Wirtz. This structure was originally
located east of South Kalamazoo Avenue at the east end of the Forbes House
Hotel and Depot (north side of the tracks)
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Marshall before Railroads – 1831
By Rotarian Marty Overhiser
What did the early settlers find when
they traveled to the Marshall area in 1831?
This would have been before formal
roads and prior to the arrival of the “iron
horse” in 1844. We are fortunate to have
diary accounts from two early explorers.
Oshea Wilder (Rochester NY) was an
early pioneer in Calhoun County. Wilder
named Eckford Township after his friend
in England (Henry Eckford). Wilder
station and Wilder Creek were named after
Mr. Wilder. Sidney Ketchum (Marshall
Founder) met Wilder in Detroit and they
traveled to Marshall (November 9 to 23,
1831). A few highlights the Wilder journal:
Tuesday Nov 22 – Bought a fine
pony of Isaac Swain at $40, about 24
miles from this to Marshall, without
a house, which we intend to travel
tomorrow. Snow remains on the
ground, chilly weather.
Wednesday Nov 23 – Swain put us
on the Indian trail, passed over a very
beautiful, rich and open country of oak
and burr oak openings. Five miles to
Spring Brook, a deep stream 12 feet
wide and 4 or 5 feet deep. Clear and
quick, took off saddles and drove the
horses through, struggled hard to get
out. We walked over on an Indian
bridge. In 2 or 3 miles came in sight
of the Kalamazoo on our left, about
2 rods wide, deep and current strong,
running 5 miles an hour. Natural
meadows on the margin of 50 to 100
rods wise. Some wet and other places dry. Extensive Burr plains on the
south side of river, appeared very superior. Saw several deer, views extensive; from Spring Brook, the land was
good but not so choice rising gently

Remembrance, from page 1
Hospitality and generosity are two
words that come to mind when thinking of
Jim Leonard. He was well known for his
demos at Restaurant Food Shows where
he would serve fried fish and onion rings
dipped in Drake’s Batter Mix. Lyn and Jim
started hosting a pig roast and Christmas
parties for friends before moving to
Marshall. That tradition was continued in
Marshall until 2010.
Jim was raised in NW Detroit and
attended Redford High School. He played
football at Wayne State University, served
in the U. S. Army, and then graduated
from Western Michigan University. He
worked for GM prior to joining Drake’s
Batter Mix in 1968 as sales manager. He
later purchased the company and retired
as the CEO. His son Louis now runs the
company. We thank Drake’s Batter Mix
and the Leonard Family for choosing
Marshall as home.

back from the river, scattering white
oak but little underwood, in many
places none. Soil covered with thick
dried herbage, passed several Indian
huts but no Indians. Saw their tracks.
At 1 o’clock came out on the main
western road on our right near Abbots
and about 7 miles from Marshall. Our
ponies performed well. Am pleased
with my purchase. From Abbots to
Marshall, the land is very beautiful
and inviting, oak plains gently undulating, many lots of 50 to 100 acres,
ready for the plough, nearly all taken
up on the road. Two miles from Marshall passed a beautiful lake or pond
fed by springs covering 20 or30 acres,
full of fine fish. Should have liked it
for a location and at 4 o’clock arrived
at Ketchum’s making about 25 miles
this day. Ketchum nearly sick, myself
fatigued but well. Took supper with
Ketchum and went on 60 rods to a tavern kept by the Reverend Pierce from
Madison County.
Thursday Nov 24 – Rested and rode
west down the river to Bear Creek on
the Seminary Lands, country good,
small lake and large meadows.
Friday Nov 25 – Rode on South side
of river with Dr. Hayes to a small lake
and a mile further to a creek having
a good mill seat. Lands excellent.
Distance 3 or 4 miles S. E. Snow on
the ground.
Our second eye witness report comes
from the diary of Reverend Elijah Holmes
Pilcher who was a Methodist Circuit Rider.
This account is in A History of the United
Methodist Church 1830-2005 Centerville,
Michigan by Leland W. Thornton. In
1831 he was appointment to the Tecumseh

Possible view of the 1831 Territorial Road/trail in the Marshall area
circuit of the Ann Arbor District. Marshall
and six other communities were included
in his circuit. He planned his first trip from
Ann Arbor to Marshall and was then going
to travel 25 miles south to Coldwater. At
that time, the east-west Territorial Road
(trail) existed but nothing going north or
south from Marshall. He later recalled his
1831 attempt to travel from Marshall to
Coldwater:
Having hired a man to go with me
to find the way to Coldwater, we set
out. Left my clothes and books at
Marshall and filled my saddlebags
with oats for the horses and bread and
raw pork for ourselves. We supplied
ourselves with an ax, a gun, a pocket
compass and a map and so started to
find our way to Coldwater. We wallowed through marshes and creeks as
we came to them; we marked the trees
on the south side, so that we could

follow the same way back….. Thus,
we continued until night overtook us.
Wet and tired, we kindled a fire, made
a hut of brush, roasted our meat, and
ate supper and went to bed after family
prayer. My great-coat made my bed,
my saddle and saddle-bags my pillow.
Slept some. The wolves howled most
hideously most of the night.
The next day Pilcher gave up and
returned to Marshall and finally went
back to Ann Arbor. He then approached
Coldwater from the east following the
Chicago Road. After preaching there, he
went north and found his blazes and by
following them north arrived in Marshall.

Z A R Z U E L A
Spanish-Mediterranean
Deliciously Different Cuisine
Lunch | Dinner | Take-out
Catering |Holiday Parties

Gift Certificates | Desserts

James Leonard (left) carving the pork with his son Louis at annual pig roast

Monday -Thursday 11am-9pm
Friday 11 am - 10 pm
Saturday 11am-11pm

QUALTEK, INC.

Ph: 269-789-9180

SCREW MACHINE JOB SHOP PRODUCTS
SINCE 1966
SINGLE & MULTIPLE SPINDLE MACHINES

1611 Brooks Drive • Marshall, MI 49068
Phone: 269-781-2835 • Fax 269-781-9210

301 E. Michigan Ave., Marshall
www.zarzuelamarshall.net
Facebook: Zarzuela In Marshall

IF BUYING or SELLING A HOME

I'd Love to be of assistance
NANCY STULBERG
2016 BCAAR Realtor of the Year
ABR, SRES Realtor

REAL ESTATE ONE

ROSEMARY DAVIS
(269)274-2574 Mobile
nancy.stulberg@gmail.com
Professional, Committed, & Loyal
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Year in Review and Looking Forward
By Scott Fleming
Without a doubt, the past year has been a
great one for the Marshall Area Economic
Development Alliance (MAEDA) as our
team worked to help the community in the
areas of small business, chamber, tourism,
and economic development.
Our team made over 1,250 visits to area
businesses to learn more about them, their
services, and ways MAEDA can assist in
meeting their goals. In addition to providing networking opportunities, business incentives, small business education, ribbon
cuttings and “We Noticed” presentations,
we’ve also increased communication via
social media, our website, The Loop email
newsletter, newspaper ads, kiosks, and brochures. These outlets allow us to help promote those small businesses.
We have big plans to introduce visitors
near and far to our town. In 2017 - 2018,
Marshall hosted twelve tours, bringing
hundreds of visitors. Our Facebook page,
Choose Marshall, topped 12,000 likes at
the end of 2017. Marshall’s first Skeleton Fest last September was featured in
the San Francisco Chronicle and the Wall
Street Journal; the events surrounding the
premier of “The House with a Clock in its
Walls” drew attention from the Orlando
Sentinel and numerous Michigan outlets.

In August, the Chicago Tribune featured
an article entirely on Marshall in its Travel Section. The more activities and events
in town for visitors and residents alike, the
more community support and participation, the more prosperity we will all see.
What is the biggest excitement happening right now? Economic development.
Marshall recently has been chosen for multiple developments and expansions, so stay
tuned for construction updates. In the past
year, MAEDA has helped grow the economy with 338 new industrial jobs, with a
capital investment of $886,910,000.00, including the new 1000-megawatt Marshall
Electric Center. On the small business side,
we helped attract and welcome 11 new
downtown businesses, with 60 new jobs,
and a capital investment of over $4 million.
Downtown occupancy is currently 96%,
nearly unheard of in a city of our size. New
businesses are opening and existing businesses are thriving.
In 2019, we are expecting our industrial growth to exceed $150,000,000.00,
with additional retail and services to
increase their capital investment by
$120,000,000.00. These are all conservative projections, based on solid prospect
interest. This is Marshall’s time for additional growth and progress.

Marshall Energy
Center –
groundbreaking
will occur the
Summer of 2019.

Brooks Industrial Park

The Marshall Area Economic Development Alliance Board of Directors and staff
say “thank you.” Thank you to a community that supports our endeavors, thank you

to the volunteers for their dedication, thank
you to the businesses that partner with us
and help promote and enhance Marshall.

Railroad Future, from page 2
the Kalamazoo River; however, the track
never reached beyond Adrian. The first
train arrived in Adrian on October 1, 1836.
In 1837 the E&K won the rights to bring
the all important “Great Western Mail”.
After Detroit became the gateway to the
Great Lakes and west, it didn’t take long for
planners to think about crossing Michigan
and onward to Lake Michigan & Chicago.
There were even three proposals in 1837: a
“Northern” line: St. Clair to Grand Haven
which did not immediately come to reality,
a “Central” line: Detroit to St. Joseph, and a
“Southern” line: Monroe (on Lake Erie) to
New Buffalo. Financial panics in Michigan
and elsewhere tremendously shook up the
planning and execution of railroads around
this time. This forced mergers and often
failures of lines to be built.
On June 29, 1832 a small private
organization had chartered the Detroit
& St. Joseph Railroad. Unfortunately, it
quickly ran into financial problems and was
almost abandoned. The City of Detroit and
State of Michigan bailed out the railroad
in 1837. The company, now state-owned,
was renamed the Central Railroad of
Michigan. It emerged as a viable railroad
and progressed slowly westward, from
Ypsilanti, Dexter, Ann Arbor, then Jackson
and Albion.
The first powered train finally arrived
in Marshall on August 10, 1844. The
locomotive, believed to be named “The
Little Antelope”, was a wood burning
machine that traveled the 12 miles west
from Albion in 40 minutes. Marshall’s
railroad history had begun.
By 1846 the state-owned railroads (the
Central & Southern routes) were far in
debt. The State of Michigan sold both for
$2.5 million to private companies having
already spent $3 million. The line through
Marshall was renamed the “Michigan
Central Railroad”. The first passenger
train station was a small building and
“eatery” on what is now Hart St. Frequent
derailments from the initial track’s sharp

Possible view of the 1831 Territorial Road/trail in the Marshall area
turn north prompted the railroad to
straighten the tracks through the southern
part of town. With this improvement came
the first planned railroad machine shops,
roundhouse, a warehouse, and hotel.
The track building continued westward
past Kalamazoo but by then a decision
was made to go all the way to Chicago,
discarding the initial proposal to end
at St. Joseph’s for a boat across Lake
Michigan. On May 21, 1852, after complex
negotiations, the line was considered
complete from Detroit to Chicago.
All was not well in the railroad world in
the late 1850’s and early 1860’s. Working
on the railroad was dangerous and poorly
paid. As the story goes, twelve men met
under an elm tree at the home of Jared
Thompson at 633 W. Hanover St., Marshall, in April of 1863 to discuss forming a
labor union. These discussions lead to the
founding of International Brotherhood of
the Footboard, later called the Int’l. Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers, it was
the first successful transportation union in

J & L Manufacturing
As a proud member of Marshall’s industrial family,
we support and applaud the service and
charitable contributions that the
Rotary Club gives to our community.
Jim & Laura Dominique

American history, and has grown to include
all major train operating professions, now
known as the Brotherhood of Locomotive
Engineers and Trainmen (BLET)
No history of the US can avoid noting
the importance, yet horrible consequences
of the Civil War from 1861-65. The rapidly
developing railroads played a key role in
Michigan at the time. Marshall’s strategic
location between two huge Midwest
cities, the vastly improved management
of the railroad, and the great Marshall
community growth & spirit prompted the
railroad to build a much larger and grander
train station in 1864, known as the “Forbes
House” the third of four that have served
the Marshall Community. PT Barnum and
US Grant and family are known to have
signed into this depot and hotel. In 1865 a
new turntable and roundhouse were built to
replace a twenty year old wooden structure.
In 1889 the large Forbes House Hotel &
Depot were moved from the south side to
the north side of the tracks. An enormous
project no doubt, it was later re-modeled

with a tall tower. It had an Octagon
Baggage House, a unique structure that is
now located north of Marshall on Ken and
Lyne Wirtz’s property.
On May 10, 1869 the “Golden Spike”
was driven home on the “Transcontinental
Railroad” at Promontory Point, Utah by
Leland Stanford. The decades after the
Civil War witnessed a massive expansion
of Michigan’s railroad network. In 1865
the state possessed roughly 1,000 miles
of track; by 1890 it had 9,000 miles.
Optimistic overbuilding of rail lines
occurred and financial disasters became
common.
Marshall’s railroad importance declined
substantially in the early 1870’s for
several reasons. In 1872 a fire destroyed
the large developing industrial section
of southern Marshall near the union of
the Rice Creek and Kalamazoo River.
Known as Perrinville, it was named after
the industrialist Horace Perrin, Marshall’s
wealthiest resident at the time. It was hoped
to be the bustling area centrally located on
the never built “Marshall, Coldwater, and
Mackinac Railroad” which planned to run
north-south, connecting with the Michigan
Central RR and running way up to a
“Northern Pacific” connection. Way ahead
of its time, the route is identical to modern
day Interstate 69.
The final blow came in 1874 when the
Michigan Central moved all its shops and
employees to Jackson, MI apparently due to
an unresolved conflict over taxes. Marshall
then declined in population falling behind
Battle Creek as Dr. Kellogg’s Sanitarium,
multiple cereal businesses, and Grand
Trunk Western RR developed.
Another railroad, the “Michigan and
Ohio” came through town in 1883 later
building Marshall’s second roundhouse
and shops. It was the east-west arm of
the Cincinnati, Jackson and Mackinaw
Railroad. With frequent name changes
it eventually became the Detroit, Toledo
Railroad Future continued on page 8
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Robert Livingston Dickey – Marshall’s Best Kept Secret

By Susan Collins
Life brings us many interesting little
moments that lead to great discoveries.
In August of 2008, I received a telephone
call from a lady in Baltimore, MD who
was researching a paper for a college
course. She had developed a fascination
with an illustrator by the name of Robert
Livingston Dickey.
Born during the Civil War, Mr. Dickey
was an illustrator for the Saturday Evening
Post, did 13 covers for Look Magazine and
illustrated numerous cartoon strips and
books. She thought the most famous was
“Mr. and Mrs. Beans”, a cartoon strip that
ran weekly in the Saturday Evening Post.
He was Marshall’s most famous artist and
none of us knew anything about him.
Barbara Kempisty told me that Mr.
Livingston was born on a farm outside of
Marshall and that he is buried in Oakridge
Cemetery. She was having great difficulty
finding anything on his family...his wife’s
maiden name, his children’s names, his
siblings, etc. Having lead the cemetery
walks since my husband’s death and
accompanying him for many years prior
to that, I had never heard of this man. I
began my search with the city sexton,
Mike Hackworth. He pointed me to Robert
Dickey’s grave at the back of the family’s
plot.
The Dickey family had been in Marshall
from the very beginning. His mother’s
father, Claudius Beech was making firearms
in a small house at the site of what is now
a dance studio between Craft Photography
and the Magic Museum. He was doing that
in 1844, just 13 years after Marshall was
settled. Robert Dickey learned to draw
from his mother’s sister. Here is an edited
version of his own life story as he wrote it
in “The Mentor” in May 1929.
“In the beginning I loved animals
because I was brought up among
them. All my time as a child was spent
with dogs and horses. My mother’s
father was a Yankee gunsmith who

Dog drawing by Robert L. Dickey
had immigrated to the Midwest early
in his life. Claudius Beach did his
darnedest to make a good shot out of
me, but I couldn’t ‘hit a flock of barns
with a baseball bat’. I was always
more interested in the dogs. Even
as a young fellow, it was much more
interesting watching the dogs than the
prey. Grandfather Beach had a knack
for engraving the locks and breech
plates of his guns with hunting scenes.
That was the beginning of my interest
in dogs---the bird dogs of my maternal
grandfather. From my father’s family
I got my love of horses. They bred,
raised and then raced them. I was
always around and underfoot in the
stables. There was even a small race
track in my town. I loved to draw the
animals. The Youth’s Companion’
first published a drawing of mine of a
pony and cart when I was just eight.”

After that there was one after another
drawing entered in competition by his
mother or himself. He won blue ribbons
at the Calhoun County Fair. He even won
money, which surprised both him and his
parents. By the time he was twelve he
was engaged to draw a portrait of a prizewinning Merino ram. He earned $2.00 for
that effort in the mid 1870’s. “I had no
academic training in drawing in my youth.
I found that a man would spend money to
have a picture of his race horse when he
wouldn’t spend it for a picture of his wife.”
His first opportunity to make pictures
seriously was in “The Horse Review,” a
well-known turf paper. By then he worked
in Newport, RI. He did portraits of all the
celebrated horses of the 1890’s. He then
discovered dogs. From there his career
was “off to the races” as he developed his
true talents. He still found time to illustrate
the first English version of Anna Sewell’s

Black Beauty drawing by
Robert L. Dickey
Black Beauty in 1911.
His most famous work of the time was an
illustrated feature in the Saturday Evening
Post entitled “Mr. and Mrs. Beans.” It was
what we today would call a weekly cartoon
about the life of two Boston terriers and the
daily life a dog family. Many of the strips
were later compiled into a book with the
same name. He did the illustrations for the
covers of thirteen issues of Look magazine.
Over the next thirty years Mr. Dickey
owned many different breeds of dogs
but the Boston Terriers were always his
favorites. He illustrated many books about
dogs, including several by Robert Terhune
who wrote the “Lad” series. This is just
the beginning of a wonderful exploration
into the life of Robert Livingston Dickey.
He died in 1944 in Cleveland, where he
was living with a nephew. He is buried in
Marshall’s own Oakridge Cemetery in one
of two Dickey plots.

Railroad Exhibit Extended to 2019

A CATALYST FOR
OUR COMMUNITY.
Chemical Bank aims to create a
personal bond with each community
we serve and every small business,
family or customer that walks in our
door. Learn more at ChemicalBank.com.

Beron’s

Tree Service
Expert Felling • Trimming
Stump Removal
– Free Estimates
– Fully Insured
– Prompt Service
Serving the Historic Marshall
Area since 1978

Joel & Holly Irish
269-781-2462

By Rotarian Bill Mabin
On Aug. 10, 1844, the first wood-burning
“iron horse” came puffing into Marshall
from the east with Zenos Tillotson, the
town’s flamboyant stagecoach driver,
sitting atop the tender of the Little Antelope
exhorting the engineer to “whip’er up.” It
had taken 40 minutes to come from Albion.
That is the description of the first
train arrival in Marshall from Richard
Carver’s book “A History of Marshall.”
The Marshall Historical Museum at the
GAR Hall, had a special exhibit for 2018
recognizing Marshall’s role as a railroad
center and a key stop on the Michigan
Central line between Detroit and Chicago.
The exhibit will continue during 2019
when the museum reopens.

BATTER
MIX
COMPANY
1631 Pratt Avenue • Marshall, MI 49068
269-781-3911
Manufacturer of various
dry mixes, specializing in
batter mixes, breading mixes,
biscuit, pancake and waffle mixes.
Celebrating over 78 years
in business.

The exhibit includes vintage photographs, maps, and artifacts from the
city’s railroad history. According to Jerry
Lehmann, Marshall Historical Society
board member, the materials were taken
from the society’s archives along with
many items from the personal collection
of local resident and railroad retiree
Wayne Marshall. Lehmann said Marshall’s
involvement and knowledge made this
exhibit possible. “The Marshall Historical
Society is very grateful to Wayne for his
time, effort, and generosity,” he added.
In an era when engines had a limited
running distance, trains between Detroit
and Chicago stopped in Marshall to change
engines. This gave passengers time for a
meal, and Marshall became known as the

“chicken-pie” stop. The depot hotel served
passengers but also became the town’s
social center. Marshall was the location for
repair facilities for the Michigan Central
Railroad and the Detroit, Toledo and
Milwaukee Railroad.
Marshall’s importance as a rail center
began a decline in the late 1800s. The
Michigan Central repair facility moved to
Jackson. Longer-running locomotives and
dining cars eliminated the need for lengthy
stops here. Regular rail service would
continue into the 1950s. In 1991, portions
of the old DT&M roundhouse were moved
to Greenfield Village where the roundhouse was replicated.
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Three New Markers – Three Fascinating Stories
By Bob Lowman, Historic Marker Guy
The Marshall Historical Society is in
charge of our local historic markers. There
are currently 41 State approved historic
markers in the Marshall Area. For the past
14 years I have been the marker man with
the help of Rotarian Marty Overhiser. He
has a pickup truck so when we have new
installs or repairs we load up and call
ourselves “Two Old Men and A Truck.”
We have researched and submitted 3
new historic marker applications to the
Michigan Historical Commission. They
should get approved and installed in 2019.
The three stories in this article are an
expanded version of what will appear on
the new historic markers.
Rotarian Bill Mabin has led an effort to
create video clips for each of the existing
markers. These can be viewed by going
to marshallhistoricalsociety.org, click on
About Us, click on Marshall Historical
Markers, and then click on Where History
Is Alive 1 or 2. Marshall’s colorful history
comes alive through these “History on a
Stick” as coined by Rotarian and Historian
John Collins.

EAGLE OPERA HOUSE
The Eagle Block was built in 1867
with five storefronts on State Street (now
Michigan Ave.) and one store front on
Eagle Street. The third floor housed the
Eagle Opera House. Originally, the third
floor was used as a public hall and in 1870
the space was converted and remodeled
into the Eagle Opera House.
The only entrance/exit to the opera house
was on Eagle Street. Outside steps led to
a second floor ticket office and then inside
stairs led to the third floor. On December
30, 1903, more than 600 persons were
burned, suffocated or trampled to death in
the Chicago Iroquois Theater fire. It was
the deadliest theater fire in U. S. history.
This holocaust led to new federal and
local fire regulations, which caused many
second and third floor theaters to close.
On January 15, 1904, two weeks after the

Chicago fire, Marshall’s Common Council
voted to permanently close the Eagle Opera
House. It had served Marshall’s residents
for more than 34 years. Today, the third
floor area has deteriorated with only the
prosceniums and crescent-shaped gallery
remaining in place.
The auditorium seated over 500 people
and was Marshall’s focal point for
community entertainment and activates.
The Opera House hosted 316 dramatic
performances, six Shakespearean plays,
18 Uncle Tom’s Cabin productions,
63 minstrel and variety-vaudeville
presentations, amateur concerts/vocal/
instrumental performances, and high
school graduation ceremonies.

WOLVERINE RANGERS
In the spring of 1849, 65 men mostly
from Marshall and Calhoun County caught
“Gold Fever” and traveled overland to seek
their fortunes in California. They called
themselves the Wolverine Rangers and left
Independence, Missouri in mid-May and
arrived in the gold fields six months later.
They took an unproven cut-off trail
of an extra 400 miles and thus had to
abandon their stock and wagons with
winter approaching in the Serra Nevada
Mountains. They struggled on foot for
several weeks in the rain and snow near
starving before finally reaching the gold
fields. There is no record of any of them
getting their fortunes with about half
returning home and the rest remaining in
California.
James Pratt was a 30 year-old editor/
lawyer who caught “Gold Fever” and his
newspaper articles tempted other men to
become infected. He published notices
about forming an overland company and
was the key person in helping the Wolverine
Rangers get organized. He resigned his
editorship of the Marshall Statesman to
become the Rangers’ agent and traveled
ahead of the group to Independence,
Missouri to purchase stock, wagons and
supplies. Markers continued on page 8

The stage of Eagle Opera House at the beginning of the Twentieth Century

This is a drawing where the Eagle Street entrance and exit was located for the
Eagle Opera House which was closed in 1904. In 1903 over 600 people died in
the Chicago Iroquois theater fire.

History Happy Hour (H3) Group Started

By Chelsea Johnson,
Marshall District Library
On September 14th, the first meeting
of the History Happy Hour took place at
Marshall’s Governor’s Mansion. The event
was organized by Patty Parker, of the Mary
Marshall Chapter of the D.A.R.; Jennifer
Wood, local history archivist for Albion
District Library; and Chelsea Johnson,
local history and genealogy librarian for
Marshall District Library. The purpose of
H3 is to encourage individuals who are
passionate about local history topics to
meet and discuss their interests in a casual,
inviting environment.
The first event drew a crowd of 30
history enthusiasts, and featured local
history trivia, an informal meet-and-greet,
and a presentation by Wayne Marshall on
the history of railroads in the Marshall
area. He discussed the types of engines

Palmers
Hairstyling
106 N. Eagle St.
Marshall, MI
49068
269-781-3242

that would have been seen traveling
the rails; the fate of structures like the
Marshall roundhouse, which was used for
maintenance and storage; and the existence
of “ghost lines,” which were incomplete
or abandoned before they could be used.
Marshall also brought with him several
photographs, antique railroad lanterns,
and a container of ballast (crushed stones)
– so attendees could experience the rough
terrain on which railroad workers spend
their days.
The group will continue to meet on a
monthly or bimonthly basis, and can be
followed at the Facebook page:https://
www.facebook.com/HistoryHappyHour
Michigan/, or contacted by email at historyhappyhourh3@gmail.com. Notices of
upcoming meetings in Marshall can also
be found in the Ad-visor or at the Marshall
District Library.

Eric Dale

Wayne Marshall shared local railroad history with attendees at the first meeting
of the newly formed History Happy Hour Group

Service & Installation

President

18935 15-1/2 Mile Rd. | 269-781-4293

16969 Burlington Dr. (Off North Old 27)
www.EricDaleHeatingAC.com
Tel: 269-781-775 1 Fax: 269-781-8040

Restaurant, Professional Dinner Theatre,
Fudge Shoppe, Old-Fashioned Ice Cream Parlour,
Gift Shoppes, Special Events all year long.
Camp Turkeyville RV Resort.

McClellan3Estates

Apartments

A Management Resources Development Property

15881 McClellan Dr., Marshall, MI 49068
P: 269.781.7984 • F: 269.781.9166
mcclellan3estates@mrdapartments.com
www.mcclellan3estatesapts.com
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Introducing the New Rotary Scholars
By Rotarian Jeff Greene
In the spring of 2018 the Marshall Rotary
Club was excited to offer a new scholarship
to the Marshall High School community.
This was accomplished by revising the
terms of our longstanding Gauss Loan
Fund which had been in operation since
1931. The club felt that a scholarship fund
was more in keeping with the needs of our
graduating seniors, and so the scholarship
was established with funds that had
previously been loaned and repaid many
times over the past years.
Qualifications for the scholarships
included financial need, community
involvement, personal as well as educator
recommendations and an essay question
which reflected the values of Rotary
International.
The oversight of this new scholarship
was put in the hands of the Marshall
Community Foundation and a review
committee of Rotarians made the ultimate
selections. The first two highly-qualified
recipients were Will Rayner to attend the
Air Force Academy and Maddy Hazel to
attend Western Michigan University. The
scholarships were awarded during one of
our weekly luncheon meetings in June,
with family representatives present.
Scholarship applications for 2019 will
be available through the MCF in early
spring.

Tell Me
About
Rotary

First Marshall Rotary Scholars, Will Rayner and Maddy Hazel were honored at
a club meeting in June

Nottawa
Crossing
Farms
Greg Karns

Marshall’s Premiere Pet Care Facility for
Professional Grooming, Doggie Play Care & More!

(269) 781-2509
13416 Preston Drive, Marshall
www.marshalldoggiespa.com

8566 13 Mile Road, Marshall, MI
FARM FRESH: Brown Eggs,
Processed Pork, Whole, Half & Pkg.,
Chicken, Hay & Straw
~ Delivery Available ~

What is Rotary - Rotary International is
a global network of 1.2 million neighbors,
friends, leaders, and problem-solvers who
see the world where people unite and take
action to create lasting change – across
the globe, in our communities, and in
ourselves.
What we do – Rotary members believe
that we have a shared responsibility to
take action on our world’s most persistent
issues. Our 35,000+ clubs around the
world work together to: promote peace;
fight disease; provide clean water,
sanitation, and hygiene; save mothers and
children; support education; and grow
local economies.
Rotary Mission - We provide service
to others, promote integrity, and advance
world understanding, goodwill, and
peace through our fellowship of business,
professional, and community leaders.
Marshall Club – Rotary was founded in
1909 by Paul Harris a Chicago Attorney.
The Marshall Rotary Club was started in
1924 and stresses ‘service above self’.
Find more information at these sites:
Rotarymarshallmi.org
district6360.com
Rotary.org

269-967-3269
gkarns7@aol.com

Best Wishes to the Marshall Rotary Club
for its many contributions
to the community.
Allegiant Legal
Carol Mackenzie PLLC
Eldon J Vincent
Feneley & Bennett Law
Housley Peters Law
John B Sullivan
John Brundage Law
Midway Law Firm
Schaeffer Law Office
Schroeder DeGraw
Vreeland Law
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Railroad Future, from page 4
and Milwaukee or more appropriately the
“Damned Tired, and Miserable” as it was
never terribly successful and never grew
beyond 93 miles. It was slowly taken over
and carved up by Vanderbilt’s Michigan
Central and Lake Shore lines and others,
closing by the 1930’s. Importantly the
DT&M roundhouse in Marshall, long
in disrepair, was partially rescued in the
1990’s when The Greenfield Village and
Henry Ford Museum moved parts of the
roundhouse to the Village and in 1999
rebuilt the structure based on the Marshall
design.
The Chicago-Detroit corridor served
by the Michigan Central and its parent,
the New York Central System thrived for
many decades. Marshall’s station saw
significant activity. In 1916, 98% of all
commercial intercity travelers in the United States moved by rail, and the remaining
2% moved by inland waterways.
The development of the automobile, the
interstate highway system and later, safe
air travel, profoundly impacted passenger
rail service. Trucks using interstate highways ultimately reduced local rail freight
traffic to unsustainable levels. The damage
was done. By 1968 The NY Central System
was forced to merge with the Pennsylvania RR as Penn-Central. The merger went
bankrupt after only 2 years. Conrail was
formed in 1976 by combining a number
of other Northeastern bankrupt railroads.
Turning a profit in 1980 it was privatized
in 1987. In 1999 Conrail stopped running
trains as the lines were divided equally
between the NS (Norfolk-Southern) and
CSX (itself a combination of many early
railroads, notably the B&O, the C&O, and
Seaboard Coast Line).

Marshall lost scheduled passenger service in the early 1960’s. A small depot, the
remnant of the much larger structure had
served as Marshall’s railroad link since
1939. In 1969 the structure was sold for
salvage and then burned to the ground.
Passenger service in the US deteriorated
terribly. In 1971 President Nixon signed
the Rail Passenger Service Act, setting up
Amtrak to run the country’s long distance
train services with a transition date of May
1, 1971. Since then, Amtrak has been in
charge of the majority of non-commuter
passenger rail traffic.
Using Penn-Central, then Conrail, then
NS tracks, Amtrak continued service along
the Michigan Line between Chicago and
Dearborn/Detroit passing through Marshall. In 1976 Amtrak acquired the track
from Porter, IN to Kalamazoo, MI and
started making major improvements. Today it is the longest stretch of track owned
by Amtrak outside the Northeast Corridor
(Boston-NYC-Philadelphia-Washington
DC) and speeds of 110 MPH are standard.
In 2012 MDOT purchased 135 miles of
the rail corridor between Kalamazoo and
Dearborn from Norfolk Southern Railway
(NS). Thanks to $347 million in federal
American Recovery and Reinvestment
Act and High-Speed Intercity Passenger
Rail Program funding, MDOT was able to
acquire the track and right-of-way and is
making major improvements to the line to
improve speed and safety.
Currently there are four trains arriving
in Battle Creek from Chicago and four
trains leaving Battle Creek for Chicago on
a daily basis (8 total). They are all part of
Amtrak’s “Michigan Service”. One other
scheduled Michigan Service train is the

“Pere Marquette” from Chicago to Grand
Rapids on different tracks. Battle Creek is
an Amtrak crew change location and is a
complex crossing between the Canadian
National (old: Grand Trunk Western) and
MDOT (previously NS) tracks.
One of the four Battle Creek trains,
“The Blue Water” heads northeast toward
East Lansing, Flint, and Port Huron on
CN tracks. The three east-bound and three
west-bound trains a day through Marshall
(6 total) connect Chicago with Ann Arbor/
Dearborn/Detroit/Pontiac. These six trains
are all part of the “Wolverine Service”.
One Michigan Service train stops at Albion daily in each direction. At 8:19 AM
the west-bound leaves for Chicago arriving 10:32 AM. The 5:50 PM Chicago departure arrives in Albion at 9:54 PM and
later Detroit at 11:54 PM. A wonderful
schedule!
Riding Amtrak has advantages over the
alternatives to and from downtown Chicago and Detroit. Driving is not likely faster
and can be more hazardous in bad weather.
Rail is, by far, the most environmentally
sound way to travel, using 30 percent less
energy per passenger mile than cars and 20
percent less than planes. Business conversations or recreational reading in a relaxed
non-distracted manner are possible.
Addendum: While clearly of historical
importance, I did not include the history of
the interurban rail system that served Marshall and surrounding towns. I encourage
readers to pursue their interest in this system by reviewing Richard Carver’s wonderful book as well as a number of other
resources, including Marshall’s historic Interurban Depot, the home of Walter’s Gasoline Museum at 220 W. Michigan Ave.

Below is a list of several web sites that served as references for this article.
Carver, Richard A History of Marshall1 1993
http://www.marp.org/
http://www.michiganrailroads.com/
https://www.house.mi.gov/hfa/PDF/Transportation/Transportation_Subcmte_Testimony_Amtrak_Fact_Sheet_fy16.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/mdot/0,4616,7-151-22444---,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/mdot/0,4616,7-151-22444_56481---,00.html
https://www.amtrak.com/content/dam/projects/dotcom/english/public/documents/timetables/Michigan-Services-Schedule-071618.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mdot/Michigan_Railroad_History_506899_7.pdf
https://www.vacationsbyrail.com/train-travel-resources/traveling-by-train/tips-and-advice/traveling-green-trains-as-eco-friendly-transportation
https://history.amtrak.com/amtraks-history/historic-timeline
http://www.michiganrailroads.com/stations-locations/77-calhoun-county-13/583-marshall-mi
http://www.michiganrailroads.com/stations-locations/77-calhoun-county-13/585-marshall-mi-mcrr-facilities
https://www.railpassengers.org/all-aboard/tools-info/ridership-statistics/
https://www.railpassengers.org/site/assets/files/3465/22.pdf
DT&M:
https://pulaskitownship.org/pdfs/railroad_went_no_where.pdf
http://www.southernmichiganrailroad.com/about/our-history.html
ADDITIONAL HISTORY OF Marshall’s INTERURBANS
https://www.marshallmich.com/history/interurbanhist2.shtml
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On the trail west he wrote letters back to
the newspaper to keep readers, friends, and
families abreast of their progress on the
trail. He became discouraged after a short
time in the “gold diggings” and headed
to San Francisco where he opened a law
office. He died a tragic death at age 45 in
California.
PATENT MEDICINE TOWN
Marshall, once known as “patent
medicine town,” had over 50 medicine
companies.
The medicine industry
flourished in America until the Pure Food
and Drug Act of 1906 regulated the trade.
Marshall provides a microcosm of the
industry.
The H. A. Perterman Co. (1881-1890)
and Sharpsteen’s Family Medicines
(1873-1950) introduced Marshall to many
new marketing techniques, from mailorder to medicine shows. The Voltaic
Belt Co. (1881-1893), Crystal’s Electric
Belts, (1893-1905), L. F. Page Co. (18911991), and H. A. Horton (1916-1928) all
sold remedies for “lost manhood.” The
C. E. Gauss Co. (1901-1924), E. T. Page
Co. (1893-1969) and McWelthy’s Home
Treatment (1933-1938) were exclusively
mail-order.
Success for the F. A. Stuart Co. (18931956) and Brooks Rupture Appliance Co.
(1880-2000) encouraged others to join
the trade. The decade 1895-1905 marked
Marshall’s “Golden Age” with 37 new
medicine companies with only a few
somewhat successful.
Two of Marshall’s Patent Medicine/
Appliance businesses stood out for their
legitimate products and services. Their
leaders, Frank A. Stuart and Rotarian
Harold B. Brooks, were known for
their business acumen and community
philanthropy. The F. A. Stuart Company’s
main product was “Stuart’s Dyspepsia
Tablets” which he developed with his
brother-in-law Dr. William F. Church.
He marketed his products in major U. S.
and international newspapers plus Sears
Roebuck and Montgomery Ward catalogs.
Charles E. Brooks founded the Brook’s
Rupture Appliance Company. He designed
a rupture appliance belt that helped him
overcome a personal injury. The company
hit its stride when his son Harold B.
Brooks joined the company and initiated
his advertising program. At its prime years
the company had eight branches in the U.
S. and international cities. Both Frank
and Harold were community leaders who
shared their wealth in many ways with
their hometown Marshall.
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HISTORIC BEDROOM
EXHIBIT

MHS OFFICE/
OPERATIONS

STEPS INTO
BASEMENT
BELOW DECK

NOTE: WINGS ARE
SYMMETRICAL

REPLICATED DECK
AND RAILING
5' - 6"

12' - 0"

11' - 0"

11' - 0"

This floor plan
shows the
proposed
Honolulu House
Museum Sleeping
Wings

N

HONOLULU HOUSE REAR WING AND DECK REPLICATION

FIRST FLOOR PLAN
SCALE: 1/8" = 1'-0"

Schematic design drawing for proposed reconstruction of the Honolulu House
Museum sleeping wings.

Honolulu House Sleeping Wings – Coming Back Soon?
By George Whelan,
President Marshall Historical Society
I am excited to report that the Marshall
Historical Society Board of Directors has
approved and financed an architectural
schematic design of the original Honolulu
House sleeping wings with the ultimate
intension to historically reconstruct the
missing structures. These bedrooms
were part of the 1860 construction, but
were removed approximately 100 years

ago. They extended to the west from
the north and the south ends of the main
building.  The sleeping rooms were each
about 11 foot square with a hallway
connecting to the main house.
The design was completed by Randy
Case, Architecture + design of Battle
Creek.  His design is based on information
from historic photographs and a hand dig to
locate the original foundations.  Tentative
thinking is that the south sleeping wing

Left to right, Beth Martin (Marshall Rotary), Vivian Davis (Albion Rotary), Eryn Lewis (Parma
Western High School), and Victory Stovall (Marshall High School). Eryn and Victory attended
the 2018 Rotary Youth Leadership camp and were sponsored by the Albion Rotary club.

would be furnished as a bedroom would
have been in the 1880s, keeping with the
theme of the main house museum.  The
north wing will most likely be used as
the museum office.   The space under the
additions would be used for storage.  A
porch, as originally existed, will be added
on the west side of the house to provide
access to the wings from the outside.  
The project architect has estimated
the reconstruction cost will range from

$230,000 to $260,000 including construction, architects, engineers, and contingency.  A working group is being formed to
explore fund raising options and opportunities.  If you would like more information
or would like to help see this long standing
dream come true for a prominent Marshall
asset, call the Historical Society at 269781-8544.

These are the charter members of the new Rotary Interact Club. Front row board members (left to right) are Mady Frielund
- Secretary, Karlee Malone – Treasurer, Cassie Porter – Vice President, and Victory Stovall – President. Middle row (left to
right) Sharde Estelle, Delaney Hope, Mara Wilson, Aaliyah Roberts, Jamiyah Funderburg, and Belevia Stovall. Back row (left
to right) Emily Muggio, Cedriana March, Madison Eggleston, Kennedy Eggleston, Ihaja Metz, and Ayo Olapade.

Rotary Interact Club
started at Marshall
High School

By Rotarian Marty Overhiser
Students at Marshall High School have
organized a Rotary Interact Club. There
are 18 charter members in this leadership
building and community service group.
The new club is being co-sponsored by the
Albion and Marshall Rotary Clubs.
Senior, Victory Scovall is the Marshall
Interact Club president. She attended the
Rotary Youth Leadership Award camp
this past summer and developed a passion
for starting an Interact club after learning
about Rotary. Victory said, “I was inspired
by the camp activities and the speakers
and that Vivian Davis (Albion Rotary),
Beth Martin (Marshall Rotary), and Kirk
Hoffman (Rotary District 6360) have been
great in helping us get started.”
Interact clubs consist of high school or
college students who come together to
develop leadership skills and build friendships while discovering the power of service above self. Interact clubs organize at
least two service projects every year, one
that helps their school or community and
one that promotes international understanding. Rotary club sponsors mentor and
guide Interactors as they carry out projects
and develop leadership skills. For their
first service project, Marshall Interactors
will collecting supplies and distributing
personal care kits to people in need.
The club plans to meet weekly at the
High School. They are working on establishing bylaws, email, website, Facebook,
newsletter, meeting space, fund raising
Interact continued on page 15

15252 Old US 27 N, Marshall, MI
Order online at www.Hungryhowies.com
or Call 269-781-3555
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What is RYLA Camp?

By Rotarian Jay Larson
Our Rotary District 6360 sponsors a
Rotary Youth Leadership Award (RYLA)
camp every summer. Last summer, 58
southwestern Michigan high school
students unfamiliar with one another met at
the Battle Creek Outdoor Education Center
(BCOEC) July 13th to July 15th
The main reason for meeting was to
gain leadership training; however, it also
resulted in much fun and a great networking
opportunity. Each of these students was
chosen to attend this camp by their school
or local rotary club with the local rotary
club paying for the entire adventure. The
students came from an area spanning New
Buffalo to Jackson and from close to the
Michigan/Indiana border to St. Johns.
Connie High, a Delton Kellogg teacher
and dedicated Rotarian, led this group with
the aid of several Rotarian volunteers and
BCOEC camp professionals. Friday started
out with dinner and a “Ted Talk” presented
by Angela Lee Duckworth focusing on
grit which is the ability for a person to
keep pushing forward, even under adverse
conditions. The students were divided into
4 groups for the remainder of this camp
weekend which often were in competition
with each other.
Saturday and Sunday, the students were
tasked with 6 different activities. These
involved team building, use of clues and

Claudia & Doug Murch
142 W. Michigan
Marshall, MI 49068
269-558-8080
greensceneofmarshall@gmail.com
Find us on Facebook!

riddles, high ropes course, a diversity
exercise, and canoeing on Clear Lake. A
sixth activity was led by Barry county
Circuit Judge Michael Schipper. This
Rotarian gave the students insight with
respect to hard work, morals and integrity.
He answered several questions that often
might be considered too sensitive or
personal to be discussed in a large group.
To me, this was the most thoughtful event
of the weekend.
At Sunday’s closing ceremonies, each
student was given a certificate of participation and a coin with Rotary’s “Four Way
Test”. The first group presented their view
of the problems autism can cause in one’s
life and that we should accept a person
for what they are and bolster his/her selfworth. The next group performed a skit on
the dangers of sleep deprivation and how
it can detrimentally affect a person’s performance and personality. The third group
demonstrated the dangers plastic straws can
have on the environment as well as the advantages of going to paper straws. The last
group discussed mental illness. Three students told of their experiences with mental
illnesses. They listed national suicide hot
lines for help and other resources available
for anyone feeling hopeless. Most students
came to camp wondering what they were
going to do for three days out in the woods
and most went home with new leadership
skills and many new friends.
The Albion Rotary Club sponsored the
attendance of two high school students.
They were Victory Scovall a senior at
Marshall and Eryn Lewis from Parma
Western. Read about the Interact Club that
has been started at Marshall High School
because Victory attended the leadership
camp. Let’s make certain more Marshall
High School students take advantage of the
opportunity summer 2019.

Jay Larson is the Rotary District 6360
Youth Services Coordinator

High school students from all over SW Michigan attended the 2018 Rotary
Youth Leadership Award Camp

Learning teamwork in a canoe is a good way to start building leadership skills
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Toy Trains – Lionel and Others
By Rotarian Paul Davis
Founded as an electrical novelties company in 1900, Lionel specialized in various
products, but toy trains and model railroads
were its main claim to fame. Its peak years
were in the 1950s. In 2006, Lionel’s electric train and the Easy-Bake-Oven, became
the first electric toys inducted into the National Toy Hall of Fame.
The original Lionel Company was founded by Joshua Lionel Cowen in New York
City. Initially it offered electric novelties,
such as fans and lighting devices. Lionel’s
first train, the Electric Express, was not intended for sale to the public, but rather, as
a storefront display. It operated on a brass
track and was powered by a battery and a
motor that Cowen originally intended to
use in an electric fan. At that time, he had
hoped to use the public’s fascination with
railroads and electricity, by using the toy
trains to draw attention to the store owner’s
windows and therefore provide a way for
them to increase sales.
That was the beginning of the Pre-war
era of toy trains (1900-1942). The trains in
that period were built in what is referred
to as standard gauge and had tin stamped
bodies, were quite large, very colorful,
rather cartoonish in appearance, and
built with the ability to be easily handled
by pre-adult hands...more specifically,
children. Starter train sets, which included
a transformer, would sell during this period
for about $3.00.
About 1939, Lionel introduced what
is now known as O gauge, with a track
width of 1.25 inches (1 1/4) and it became
the new standard size almost by default.
Gauge being the width of the track, there
is one other that is used and that is O-27.
The O-27 gauge track is spaced at the same
width as O gauge track, but is slightly
shorter in height, has thinner metal rails
and was offered in entry-level train sets
because of their lower cost to manufacture.
Then in 1942, Lionel ceased toy train
production and produced nautical items

for the United States Navy during World
War II. During that time, the company
advertised heavily and promised new and
exciting products while urging American
teens to begin planning their post-war
layouts. And so, following World War II,
the post-war era began (1945-1969].
During the post-war era, competition
was primarily provided by two companies,
the Louis Marx Company and American
Flyer. Lionel resumed toy train production
in 1945, replacing previous lines with less
colorful, but more realistic trains that were
exclusively O gauge. For the most part,
they were designed and manufactured in a
1:48 scale. Scale being the relative size of
the toy train with the prototypical version
it was modeled after. The newest feature
at that time was the addition of smoke,
which was produced by dropping a small
tablet or special oil into the locomotives
smokestack that contained a small electric
heating element.
By 1953, toy train sales reached its peak
and as the late 1950’s approached, sales
began to decline. There was also a decline
in train travel and an increased interest
in space, military toys and slot car racing
sets that just happened to coincide with the
launching of Sputnik and military buildups
due to the Cold War.
Remaining interest for toy trains, at that
time, was geared toward HO scale trains.
The HO designation stood for “half the
size of O gauge”, allowed for more realistic detailing and you could do more modeling within the same amount of space.
The Modern era (1970-present) then
follows and in 1969, the Lionel train line
would be sold to General Mills and operated by its subsidiary, Model Products
Corporation. In 1970, a new facility was
built in Mt. Clemens, Michigan, with production of a new train line and many new
innovations. There was a wider variety of
road-names available and the colors/graphics were greatly improved. In 1976, Lionel
Trains continued on page 12

Paul Davis, Chief Engineer for the Marshall & Michigan Southern Railroad

Thomas the Tank appears to be getting ready for a Christmas run

WALK-IN CARE
WHEN YOU NEED IT.
11am - 8pm | 365 days/year

After Hours Express - Marshall
111 S. Hamilton St., Marshall
(269) 789-4390
oaklawnhospital.org/afterhours
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Trains, from page 11
rose to prominence once again, following a
series of commercials that featured Johnny
Cash, a Lionel enthusiast himself. Some
other celebrities that have had the toy
train habit are Frank Sinatra, Rod Stewart,
Michael Jordan, Joe DiMaggio, Gary
Coleman, Tom Hanks, Elton John, Bruce
Springsteen, Ringo Starr and Fred Rogers.
Starting in the 1980’s, a push to
provide more postwar-derived operating
accessories such as the Lumber Mill, Ice
Depot and News Stand added a boost once
more to an increasing interest in toy trains.
In 1986, Lionel was sold again, to toy
train collector and real estate developer
Richard Kughn of Detroit, Michigan. Many
changes were implemented, one being the
addition of advanced electronics and the
use of “Rail Sounds” on future locomotives
and sets. Real sounding whistles, smoke,
bells, train sounds and crew talk made
for a more realistic operation of model
railroading.
Today, there are a handful of toy train
manufactures, some offer everything,
locomotives and train sets, track,
accessories and the power to run them.
Some just offer the cars, while others just
the accessories. The major players though,
are Lionel, MTH (Mikes Train House) and
more recently...Menards.
Prices vary as new from retailers, to used
on eBay. Locomotives $100 to $2500, cars
$20 to $100 and accessories are all over
the board. But you can easily find a new
train set with engine, cars, and track that
are ready to run, in the $125 range.
There are toy train collectors, they
have made a significant investment, want
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something nobody else has and are willing
to pay for it. Then there are toy train
operators, they just play with their trains.
One example of collectors would be a toy
train set that was sold a number of years
ago by Belcher’s, here in Marshall. It was
a complete, ready to run train set with an
Allstate brand name and sold by Sears.
That train set went for $65,000.00! And
Neal Young, the Canadian performer/
songwriter, sold much of his train collection
at auction for $300,000.00, with a portion
of the amount realized going to one of his
favorite charities.
The latest trends for the model train
enthusiasts, besides traditional operating
with a transformer, includes designated
remote control of locomotives, sounds,
smoke, lights, uncoupling, switches and
accessories. And who doesn’t like toy
trains anyway...but especially when it
includes having a remote control in your
hand. Recent remote controllers being
offered, allow the toy train operator, the
ability to control multiple trains with just
one remote.
So for now, that seems like it’s about as
far as they can go with the electronics and
remote controls on these modern model
toy trains of today? Oh wait...forgot,
what if you wanted to do everything that
the remote control does, but do it on your
iPhone or iPad...well, you guessed it, there
is an APP for that. “ALL ABOARD”!!!
Editor’s Note: The Paul Davis toy train
layout is about 24’ x 18’, it includes remote
control locomotives as well as older train
cars, buildings and operating accessories,
some that were received as Christmas
gifts in the 1940’s and 1950’s. Much of
the layout is designed with the City of
Marshall in mind, with all of the buildings
having signage and they are named after
local businesses of Marshall.
Private tours and one hour operating
sessions for small groups of 4 to 5 people
can be arranged by contacting Paul. There
is no charge, however donations are
welcomed and any donation made will be
donated to the Marshall Rotary Club.

COMFORTING,
COMPASSIONATE
CARE.

Oaklawn HomeCare & Hospice
13444 Preston Dr., Marshall
(269) 789-3939
oaklawnhospital.org
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The Marshall Electric Railway trolley passes by Hodges Jewelry and The Copper
Athletic Club as part of its travels.

Rotarian James Cracraft welcomed Tenneco speakers Mark Wallace and Fred
Tijerina (Plant Manager). Tenneco has expanded in Marshall and has locations
in 23 countries. Great programs are a staple of Rotary club regular meetings.
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Restoration of the Wagner Building Ballroom
Train Depot as it looked in 1939

Railroads
changed Marshall
By Rotarian Whitney Jonas
The first train arrived in Marshall on
August 10, 1844 just 13 years after the town
was founded. The wood burning “iron
horse” traveled from Albion to Marshall
in 40 minutes. Laying the track had been
a challenge, but when it was complete, it
changed the Community is amazing ways.
Train service grew. Over the next 40 years,
Marshall grew, socially and economically.
It was not without tragedy and misfortune
but the new Michigan Central Railroad
brought opportunities to the Community.
Plans were made to bring a depot, a large
hotel and restaurant, machine shops, and
warehouses along with train service.
Marshall became an important stop on the
Detroit to Chicago line.
Instead of a three day stagecoach trip
to Detroit, businessmen could depart
from Marshall early in the morning,
arrive in Detroit by 10:00 am, and return
to Marshall in the evening. The 1850s
brought new factories, shops, mills, and
people to the area. Marshall Area farmers
were dissatisfied with the collisioncompensation from death of farm animals
on tracks. They started disrupting trains
by laying rocks or wood on the tracks, and
even taking shots at some trains. Arrests
were made and new laws were established.
In 1865, a new station was built with a
hotel and restaurant. A E Pantland was the
hotel manager. He later went on to build
the Morton House in Chicago. The Hotel
was named the Forbes House, popularly
known as the Chicken Pie House. Chicken
pies were the one meal that could be
ordered and eaten at the Marshall stop.
Forbes House hosted dances, parties, and
fancy festivities all year round. During
the 1860’s Marshall boomed with new
buildings going up in all parts of the city.
During these early railroad days several
mishaps occurred. A child left at the depot
and was taken in and raised by a local
family. A man checked in to the hotel,
stripped the bed sheets, and hung himself
out the window of his hotel room. An
employee of the depot came up missing
and was found dead on South Marshall
Avenue. His death is still an unsolved
murdered.
In the 1870’s a new Marshall to
Coldwater rail line was anticipated. The
roadbed was leveled but tracks never laid.
Businesses closed or were destroyed by fire
and jobs were eliminated. Trains began
serving meals in diner cars eliminated the
need to stop at restaurants. Marshall’s
population diminished by over a thousand
people in the 1870s.
Trains continued to stop in Marshall
for a number of years. Depots changed
to smaller and smaller buildings. By
the 1960’s, trains no longer stopped in
Marshall. Today, we only hear the whistle
as the train passes through.
Notes takes from
RAILROADS OF MARSHALL, MI,
The Role of the Railroad in 19th Century
Marshall.
And A HISTORY OF MARSHALL by
Richard Carver

VISION STATEMENT

Creating solutions for those impacted
by dementia in Calhoun County through
movement, programming & research.

INFO 269-979-1412
www.scenepub.com/milesformemories
A community project fund at the Battle Creek
Community Foundation. Make checks payable
to BCCF/Miles for Memories.

By Rotarian Jay Larson
This ballroom is on the third floor of
the Wagner Block Building at 143 W.
Michigan, Marshall, MI 49068 and is
shown as it appeared in 2012 in Photos
1 and 2. This 44’ x 60’ room with a 22’
ceiling was designed in the French 2nd
Empire style by John Mills Van Osdel,
the famous Chicago Architect, in the late
1860’s and construction was completed on
June 27, 1870. Note in these photos the
large medallions that used to surround the
top of the gas chandeliers and the massive
cornice moldings (~3’x3’). Also note the
extensive water damage that had occurred
over many years. This ballroom served
the City of Marshall as its main dance hall
until the Federal Government mandated
that it be closed to the public in about 1910
for fire safety reasons. During this period,
it was also used for many events including
public meetings, church services, drama,
and dance recitals. Since its closure, its
main use has been for uninvited visitors to
leave graffiti on its walls.
The ballroom in its present state is shown
in the 2018 photo. Its walls and ceiling
have been re-plastered and the beautiful
cornice moldings repaired. A second
stairwell from the 2nd to the 3rd floor has
been added. Currently, the room is being
electrified, bathrooms and HVAC added,
the wainscoting refinished. The hard maple
floor will be soon sanded and refinished.
Recently Eastend Studio & Gallery,
a non-profit organization dedicated to
promoting the visual arts and owner of this
elegant building, received a $15,000 grant
from the Mitchell Foundation (part of the
National Trust for Historic Preservation)
and this grant with its matching funds will
be used to decorate the Ballroom walls
in the 2nd Empire style. Michael Peck,
a Marshall resident and internationally
known artist, has laid out a wall design
sketch which is shown in Photo 5. Under
his direction, his crew will be doing this
work during the next year and when
completed it will be a unique and true
treasure for our area.
Eastend’s goal is to have an elevator
and new stairwell constructed on the south
end of the Wagner Building by its 150th
anniversary. In the last six years, Eastend
has been the recipient of over $200,000,
primarily in grants from foundations and

North wall of the Wagner Building Ballroom in 2012

North wall of the Wagner Building Ballroom in 2018
corporations, but we are asking you to help
make this last phase a reality. This extraordinary space will then be available for
the general public use including meetings,

exhibits, receptions, weddings and dance
recitals.
For more information, please visit www.
eastendstudioandgallery.com.

DOUGLAS
VANDERMEULEN
D.D.S.

Emily Gallagher D.D.S.

Office Hours
By Appointment

207 WINSTON DR.
MARSHALL, MI 49068

(269) 781-6300

A sports bar. Not a gym.
11am-Midnight everyday
133 W. Michigan Ave, Marshall MI
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Find a handy Holiday Shopping Guide at
https://www.instantﬂipbook.com/ﬂipbooks/91bc413bb0/?page=1
Or visit choosemarshall.com for everything Marshall
Your complete decorating center.

Carpeting, vinyl, and
wood flooring, ceramic,
wall covering, window treatments
and Benjamin Moore paints

Visit Us On Facebook
and Twitter
(269) 781-3542
144 W. Michigan Ave.
www.louies-bakery.com
Marshall, MI 49068

Floor Covering
and Paint Spot, Inc.
827 West Michigan Ave. • Marshall

269/781-9888

www.larrysfloor.com
Monday - Friday 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Saturday 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

darkhorsebrewery.com

511 S. Kalamazoo Ave

Marshall, MI 49068
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Home Tour 2018

By Rotarian Bill Mabin
The 55th annual Marshall Historic
Home Tour on Sept. 8 and 9 was met with
good weather, enthusiastic crowds and a
connection to a major motion picture.
Jennifer Conley Darling served as
chairperson with Ryan and Theresa
Underhill as co-chairs.
The tour featured eight private houses
including the Jeff Hamilton home for
the second consecutive year. The 1873
Italianate house was the inspiration for the
1973 John Bellairs novel “The House with
a Clock in its Walls.” Interest in the movie
version that premiered Sept. 20 added to
the home tour appeal.
Another tour feature was the 1838 Greek
Revival farm house of Ken and Lyne
Wirtz. A recent addition there was the
1880s octagonal building that once stored
baggage at the Michigan Central Railroad
depot.
Visitors got to see three classic homes
that were the 1868 and 1870 Italianates of
Rotarian Jay and Karen Larson and of Judy
Babcock and the 1867 home of Dr. Carlos
and Terrisa Martinez that was updated to
1890 Romanesque Revival.
There was a lot of interest in the three
later Queen-Anne-style homes. Those of
Dean and Linda Nielson and of Rene Baril
were on the tour for the first time. The
home of Kory and Samantha Hershock was
on tour for the first time since 1984. The
latter two homes showed off the tastes of
younger homeowners.
The 1852 Gothic Revival St. Mary
Church rectory was a home tour special
feature. The Stuart building, Northfield
Mandolins, First Baptist Church, Walter’
Gasoline Museum, American Museum of
Magic and Marshall U.S. Postal Museum

Rotary
Membership
Who can join?
We’re looking for
people who believe in
community service.
1886 Italianate home of Jay and Karen Larson
brought visitors to Michigan Avenue.
Of course, the home tour included the
Honolulu House Museum, Marshall
Historical Museum at the GAR Hall,
Capitol Hill School and the Governor’s
Mansion.
During the tour, there was a lot of activity
around the fountain circle with Art at the
Museum, the American Vintage market
and Art in the Park. The Marshall High
School Singers did their show at regular
intervals in front of the Honolulu House.
A Civil War re-enactment group
demonstrated Union and Confederate camp
life at the Capitol Hill School. The Civil
War ball drew a large crowd in front of the
Honolulu House on Saturday evening.
The tour wouldn’t have been possible
without the support of hundreds of
volunteers who served in various roles
including as guides inside the tour homes
and at the museums.
A new feature
this year was to have Oaklawn Hospital

employees volunteering in the Martinez
home.
New museums coordinator Alena
Buczynski arranged for Olivet College
history students to portray former
Honolulu House residents during the tour.
Casey Nager, Barb Crowle, Sally Garman
and Candy Putnam worked on providing
costumes for the students.
Downtown businesses extended their
open hours to give visitors time to shop
after tour hours. City Council members
greeted visitors at the Honolulu House
entrance.
In addition to having the Larson home
on the tour, other Rotarian connections
included Mike Schragg and Beth Martin in
charge of activities at the postal museum,
Eric Sullivan coordinating shuttle bus
operations, Jeff Greene installing the floor
runners in the tour homes, and Bill Mabin
handling publicity.

Interact, from page 9
projects, and service projects. Rotarians
and student Interactors look forward to
collaborating on local and eventually
international service projects. Networking
and vocational mentoring are goals that
will be worked on by the students and
Rotarians from the Albion and Marshall
Clubs. What are the benefits of an Interact
club?
Connect with leaders in your community
and around the world to:
• Take action to make a difference in
your school and community
• Discover new cultures and promote
international understanding
COLLISION CENTER
OF

MARSHALL

Did you know that CALHOUN COUNTY
has the 2nd highest number of
deer related accidents in Michigan?
It’s good to know that if this happens to you...

COLLISION CENTER
OF MARSHALL
13321 15 Mile Road
Marshall, Michigan
(269) 781-9255

...has you covered for all your
auto-body repair needs.
If your car is not drivable, we offer on-the-spot estimates
by appointment.

MARSHALL
ANIMAL CARE
CENTER
James Rzepka, DVM
Randal Eshuis, DVM
Jennifer Bohney, DVM
713 BREWER ROAD
Marshall, MI 49068

781-5114

• Become a leader in your school and
community
• Have fun and make new friends from
around the world

Marshall Chiropractic

Life Center

What’s involved?
• Celebrate the global impact of Interact
by getting involved in:
• World Interact Week
• Interact Video Awards
• Rotary Youth Day at the United
Nations
• Global Youth Service Day
How do I join?
Check with your school or contact a local
Rotary club to find out if there’s an Interact
club in your area. Contact the Interact
club to find out how you can join its next
meeting, service project, or community
event.
Follow Interact on Facebook to see
how Interact clubs are having fun through
service.

How can I become a member? New
members are invited to visit meetings
and find out about what Marshall
Rotary does and what is expected of
members.
What are the benefits? Becoming
a Rotary member connects you with
a diverse group of professionals who
share your drive to give back. Through
regular meetings and events, you’ll
discuss community needs and help
develop ways to meet them, connect
with other leaders, expand your
leadership and professional skills,
and meet new friends. Other benefits
include connecting with Rotarians
from SW Michigan and around
the world to work on projects and
programs.
What’s expected of me? As a club
member, you will be asked to: pay
club dues, attend meetings and events,
and use your professional skills and
talents to make a difference. Call 269781-4676 for more information.
Recent new members include Jack
Reed, Paul Davis, Jim Donahue,
Jillain Thompson, Jen Inman, and
Judy Reeder.
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Knowing our clients
personally is what we®do.

Dr. Harmony Dawson, DC
Dr. Brent Dawson, DC

Marshall Chiropractic Life Center
1170 West Michigan Avenue
Marshall, Michigan 49068

Scott L Evans, AAMS
Financial Advisor

Scott L Evans, AAMS®

Financial
Advisor Ave
333
S Kalamazoo
.
207 West Michigan
Avenue
Marshall,
MI 49068-1714
Marshall, MI 49068
269-781-5305
269-781-5305
www.edwardjones.com

(269) 781.7000

staff@marshall-chiro.com

Member SIPC
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Ending
Polio
Forever

Rotary has been working to eradicate
polio for over 30 years, and our goal of
ridding the earth of this disease is in sight.
We started in 1997 with vaccinations for 6
million children in the Philippines. Today,
Afghanistan, Nigeria, and Pakistan are
the only countries where polio remains
endemic. Help Rotary in the final push.
Learn about polio, share information, and
donate to help the fight against polio.
Find more information at
www.endpolio.org

STANLEY
LAWN AND GARDEN
SALES & SERVICE
13000 15 Mile Road
Marshall, MI 49068
Wheel Horse • Snapper • Echo • McCullouch
• Ski-Doo • Woods • Mitsubishi

(269) 781-3951

Greg Stanley, Owner

Rotary
International

For more than 110 years, Rotary
members have been addressing challenges
around the world.
Grassroots at the core, Rotary links 1.2
million members to form an organization
of international scope. It started with
the vision of one man — Paul Harris.
The Chicago attorney formed the Rotary
Club of Chicago on 23 February 1905, so
professionals with diverse backgrounds
could exchange ideas, form meaningful,
lifelong friendships, and give back to their
communities.
Rotary’s name came from the group’s
early practice of rotating meetings among
the offices of its members.
Rotary members have not only been
present for major events in history —
we’ve also been a part of them. Three key
traits have remained strong throughout our
history:
We’re truly international. Only 16 years
after being founded, Rotary had clubs on
six continents. Today, members in nearly
every country work to solve some of our
world’s most challenging problems.
We persevere in tough times. During
World War II, Rotary clubs in Austria,
Germany, Italy, Japan, and Spain were
forced to disband. Despite the risks, many
continued to meet informally, and after
the war, Rotary members came together to
rebuild their clubs and their countries.
We’re committed to service, and we’re
not afraid to dream big and set bold goals.
We began our fight against polio in 1979
with a project to immunize 6 million
children in the Philippines. Today, polio
remains endemic in only three countries —
down from 125 in 1988. Learn more about
Rotary by visiting www.rotary.org
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Rotary Quiz
 ow many people attended the first Rotary meeting on Thursday evening,
H
February 23, 1905? (Four…Paul Harris, Silvester Schiele and Hiram Shorey met
in Gustavus Loehr’s office. Marshall had 24 charter members in 1924).
T/F: Rotary is the world’s first service club organization. (true)
T/F: Rotary’s founder and first Rotary Club president was Paul Harris. (false…Paul
Harris was Rotary’s founder and organizer of the first Rotary Club in 1905, but
the first club president was Silvester Schiele…see, nobody remembers past club
presidents, just founders!).
T/F: Paul Harris was the first president of Rotary International. (true)
T/F: The Rotary emblem was chosen because it symbolized the fact that Rotarians
in the early days were all “big wheels” in their communities. (false…the early
emblem illustrated “civilization and movement” and first meetings rotated to
different offices).
T/F: In 1987 the United States Supreme Court ruled 7-0 to allow women membership
in Rotary. (true…in 1988 Mary Lou Gage became the first woman in the Marshall
Rotary club).
T/F: Rotary International’s official motto is “Service Above Self”. (true)
T/F: The United States has more Rotarians than any other country. (true…over 355,000
members).
What country has the second largest number of Rotarians? (India with over
110,000 Rotarians).
T/F: The President of Rotary International serves for only one year, just as club
presidents do. (true)
What is the Object of Rotary? (“to encourage and foster the ideal of service as a
basis of worthy enterprise”).
Young Exchange is one of Rotary’s most popular and successful programs. When
and where was the first exchange? (The first youth exchange was when the Rotary
Club of Copenhagen, Denmark arranged to host several American boys in 1921).
Where and when did RYLA begin? (RYLA, the Rotary Youth Leadership Awards,
began in 1959 by Rotarians from Queensland, Australia. In 1971 the RI Board
officially adopted RYLA as a youth program (District 6360 holds RYLA camp
north of Battle Creek).
  What was the first Rotary Club community project? (A “comfort station” in
downtown Chicago. Public restrooms were typically found only in saloons at that
time, and unaccompanied women were not permitted to enter saloons).
T.F  Marshall’s Rotary President is the current Post Master. (true…Beth Martin’s father,
Mike Schragg, was Post Master and also a Rotary President in 2000).
(269) 781-7385

CLAYBORN & SONS
EXCAVATING

Mike Clayborn
15975 A Drive N., Marshall, MI

Trucking
STONE
TOPSOIL
GRAVEL Dozing and Backhoe
Septic Systems Installed SAND
Basement • Fence Rows • Ponds

J. F. Miller Sales Co.

Labeling and Marking Solutions
821 Industrial Rd., POB 148
Marshall, MI 49068

John F. M iller
800-743-0613 Fax 269-781-3812
E-Mail sales@stickylabel.com
Web Page: stickylabel.com

MAPLEWOOD has more to offer...
• Competitive Rates
• Licensed Nursing Staff
• Nurse Monitored
• Specialized Diets

• Transportation
• Housekeeping
• Laundry Service
• Beauty Salon

269-781-4997
MAPLEWOOD OF MARSHALL
200 Westbrook Ct., Marshall, MI 49068

213 EAST MICHIGAN AVENUE MARSHALL, MI 49068
OFFICE HOURS BY APPOINTMENT
T(269)781-1108
F(269)781-9164
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1919 Christmas Railroad Ride
By Ellen B. Thornton
The lumber camp was never really quiet.
Lying in bed, shivering with cold, Olga
heard the endless moaning of the wind
thru the tall pines. Just before dawn cookee
made his rounds, going from the cookhouse
to the bunk house to the dining hall lighting
fires in the big iron stoves. Olga thought
he must be more miserable than she was.
As cook’s helper he never seemed to have
a break, working until nearly midnight
washing pots and scrubbing floors. For
all his work he was lucky to make $20 a
month. At least as the school teacher she’d
make over a hundred dollars, enough to
go on to the County Normal School for
her teaching certificate. When at last the
bull cook clanged the big iron triangle and
shouted “Dawn in the Camp!” Olga was
glad to get up.
Most of the children rode to school
on the big company sleigh. A few from
outlying farms came by snowshoe or on
skis. Today Olga counted eleven students.
Twelve actually, as the Harald children
brought along their baby brother. “Mom’s
down sick,” Tommy said. Olga had taught
many days with little George napping on
her lap. It was good to be so busy - it kept
her from thinking of home.
While the children dressed for recess
Olga cleared the schoolhouse steps of
snow. Again! Three times already today.
Tomorrow was Christmas and her 18th
birthday, and she was snowed in miles from
home. Teaching school in a lumber camp
was far different than she had expected.
The new snow made recess great fun for
the students. They loved the sledding hill
that the jacks had cleared for them. The
big boys rode stumpers, barrel staves with
a stump fastened on for a seat. Little boys
and some girls favored bob sleds. The
Eamon twins preferred riding in an old
dish pan. They shrieked and laughed and
usually landed in a snow drift. Gretchen
and I did that not so long ago, Olga thought.
“I’ve come for Clarissa.” A red-face Mrs.
Jonas, the carpenter’s wife, slid to a stop
by the steps, “My man is taking us home
for Christmas. I just can’t abide being
shut up here with no family for Christmas
and no one to talk to. I told my Bertie I’d
come here for the winter so long as he’d
take us out for Christmas. So we’re going.
You can ride along if you care to. Have
to travel light but you’d be welcome.”
She was interrupted by the arrival of the
big camp sleigh. “I’ve come to take the
children home,” the driver yelled. “Big
storm coming.” “Are you coming along
with us?” asked Mrs. Jonas.” “Yes, indeed.
Thank you.” Olga said. She hadn’t felt so
happy in days. “I’ll be ready.”
Dressed in layers of her warmest clothes
Olga waited. With only her book satchel
for baggage and eager to get started before
the storm got worse, she nearly changed
her mind when Mr. Jonas drove up. He had
fastened what appeared to be an outhouse
to a big sledge. “Jump!” he roared, barely
stopping the team. Inside Mrs. Jonas and
Clarissa sat on a bench across from a slab
stove. Fire wood was piled on most of
the space not filled with bags and boxes.
Olga had a hard time breathing, partly
from fright and partly from the smoky
air. Her lungs burned and her head hurt
from Mrs. Jonas’s endless talk. This could
not be safe, she thought. Gusts of wind
shook them occasionally and sent sparks
shooting from the stove. If they tipped over

they’d be burned alive. Still, Mrs. Jonas
chattered away unconcerned. She paused
occasionally to ask Olga to add wood to the
fire. “To keep us warm, don’t you know.”
The
sledge
moved
surprisingly
smoothly. The snow roller, great sand filled
iron barrels pulled by teams of work horses
had packed the snow into a smooth hard
surface. Once they left the logging camp
road they moved more slowly, slipping,
sliding and shaking the stove. Clarissa
cried and Olga thought she whimpered a
bit herself. The wind howled, the big pine
trees moaned in the cold air, and Mrs.
Jonas chattered endlessly. Just when Olga
thought the ride would never end, they
stopped so suddenly the stove shook and
then settled. Mr. Jonas opened the door.
“We’re at the rail line, Missy. Have a good
Christmas.” He swung Olga out the door
and over a huge snow drift.
Olga stood a few minutes, breathing cold
fresh air. The wind nearly blew her into the
side of the building and she had to struggle
to open the door. The station master
peered out from his tiny office. “Going
somewhere, Miss?” “South Boardman on
the evening train.” Olga said hopefully.
“Not today. Nothing moving on the lines.”
The man came out to look her over. “You
one of Doc Neidhardt’s girls?” Olga
nodded, too miserable to speak. “Must be
the one teaching at the lumber camp. Doc
will be real sorry if you miss Christmas.
He’s a great man for family. There’s ten of
you kids now, isn’t there?”
Not waiting for an answer, the man
turned suddenly and hurried into his office.
Olga heard his telegraph keys clicking
busily. She walked up and down to keep
warm, trying to think what to do. She surely
couldn’t stay here. “There’s a work gang
coming through headed for Boardman.
They’ll take you if you’re game. No
comfort but they’ll get you home if it’s any
way possible.” The station master sounded
pleased at this solution. He probably didn’t
want company for Christmas any more
than Olga wanted to be here.

Twenty minutes later Olga was aboard
the work car. Seated between two burly
pipe-smoking men, she watched two others
pump the car handles. Once they started
the car moved surprisingly smoothly down
the tracks. Twice they stopped to clear the
track from drifts of snow.
“You stay on. Jump up and down so you
keep your blood going.” One man told
her. “Yah, we ain’t taking Doc no frozen
Charlotte. He’d skin us for sure.” another
man said. Olga knew they must be as cold
as she was but they were cheerful - blowing
on their cold hands and teasing each other.
“We’re passing the Lodi Station, now,
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The railroad hand pump car looked something like this
Miss,” said one of the pipe smokers.
Peering thru the snow, they’d shout out
the names of passing farms where yellow
lights shone from houses half buried in
snow. “There’s the Tossier’s place. Hagers’
is next.” another one called out. The names
were all familiar, neighbors and friends of
all of them. Nearly home!
Lanterns swung from the ends of the
platform as they drew into South Boardman.
“That you, Chet?” Mr. Deering, the station
master, yelled. “You got Doc’s girl?” “You
bet. Safe and sound. Let me hand her up.”

burly Chet swung Olga up and onto the
platform. Her feet were so cold she could
hardly stand. It didn’t matter as four of her
sisters grabbed her and pulled her inside.
“You’re freezing,” Gretchen said,
putting her warm face against Olga’s. “Let
me rub your hands. Libby you get her book
bag. Helen, shake the snow off her skirt
before it freezes up. Lola, you open the
door. Dad’s waiting!” Olga let herself be
pushed, pulled, and dragged to the sleigh.
She had really made it home for Christmas.
This is my mother’s true Christmas story.
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The Boilermaker Special
By Susan Collins
For those of us living in Michigan there
are usually only two Big Ten mascots. We
all know and love (or hate) Sparty and
the Wolverine. For those of us who grew
up elsewhere we have affection for some
other mascots.
When my sister and I were in primary
school we lived for three years in
West Lafayette. We lived in our greatgrandfather’s house at 333 West Stadium
Avenue. Grandpa Yeager was quite the
storyteller and after he gave his farm to
Purdue University he built himself a very
large house just three blocks from campus.
One hundred years ago undergraduates
were required to live on campus but
graduate students could live anywhere they
wanted so he built a rooming house so that
he would have students to share his stories.
He was dead several years before
we were born but when my father was
transferred to Lafayette Grandmother
insisted that we live in his house. One of
the drawbacks to the house was the huge
sideyard. Well, it was a drawback for my
parents because of all the leaves that had to
be raked in the fall. Dad invented a way to
get two little girls to rake all those leaves.
If we raked the leaves to the back of
the yard, he would build us a leaf house.
It was simply some iron fencing wired
together to create a “house”. He had to
insert the leaves into the fencing since our
hands weren’t large enough to hold enough
leaves to fill a hole, but it meant that he and
mother didn’t have to rake all those leaves.
We’d play in the house until the snow got
too deep and then he’d drag it into the alley
and burn it. If you look carefully in the

Boilermaker Special – the real Purdue mascot

back of the picture (at right) you will see
the windows in a garage. The university
charges the Reamers (the engineering
honor society) with maintaining the
Boilermaker Special. Purdue Pete is just a
winter substitute, as the Special is the real
mascot for the Purdue.
While we lived in West Lafayette the
Boilermaker Special was stored in that
garage across the alley. Anytime there
was a parade on campus or a home football
game you can bet that there would be two
little girls waiting on our side of the alley
when the Reamers brought her home to put
her away for another week.
If they had time, they would put us up in
the back of the engine and give us a royal
tour around campus. We knew we were
blessed to have such great friends.

Susan Collins Leaf House in West Lafayette
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Winter Market at B. E. Henry Building
The Marshall Area Farmers Market
winter location is becoming the Saturday
morning place to be.
Just like the
community gather place the summer
market has become. The hours are from 9
a. m. to noon at the B. E. Henry Building
on South Marshall Avenue at the top of the
hill next to the Fairgrounds. The upper
level of the building is where the action is
located. Parking is on the east side behind
the building. Paul Rauth provided music at
the November 10 market and others will be
entertaining throughout the winter.
There are spaces for 14 vendors with 8
spaces reserved for the season and the other
spaces available for monthly/occasional

vendors or for nonprofit organizations.
The B. E. Henry Building Association
members have also been selling ready to
eat food items at the market. If you are
interested in renting a space to sell farm
or farm related items contact the Market
Manager at 269-588-0343.
The market will be open November
through April, 2019, except the Saturdays
after Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New
Year’s (Nov 24, Dec 29, and Jan 5).
Summer market will again be on Saturdays
May through October at the Green Street
parking lot across from the Marshall
District Library.

The Marshall Rotary and Exchanged Clubs share the work and the fun at the
annual Dream Dollars Drawing. Club projects are supported by the proceeds
from the event and one lucky person gets $15,000.

B. E. Henry Building at 615 South Marshall Avenue

Rotarian Michele Johnson with Rotary Exchange Student
Elizabetta Doret from Italy

DON’T MISS
ANOTHER BEAT.

Winter Farmer’s Market is Saturday mornings in the upper floor
of the B. E. Henry Building
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At Eaton, we believe that power is a fundamental part
of just about everything people do. That’s why we’re
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lives, the communities where we live and work, and the
planet our future generations depend upon. Because
this is what really matters. And we’re here to make sure
it works.
To learn more go to: Eaton.com/whatmatters
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